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Office of Inspectors General of Prisons, 

1 February 1839. 

MY LORD, 

WE have the honour to transmit our Seventeenth Report on the progress of 
Prison Discipline, and on the state of the Gaols in Ireland. 

We are enabled to report considerable improvement in those Prisons in which 
the necessary steps have been taken to carry into effect the provisions of the 
Prison Act. 

Your Lordship will however see, that in some Counties difficulties are still 
placed in the way of Reformatory Government, as stated in our General Report, 
and in our Appendix (Schedule H.), and we fear that nothing but a Legislative 
measure will remove the causes of this inequality in the advance of the System 
in different Counties. 

We have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servants, 

James Palmer , "1 Inspectors General 

B. B. Woodioard , J of Prisons. 

The Viscount Morpeth, 

&c. &c. &e. 
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GENERAL STATE OF THE PRISONS OF IRELAND. 
1 S 3 8. 


COUNTY GAOLS. 

T HE improvement which we have found on our Seventeenth Annual Inspec- 
tion of the County Gaols has given us much satisfaction. The advance 
made in the workshops and general discipline of those Prisons in which the pro- 
visions of the Act have been carried into effect, and a sound system has been 
for any time in operation, has been considerable, and every year’s experience gives 
us additional encouragement to hope for a most successful result, both in profit to 
the Counties, reformation of prisoners, and diminution of crime. On the other 
hand, we cannot but the more lament the continued adherence, in several 
Counties, to the old and ruinous system which in their Gaols still presents to us 
the melancholy picture of crowded cells, unqualified Officers, unclothed, unem- 
ployed, and uninstructed prisoners. Such a system rendering the Prisons scenes 
of corruption, calculated in every way to encourage crime ; and we fear that this 
evil will not be remedied until some Legislative measure shall secure the previous 
training and due qualifications of Governors, Matrons, and all subordinate Officers, 
both in the County and City Gaols, and Bridewells. 

The Law has provided for everything that can render the sentence to impri- 
sonment a profitable means of secondary punishment. The discipline prescribed 
and carried on in our best Gaols contains everything that can deter from crime. 
Total separation, if practicable ; a rule of silence by day, with separation by 
night; constant work ; and a prohibition to receive the visits of friends to those 
who are convicted. On the other hand, it is humane and profitable to the pri- 
soners ; guarding them against contaminating intercourse ; providing instruction 
for the ignorant ; and for every intelligent man the means of learning some 
trade or useful art, by which he may earn future livelihood at home, or emigrate 
with great advantage. It is then truly distressing to see such measures for the 
advantage of the inmates and the public sacrificed in many Counties to the 
want of ability or inclination in those to whom the regulation of the Gaol is 
entrusted. 

We have heretofore confined our observations upon this subject to general 
statements, without naming particular Gaols. We, however, feel that the time 
has now arrived when we must depart from that principle (adopted from motives 
of conciliation), and we have in an additional Schedule (H.), annexed to this 
Report, exhibited in a Tabular form the comparative progress of the principles 
of Penitentiary Discipline in each County Gaol and House of Correction. We 
have shown in what cases “ No reformatory Discipline” is introduced ; and in 
those cases in which profitable employment has commenced, have shown the 
comparative degree of advancement in each County, distinguishing those in 
which the workshops are conducted by the Governor or by any other instrumen- 
tality, whether that of a zealous Local Inspector or by a Conductor of Works (as 
91. b in 
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in the case of the House of Correction at Clonmel, in which Prison alone that 
office has been effectively established). In this Table we have not included 
Female Prisons, and we have omitted City and Town Gaols, as we do not con- 
ceive that the same apparent effects are in those Gaols always to be. attributed 
to the same causes as in the case of County Gaols, in which we almost entirely 
connect the appointment of a qualified Governor and Turnkeys with the pro- 
gress of the different branches of discipline. In our Sixteenth Report we stated 
that there then remained several County Gaols in which no progress was made • 
that in some of those Gaols the want of sufficient buildings precluded any good 
system, and in them we hoped to see the defects remedied. There remained 
however, others in which we saw no prospect of improvement ; and it will appear 
by our Schedule (Ii.) that those Gaols still remain without improvement, being 
marked in that Table as having as yet introduced “ No reformatory Govern- 
ment.” In one of those Gaols (that of the County of Fermanagh) a new Governor 
lias been appointed, and there is every reason to hope that a reform will take 
place. In the others we have made many active exertions to effect improvement 
(in general with the zealous co-operation of the Local Inspector), but hitherto 
without avail, although we think that sufficient evidence has been afforded to the 
Grand Juries of the low state of discipline in their own, and the striking 
examples of success in neighbouring Gaols, to convince them that their Prison 
Discipline is not in competent hands, and that some decisive change is called 
for. 

We have had within the last year a very encouraging proof of the success 
attendant on a prompt and public-spirited line of conduct on the part of the 
Grand Jury, in the County of Mayo Gaol, at Castlebar. Owing to the declining 
health of a Governor, since deceased, and other causes, the discipline of that 
magnificent County Gaol had fallen into a state of disorder and insubordination 
from which ordinary means could not have rescued it. The case was represented 
to the Lord Lieutenant by the Judge of Assize, and a Special Report being made 
by us, by his Excellency’s order, and referred to the Grand Jury, they passed 
an unanimous resolution that the Governor should retire with an allowance 
suited to long and faithful service, and that the subordinate Officers, Male and 
Female, should be dismissed as incompetent, and replaced by a new Governor 
and other trained and experienced Officers, to be named by Government. To 
this measure the High Sheriff acceded in the most disinterested manner; it was 
promptly acted upon, with a reservation in favour of a few of the subordinates ; 
and the result has been, that within the short period which has elapsed since the 
last Summer Assizes, this extensive establishment has so advanced as to have 
become a scene of general order and industry, promising to rank among our best 
specimens of the Penitentiary System. 


It will appear by our Schedule (PI.) that the 36 Prisons therein named are in 
their general character reduced to the following classes : 


1st. “ Distinguished Gaols,” which afford to us every satisfaction 
as to their present state or prospect of improvement 

2d. Those marked “ Improving System,” or “ Well-regulated 
System,” of which we have good hope, although in some 
little advance has been made ------ 

3d. Those marked, “ New Gaols required,” in which want of cells 
precludes all improvement ------ 

4th. Those marked, “ No reformatory Discipline,” in which our 
only hope rests on some decisive change - 


15 


11 


7 


36 


o . In tll0 1 se “ ark „ e ^ . ‘ ‘ Distinguished Gaols,” we have given the credit of the 
vanced state of Discipline in 12 cases to the Governor, in two cases to the Local 


t wj wie uuviiraor, m two cases to me 

inspector, and in one to a “ Master ofWorfa" ’ In so doing, we are anxious to 
disavow anv intention, tn a„. eciate the services of ^ a Inspectora . To 

department of Ireland much owes its present im- 


twTp a Si . de P reciate the services of the Local Inspectors. To 

em we teel that the Prison department of Ireland much owps its nvpsent im- 
proved 
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proved condition. When -we entered upon our inspection of the Gaols, we found 
in the Local Inspectors almost our only support, the Governors being (with a 
very few exceptions) wholly unsuited to their station, and rather impediments 
than helps, in introducing an improved system. To the Inspectors, then, we 
were in general indebted tor the only official aid which we received in the early 
progress of that improvement which' has taken place. Their office is still of very 
great importance, their services are generally valuable to the Boards of Super- 
intendence, and in few of the Counties could they be dispensed with. We have, 
however, happily seen within a few years a most important change in the general 
qualifications of our Governors ; and in every case in which we are satisfied of 
their competency, we have thought it light to enter their names in the Schedule, 
however fortunate the County may be in the services of the Local Inspector, as 
we have always been of opinion that the discipline of a Gaol must be defective 
and uncertain if the principal resident officer, possessed of the powers which the 
Prison Act places in the hands of a Governor, is not equal to the direction of the 
interior, independent of the constant aid of the Inspector on the one hand, or of 
the office of “ Conductor of Works” on the other, an office which is but at best 
a contrivance to remedy a defect, and in general ill received and supported, and 
carried on under almost insurmountable discouragements. The only instance in 
which a “ Conductor of Works” has been suitably provided for and paid, is in 
that of the House of Correction at Clonmel, and it has in that Prison completely 
succeeded. 


EMPLOYMENT OF PRISONERS. 

In our Schedule (H.) we have noticed several Gaols, in other respects 
advanced in discipline, but in which employment and instruction in trades has 
not been encouraged, as in our opinion sound policy, as well as the spirit and 
letter of the law would require. The principle of such employment has been 
questioned even by Boards of Superintendence; and as it has been opposed 
chiefly on the following grounds, we think it right to notice them : 

1 . The difficulty of extending the system, few tradesmen being committed to 
Gaol. 

In urging such an objection to workshops in a Gaol, we conceive that the 
intention of the Legislature is entirely misunderstood, the principal object of the 
section relating to trades (106) being to pay teachers to instruct the prisoners in 
trades. The same argument which would discourage the employment of a pri- 
soner in a trade, on the ground that he had not alread} r learned one, would apply 
to the not employing a prisoner in the school because he had not previously 
learned to read. In Waterford Gaol 120 prisoners are returned as having 
learned trades in the last year. In many other Gaols the numbers are nearly as 
high ; and our experience has been, that a great proportion of manufactured 
articles, executed in our Gaols, are the work of new learners. 

2 . The loss that may be sustained. 

If even so (which we deny), the law demands that sacrifice on the part of the 
Count}-, and the prisoner has a legal right to the advantage ; but experience 
altogether overturns this objection. In the Schedule of Work and Labour (C.) 
annexed to our Report, not only does the profit appear considerable, but there is 
no return of loss on, work in any one County. In many Counties there is a very 
gratifying return of profits. In several of the Gaols prison clothing of all kinds 
is made ; in some blankets are manufactured. Tin, iron, wooden utensils, for 
the use of the Gaol, are made by the prisoners : thus there is an extensive field 
of employment, with a market within the walls of the prison; and if prison 
dresses, which are the right of every poor prisoner (see 16th Report, pp. 12 , 13), 
were not illegally withheld in too great a proportion of our Prisons, a great 
additional demand for tradesmen would arise; but this leads to a further 
objection. 

3. The competition with the tradesmen out of prison. 

The law requires (without option) that the prisoners should be instructed, and 
of consequence employed, in trades. Such an enactment must be viewed as a 
fair introduction to the market ; but without resting on the Act, we altogether 
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deny the soundness of the objection. We have no right so to narrow the ques- 
tion. The interest of the competitor in any trade is not the enlarged considera- 
tion which should decide the right of the conductor’s of a Gaol to offer their 
manufactured goods for sale ; the question is, whether prison-trade tends, on the 
whole, to the public good. With respect to the profits, the public get direct credit in 
account for two-thirds, which is applied to the support of the Prison ; the other 
third is paid to the prisoner on his discharge. By this timely supply the pri- 
soner is sent out without that temptation to crime which arises from the imme- 
diate pressure of want; it gives him time to arrange Iris plan of life, and to enter 
upon that course of industry for which his County Gaol has prepared him, 
instead of being let loose upon society a criminal sunk deeper in crime by the 
effect of evil association during his imprisonment. 

4. The employment of the workshops not being of a sufficiently punitive 
character. 

It is a common error that the Penitentiary system docs not punish or deter 
from crime. This objection cannot be meant to apply to the case of the untried. 
To meet it, then, in the case of the person sentenced to imprisonment only, and 
not to hard labour, we should keep in view what are the leading features of that 
imprisonment. In a great majority of cases the prisoner has a family out of 
doors, and it deprives them of tlieir support by his industry ; it allows to him no 
luxury ; his diet is the same as that of the peasantry ; his day is passed (if not 
in his separate cell) in work, school, silence, and a course of discipline ; his night 
in solitude ; he is wholly debarred from the visits of his family or friends ; and it 
is clear from the whole tenor of the Prison Act, that the work allotted to the 
poor prisoner (sect. 104) is not intended as an addition to his punishment (which 
no power but the law can inflict), but as a means provided for bettering his moral 
condition, and rendering his imprisonment beneficial to him. With respect to 
the prisoner sentenced to hard labour (not specially to the tread wheel), it has 
been ruled by the Judges that such persons may be employed at the treadwheel, 
or at a trade, according to the discretion of the Board of Superintendence. This 
is clearly implied in the Prison Act, particularly in the latter part of the sect. 107, 
in which the law marks the distinction between the prisoner sentenced to hard 
labour or not, by withdrawing from the former the third part of the profits of 
work to which the latter is entitled. 

To make this subject more clear, we give the following short abstract of the 
law respecting the hard labour and work of the different classes of prisoners : 

1 . Persons sentenced to the treadwheel. 

The direct sentence of the Judge determines the occupation of such prisoners. 

2 . Persons sentenced (generally) to hard labour. 

There is no law which fixes the manner in which such prisoners are to be 
employed. It is directed by the Judges that the Board of Superintendence have 
an option to place such prisoners on the treadwheel, or to. employ them at a 
trade ; but as their work forms a part of tlieir sentence, they arc not entitled to 
any share of profit arising from it. 

3. Persons sentenced to imprisonment only, or untried. 

Such persons cannot be placed on the treadwheel, or at any hard labour of a 
merely punitive kind, as no punishment can be added to the sentence to impri- 
sonment only, nor can any be applied to the untried. On both of these classes 
without distinction, if supported at the public expense, the' Prison Act imposes 
work (sect. 104); it affords to them a share of the earnings (107); it entitles 
them to the advantage of learning a trade (106) ; thus proving that such work is 
intended for the benefit of the prisoner only. 

4. The description of work at which the third class can be legally employed 
is such as is not merely contrived to inflict labour on the prisoner, but which is 
of a useful nature, and such as forms the occupation of the artificer or labouring 
man out of prison, and from which profit may arise. Stone-breaking is of this 
description. It is, however, manifest, that the spirit of the law is much better 
carried into effect by trades which are specifically mentioned in sect. 106 . 

It appears extraordinary that on this subject such mistakes ancl prejudices 
should still exist. We can only set before the different Counties the true prin- 
ciples ox the Law, and we can bear our testimony, from long experience, to the 

beneficial 
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beneficial influence of calling into action the talents of every inmate of our Gaols. 
While the stone-breakers and subjects of the treadwheel (employments which 
are valuable in comparison with idleness) invariably appear uninterested, and 
remain unimproved during the period of imprisonment, we observe in the very 
countenances of the artificers and learners in the workshops the improving ten- 
dency of their daily occupation. The result, after discharge, has on the whole 
been most satisfactory. So far as we have been able to ascertain, it may, how- 
ever, be fairly assumed that the success has much exceeded our means of 
information. 


BRIDEWELLS. 

The Prisons of this class are now generally so far improved, that they contain 
the accommodation and means of classification required by the Prison Act, and 
the prisoners are supplied with food, according to the prescribed Dietary Tables ; 
also with bedding, fuel, and other necessaries. We, however, regret to find that 
they are not taken under the charge of the Boards of Superintendence, as the Act 
provides (7 Geo. 4, c. 74, s. C.) This important point we do not fail to urge in 
our Annual Reports ; but we do not succeed in impressing the Counties with the 
necessity of giving effect to the Law in this important point. The Counties in 
which the Bridewells are under the direct control of the Board, exhibit the good 
effect of the system in the improved state of those Prisons. In this particular 
the Board of the County of Cork continue to afford the excellent example which 
we have so often pointed out, and they are followed in a few Counties ; but we 
are sorry to say, that in many of the Counties, were it not for the supplies which 
we order under the 87th section of the Prison Act, after our annual inspections 
the Bridewells would fall back to that disgraceful state in which we found them 
on our first inspections, and as reported in our earliest Reports. 

We would respectfully urge these considerations on the Boards of Superin- 
tendence, particularly in the Counties of Tipperary, Galway, and Roscommon, 
in which there are several Prisons of this class, and which much require reform 
in the manner in which they are kept, as well as a check upon the proportion of 
prisoners charged as paupers , and as to the rate of diet. Attention to these two 
points would very much reduce the expense of the Prisons. 

DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

These valuable institutions continue to merit the high character which we 
have given to them in our Reports, and which they hold in public estimation. 
Their usefulness has been extended within the last year in our department by 
the provisions of the Act (1 Viet., c. 27), which empowers the Lord Lieutenant 
(in addition to the powers vested in him by 1 Geo. 4, c. 37), by his warrant to 
transmit from the County Gaols to the Lunatic Asylum of each District, persons 
committed to custody by two magistrates as dangerous lunatics ; also insane 
persons under sentence of imprisonment or transportation, or committed for trial. 
A great difficulty, however, arises in taking advantage of this enactment, from 
the crowded state of the Asylums, and renders it very important that a power 
should be vested in his Excellency to authorise an addition to any Asylum 
which may appear to be necessary, and to increase the number of patients to be 
received therein. 

It having been proposed to the Government in the last session of Parliament, 
as part of a Bill prepared on the subject of Medical Charities, to transfer the 
inspection of the Lunatic Asylums from our office to Medical Inspectors, proposed 
to be appointed under that Bill, we cannot omit expressing the regret that we 
should feel at such a change. Having watched the progress of these institutions 
since their first establishment, having taken a part in the original discussions, 
on the principle upon which the regulations for their government were to be 
founded, and assisted in framing those regulations, we thought it not out of place 
in us to submit our objections to the proposed change. 

The District Lunatic Asylums cannot be considered as coming under the 
description of Medical Charities ; the treatment of the insane is by no means, 
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exclusively or primarily, a subject of medical science. It is doubtless necessary 
that moral treatment should be under the observation and guidance of medical 
men. Many patients may indispensably require the aid of medical practice, and 
may not, from their state of bodily health, be fit subjects for the system of moral 
government ; but in the ordinary management of the great, mass of patients, the 
means to be pursued are wholly of a moral character, and in general arranged 
to act upon an entire class, kind, steady treatment, judicious classification, well- 
chosen means of employment, either of a solitary or combined nature. Much 
skill, however, is required in the application of these moans ; they require to be 
regulated by an experienced officer, who understands the management of the 
insane, and who, being constantly resident in the house, has an opportunity of 
observing every change, and is ready at once to apply the proper treatment to 
each case. The manager of such a system cannot be formed by experience alone, 
he must possess temper, and a turn of mind fitted for the very peculiar nature of 
his duty, and should never be appointed without a thorough examination into 
these qualifications. Except under the management of a person that can well 
stand the test of such an examination, we never could advocate a system of 
(misnamed) moral government ; but with the description of managers which our 
District Asylums generally possess, we conceive that quite a sufficient, provision 
is made for medical aid and guidance (so obviously essential), in the appointment 
of attending physicians of high professional character. The regulations are 
framed on this view of the leading character of these Asylums. The Asylums 
have worked well under these Regulations ; and it will appear, by the Sche- 
dule (B.) in our Appendix, that they have a good account to give of their success 
in that leading object for which they were instituted, the dismissal of cured and 
relieved patients. We can answer for the humane and judicious treatment which 
the unhappy inmates receive during their confinement, and to the tranquil and 
happy state in which they appear to be, not. more than two per cent, being under 
any restraint or coercion whatever. To exchange, then, the inspection of these 
Asylums, from officers accustomed to examine and report upon the general state 
and discipline of mixed public institutions, for a professional inspection, would be, 
in our opinion, to mistake their leading character. The medical inspector is not, 
in our opinion, fitted for the office of inspection of such a system ; and we cannot 
but fear, that to subject the present able and experienced medical practitioners, 
now employed as attending physicians, to be examined as to their medical practice, 
and reported upon by medical inspectors, on medical grounds, would be attended 
with very bad consequences. Did we not conscientiously form these opinions 
after an experience as old as the existence pf these Institutions, and after the 
most mature consideration ; did we not know that we are supported in them by 
some of the highest medical authorities, and by the general sentiment of the 
attending physicians, we should, though not without regret, willingly close our 
connexion with this interesting and satisfactory branch of our public duty. 

By the following Table it will appear, that the number confined in District 
Asylums was 1,798, the number reported last year being 1,008 patients. 

Of those not in District Asylums, the following is an abstract ; viz. 


Total number, as appears by the following Table - - - 1,500 

Deduct House of Industry in Dublin - - - 475 

Ditto - - ditto - - Cork - - - 397 

St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin - - - 150 

Private, for payment - - - - - -213 

1,235 

Remain - - - 3 


This remaining number is scattered through the Gaols and small Institutions, 
not admissible to the District Asylums. As those Tables, however, only include 
patients under care, there must remain throughout the Counties great numbers 
unprovided for, and of the amount of whom we have no means of forming any 
opinion. 
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RETURN of Persons Insane, not in District Asylums, 
on 1st January 1839. 


COUNTY. 

SITE 

of 

ASYLUM. 

NATURE 

of 

ASYLUM. 

Idiots. 


MANIA 

TOTAL. 

REMARKS. 


Curable. 

In- 

curable. 

Dublin ... 

House of Industry 

Public - 


109 


253 

476 



St. Patrick’s 

Endowed 


- 


88 

150 



Bloomfield - 

Private 


2 

6 

9 

21 



Hampstead - 

ditto 


3 

- 

17 

22 



Finglas 

ditto - 

5 

3 

35 

51 

94 


Antrim - 

Carrickfergus 

Gaol - 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 



Armagh 

ditto ... 

_ 

_ 

2 

- 

2 



Retreat 

Private 

5 

1 

8 

to 

24 


Carlow 

Carlow 

Gaol - - - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 


Cavan - 

Cavan ... 

ditto ... 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 


Clare - 

Ennis - 

ditto -.. 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 



Cork ... 

ditto ... 

_ 

- 

2 

- 

2 



Ditto - 

House of Industry 

114 

20 

127 

136 

397 



Ditto - - 

Private 


1 


15 

39 



Ditto - 

ditto - 


2 

5 

6 

’3 


Donegal 

Lifford 

Asylum 

10 

2 

1 

3 

16 


Down ... 

Downpatrick 

Gaol ... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 


Dublin - 

Kilmainham 

ditto --- 

2 

- 

- 

- 



Fermanagh 

Enniskillen - 

ditto 

1 

- 

- 

- 



Galway 

Galway 

ditto ... 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 


Kilkenny r 

Kilkenny 

Asylum 

11 

10 

8 

5 

34 


Kerry - 

Tralee 

Gaol ... 

1 

- 

2 

- 



Kildare - 

Naas - 

ditto ... 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 


Leitrim - 

Carrick-on-Shannon 

ditto 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 


Limerick 

City - 

House of Industry 

20 

21 

- 

17 

58 


Londonderry - 

Londonderry 

Infirmary 

3 

1 

- 

5 

9 


Longford 

Longford 

Gaol - 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 


Mayo - 

Castlebar 

ditto --- 

- 

- 

0 

- 

5 


Meath - 

Trim - 

ditto ... 

4 

1 

2 

- 

7 


Monaghan 

Monaghan - 

ditto ... 

1 

- 

1 

“ 



Queen’s 

Maryborough 

ditto --- 

- 


1 

- 

1 


Roscommon - 

Roscommon 

ditto ... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 


Sligo - - - 

Sligo - 

ditto ... 

- 

2 

11 

- 

13 


Tipperary 

Clonmel 

House of Industry 

1 

7 

18 

.9 

35 


Tyrone - 

Omagh 

Gaol 

3 

- 

6 

2 

11 


Waterford 

City - 

House of Industry 

17 

12 

- 

20 

49 


Westmeath 

Mullingar - 

Gaol --- 

2 

2 

3 

1 

S 


Wexford 

Wexford 

House of Industry 

7 


6 

26 

39 


Wicklow 

Wicklow 

Gaol --- 

2 


3 

2 

7 




Totals - - - 

367 

202 

314 

677 

1,560 
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SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 


LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 


State of Lunatic Asylums on 1st January 1839. 


ASYLUMS. 

COUNTIES. 

Number 
from each 
County. 

Idiots. 

w 

MANIA. 


REMARKS. 

Curable. 

In- 

curable. 


Armagh 

Armagh - - - - 

Cavan - - - - 

Monaghan - 

Fermanagh - 

49 

19 

39 

16 

j 23 

3 

48 

49 

123 ! 




123 







Limerick 

County and City 
Clare - 

Kerry ... - 

14*1 

93 

7i 

| 22 

24 

120 

140 

306 




30G 







Belfast - 

Down .... 

Antrim .... 

8 9 
106 

} 2 

4 

C 7 

122 

195 




195 







Londonderry - 

Derry - 

Donegal - 
Tyrone - - - 

53 

67 

68 

}'• 

7 

46 

121 

1S8 




188 







Dublin - 

City and County 
Meath - 

Louth - 

Wicklow .... 

222 

31 

20 

}, 

3 

148 

122 

288 




288 







Maryborough 

Queen's County 
King’s County - 
Westmeath - 

Longford - - - - 

49 

43 

31 

25 

} 9 

6 

74 

59 

148 




148 







Carlow • 

Carlow - 

Kilkenny, County and City - 
Wexford - 
Kildare - 

34 

32 

47 

30 

}" 


36 

95 

143 




143 







Ballinasloe 

Galway, City and County - 
Mayo - 

Sligo - - - - 

Roscommon ... 

Leitrim .... 

73 

48 

37 

32 

24 

} 8 

37 

26 

143 

214 




214 







■Waterford 

County .... 
City .... 

64 

30 

} >6 

- - 

37 

4 i 

9 + 




94 







Tipperary 

Clonmell .... 

99 

• 7 

2 

53 

37 

99 
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APPENDIX. 


Appendix, No. 1. 

FORM OF REPORT MADE TO GRAND JURIES. 


COUNTY OF GAOL. 

REPORT of the Inspector General, made on his Inspection of the Gaol 
prior to 1 st February 18 . 


1 th Geo. IV. Chap. 74, Sect. 55. 

I Form of 

ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO IV. CHAP. 74. HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. Report. 


Sect. 

2 . — GRAND July to appoint a Board of Superintendence, 
of not less than eight and not more than twelve persons, one- 
half of whom to be Justices of the Peace, three of whom (one 
being a Justice of the Peace) to form a quorum. Grand Jury 
empowered to present to the Board of Superintendence the 
monies to be raised under this Act, and to advance any rea- 
sonable sums to defray the expenses of the gaol. 

3. — Powers of Board of Superintendence to visit all gaols, 
to examine into their state, and into the conduct of the officers. 

4. — The Board to make bye-laws for the gaol, to be carried 
into effect by the local inspector, and to be binding upon all 
magistrates and upon sheriff's. 

5. — Limits and defines the powers of Justices of the Peace, 
not being members of the Board of Superintendence ; abuses 
to be reported by them to the Board. 

6 . — Accommodation of a county gaol. Males and females 
to be completely separated. 

Class 1. — Debtors and contempts on civil process. 

2 . — Felons convicted. 

3. — Misdemeanants ditto. 

4. — Felons untried. 

5. — Misdemeanants ditto, and want of sureties. 

Queen’s Evidence. 

Separate infirmaries for two sexes. 

Baths or bathing-tubs in places best adapted for the use of 
the different classes. 

■ Separate common halls, yards, and privies for the different 
classes, with a supply of good water. 

G. — Separate cells for prisoners, and some cells to be pro- 
vided with three beds or more. 

Two male prisoners only, never to be lodged together. 

Rooms for labour and industry. 

Cells for so'itary confinement. 

One or more chapels, with separate divisions for males and 
females, and for different classes. 

57. — Gaolers to transmit yearly returns according to the 
Schedule (E.) 

59. — Inspectors General empowered to examine persons on 
oath respecting the discipline of gaols, and to report to the 
Lord Lieutenant, See. 

62. — Book of observations and visits of officers to be kept 
in the gaol. 

G5 Sc 66. — Duties of local inspector. See. 

67. — Returns to be made by Clerks of the Peace and Crown 
to the local inspector, and annual returns of that officer to the 
Inspectors General. 

9>* c 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


68. — Grand 



Form of 
Report. 


APPENDIX TO SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 


ENACTMENTS 01? 7tli GEO. IV. CHAP. 74. 


HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 


68. — Grand Jury to appoint a chaplain of the Established 
Church, and, if required by the Court, a Protestant dissent- 
ing minister, and a clergyman of the Roman Catholic 
Church, as chaplains to the gaol, to be approved by the 
Court of Assize, and preference to be given to parochial 
clergy. 

69. — Duty of Chaplains : 

To read prayers on Sundays. 

To visit the prison twice in every week, and to ex- 
hort every prisoner. 

To attend malefactors condemned to death. 

To inspect provisions by alternate weeks on the days 
appointed. 

To keep a journal, to be produced when required to 
the Board of Superintendence. 

70 Sc 71. — Regulates salaries of chaplains, which are to be 
equal in amount. 

72. — Regulates the qualifications and appointment of phy- 
sician or surgeon. 

To visit each prison twice in every week, or oftener, if 
necessary. 

To keep a journal, See. 

Sustenance ordered by physician to be procured under 
order of the Board of Superintendence. 

72 & 74. — Apothecaries to supply medicines and other ar- 
ticles necessary for the sick. 

No apothecary providing medicines shall be physician or 
surgeon to the gaol. 

76. — Regulates presentments for fuel, prison dresses, and 
beds, &c. 

Money presented for these purposes to be paid to con- 
tractors. 


78. — Articles of bedding and prison dresses. 

79. — Contractors to account on oath. 

80. — Contracts to be made with the Clerk of the Peace. 

81. — Penalty on grand juror or inspector being concerned 
in contracts. 

82. — Poor prisoners not to receive any provisions in addition 
to the allowance of the gaol. 

83. — Debtors confined for a sum under 10 Z. to receive an 
allowance from their creditors of 2 s. Qd. per week, by order 
of the Court. 

84. — Inspectors General to prepare dietary tables, to be 
approved by the Court of King’s Bench, to be hung up in a 
conspicuous part of the common hall. 

85. — Form of dietary account, Schedule (A.) 

87.— Inspectors General to supply deficient bedding, 
dresses, &c. for the fixed establishment ‘of each gaol, accord- 
ing to the forms in Schedule (B.) and (C.) 

Collectors of excise to advance the cost of purchasing 
the same. 


88. — Grand Juries to appoint matrons. 

Matrons to receive a salary approved by the Court of 

Assize. 

89. — Authorizes the appropriation of part of the gaol as a 
house of correction. 

Exempt from the responsibility of the Sheriff. 

A Governor to be appointed by the Grand Jury. 

96.— Persons committed by local jurisdictions, to be con- 
nned m county gaol. 

by 9 «h^m«iS,n“ ° f ° f 

. \° P , en T? ““ratted within a county of a city or town 
IJentenatlt “ ei ” *“>> ° ria ° f Lord 
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ENACTMENTS OF ?tli GEO. IV. CHAP. 74. 


HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 


Sect. 

104. — Poor prisoners to be kept to such work as shall be 
appointed by the Grand Jury or Board of Superintendence. 

105. — Prisoners before trial, and not being- poor prisoners, 
may be employed, with their own consent, and to receive such 
allowance as the Board of Superintendence may appoint. 

Such employment not to interfere with classification. 

106 . — Regulates the providing teachers, books, materials, 
tools, &e. 

107. — Poor prisoners to receive one-third of their profit, if 
any arise. — This clause does not extend to persons sentenced 
to hard labour. 


108. — Keeper’s return of hard labour, according to Sche- 
dule (F.), to be made at every Assizes. 

1 09. — Twenty-four rules for the regulation of county gaols. 

Local inspector to report, on oath, on the state of the 

prison, to the Judge at every Assizes, inserting a copy 
of these rules, and his special report on the execution 
of each, (Rules 14 and 24.) 

110 . — Penalty on conveying spirituous liquors into prisons. 

111 . — Allowance made to defray the expenses to then- 
places of abode, or of honest employment of discharged 
prisoners, not having the means to pay for the same. 

112 . — Court of King’s Bench empowered to make rules 
and regulations, whether temporary or permanent. 

Also by a summary order to dismiss officers guilty of 
misconduct or disobedience to the same. 

Officers so dismissed, not re-eligible to other offices. 

113. — Officers to attend and answer all inquiries of the 
Board of Superintendence. 

117. — Regulates the issue of clothing to convicts sentenced 
to transportation. 

137. — Notice of abolition of fees to be posted in every 
gaol. 


Here follow the General Observations, which are a copy of the Report made to Parliament. 


DUBLIN DISTRICT. 


County of Dublin Gaol, Kilmainham. 

■\A7E beg to refer the Grand Jury of this county and the Board of Superintendence, to Dub 

VV our reports the last two years for the delails'of a plan to establish a sound system I)is:r 
of discipline in this gaol. It only remains for me on this year’s annual inspection, to repeat 
them, and to state that without additional accommodation in work-rooms, yards, and single 
cells, and a greater number of turnkeys for inspection, with a task-master, to provide tor, 
and manage the employment of every prisoner, it would be quite impossible for the present 
number of officers to accomplish any of the great objects required by law ; such as a rigid dis- 
cipline, carried on by the total absence of all communication amongst criminals ; by constant 
work, and inspection at it ; by a minute division into classes; by a single cell at night for 
every prisoner, following a day of labour by a night of solitude, and by allocating a few- 
large cells for the total separation of recommittals and incorrigible tried prisoners. These 
things cannot be enforced without the aid of the Grand Jury and Board providing the 
means, and then enforcing the system. 

Should this necessary discipline be provided for, I do not hesitate to say, it will prove 
economical to the county, by lessening crime, decreasing the number of recommittals, im- 
proving the habits of many, as well as ibe increased economy in expenditure which always 
accompanies order and regularity. The change of diet also from bread to a mixed food of 
potatoes and meal, which is almost universal in Ireland, would also create a large saving 
in the expenditure. 

9 i. c 2 The 
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Dublin The Government have for many years used this gaol for collecting convicts, previous to 
District, embarkation, and this circumstance would create much crowding and inconvenience in anv 
' gaol where a good system was provided for and followed up. It is, under present circum- 
stances, less injury in this respect than to any other prison in Ireland, as no system of 
work, silence, and good classification has been attempted for many years ; nor could it 
extend far, as there are but 66 cells for an average of 160 prisoners, belonging to the county 
even if there were not a Government convict in the gaol, and the rest of the accommodation 
is equally defective. An addition to the gaol is the effective remedy, though much advan- 
tage might be obtained by raising some of the stories, building a cooking kitchen, and four 
work-rooms, and allowing three more turnkeys. 

A good school is now established in this gaol ; there is a tread wheel for hard-labour 
sentences. The female classes are divided into three, and are employed, clothed, and 
instructed under the care of a matron and assistant, who are anxious to perform their duty 
but the want of single cells is a great drawback. The local inspector, governor, and chap- 
lains are attentive to their various duties ; the sick arc carefully attended to, and the gaol 
is kept as clean and orderly as its crowded state, and the circumstances I have reported, 
admit of. The tried prisoners are clothed, and the books and registries correctly kept. 

The Board of Superintendence meet monthly, and I would submit for their consideration 
that a public kitchen should be at once provided for, in order to change the diet, and save 
about 300 1. per annum. 

That the chapel should be enlarged by another gallery, and divided so as to separate the 
classes at worship and school. 

That bye-laws should be established, and a separate hospital should be built; only two 
rooms are now allocated for the purpose, and they might then be divided into cells, which 
with 30 cells that might be added by raising a story two of the low buildings, as suggested 
by the Governor, would nearly give sufficient sleeping cells for criminals. 

If the prison was lighted by gas, and heated by hot air, I believe a considerable saving 
would eventually arise. 

A few prisoners, especially three hard-labour men, receive 2 J d. per day for whitewashing 
and otherwise cleansing the gaol. I doubt much the legality or advantage of paying pri° 
soners out of the county funds for prison work ; it is a bad method of securing good 
conduct. 

A few pair of blankets are wanted, which the local inspector undertook to provide ; and 
the cell windows should be glazed. 

I shall conclude this report by stating that under such adverse circumstances, and inferior 
accommodation, it is very creditable to all the officers, and particularly the resident oues, 
that so much order prevails. 

There is no accommodation for the turnkeys to sleep in the gaol. 

Neiogate. 

This Gaol, which has been the source of so much uneasiness, and the subject of so many 
unfavourable reports, presents this year quite a new scene. The numbers, which in former 
years fluctuated from 250 to 400 prisoners, are now so reduced, that on the day of inspection 
the prison contained but 86 males and 68 females for trial or further examination; there 
being, in addition to these, 32 debtors, lunatics, and convicts not properly inmates of this 
prison ; the total confined being 186. The numbers had much increased since a visit of 
some weeks before, when the total number was not much above half that amount. The 
numbers being now so materially diminished, it would become more easy to extend the 
system of school instruction to all the adult prisoners ; and it is submitted to the Board of 
Superintendence, that the attendance at school should be made compulsory on all who are 
likely to derive any benefit from it. 

No steps have as yet been taken to carry into effect the presentment made for re-building 
the gaol of Newgate. 

The great objectwhich the Government and Grand Jury had in view having been effected 
com P leti ? n extensive prisons for the convicted males and females. 

The penitentiary system is now in full operation in them, and it becomes therefore a 
matter of less comparative consequence to make provision for the better accommodation of 
the untried class. 

No system of work is carried on in Newgate. The regulations of the Prison Act are com- 
plied with so far as they can be introduced, and attention is paid to the cleanliness and 
order of the prison. 

The bread diet is still continued, but contracted for on reasonable terms. 


Grange Gorman Female Penitentiary. 

In our last report we stated that the object of this institution is to receive all females 
unaer sentence of imprisonment within the city of Dublin; and also, with the concurrence 
• ^tnorities of the city, to detain all female convicts under rule of transportation dur- 
3™rL S whl , chmter Y n ene s between the time of their assembling and that of their 

,i„r r „, T „ . , Q ,. 0r the colonies. The expenses attendant upon the convict department being 
octahhc \ 0 a p e P u blic, and consequently a separate system of accounts and stores being 

W J o sSSt' the ? irccti °" of the # overno ' ° f tho penSteatUr^. 

nipnt rf -? t te , t' le moral government of the institution, as well as the entire manage- 
ment ot the instruction and work of the inmates, is placed wholly under the control of the 
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matron, who is an officer of much experience, selected by Mrs. Fry, and appointed by the Dublin 
Government on her recommendation ; and we are gratified, after a further trial of another District. 

year, to confirm the testimony which we bore in our last report to the ability and effective * v 

Government of Mrs. Rawlins. The experiment of an extensive and exclusive female prison 
was a new one. The matron had no precedent in this country or elsewhere to guide her, no 
line marked out as to the most beneficial mode of employing the classes, nor any channel 
opened through which work could be procured for them ; yet in the face of these difficulties 
the penitentiary has been established under a judicious system of bye-laws, and an ample 
supply of profitable work has been provided, as will appear by the detailed statements 
annexed to this report. 

The total number of prisoners confined on the day of inspection were 352 women and 37 
children, 159 cases of felony, 8 convicts, and the remaining number charged with or con- 


victed of crimes of a lighter character. 

Of these were employed. 

Plain work ------ 233 

In laundry - - 15 

Cooks - -- -- -- - 10 

Other works - -- -- -- 18 

Total at Work - - - 276 

Nurses with children iq/ This , class en ‘ 

Sick T 6 1 ttrely separated. 

In reception ward, not employed, and drunkards 41 

Total Females - - - 352 


The system of this institution is at present carried on to a great disadvantage, in conse- 
quence of the unfinished state of the improvements which are in progress ; but half the 
total number of separate cells which the penitentiary will coutain (viz. 240) are as yet avail- 
able, and for the reception of the number stated as now in the house there are but 120 
separate cells, with 150 beds in other apartments. The consequence is, that the occupied 
wards are crowded beyond their due limits ; and it is a matter of considerable difficulty for 
each matron to attend to the instruction and work of a number beyond that which ought 
to form one class under the care of a single person; and there is much difficulty and dis- 
couragement in endeavouring to keep up a system of silence even to that extent which pre- 
serves decorum, and precludes evil communication in wards in which there is at present no 
means of separation by night. All this will be remedied as soon as the new work shall be 
completed ; and it is very creditable to the matrons in general to observe the orderly state 
of the classes under these obvious disadvantages. 

We made accurate inquiries in each class on the day of inspection, as to the degree of 
knowledge which the several matrons possess of the character and circumstances of each 
individual placed under their care, as well as to their progress in reading as well as in work. 
Allowance is to be made for the unsettled state of the prison, and the consequent fluctua- 
tions in the classes which must now take place; but, on the whole, we could not but observe 
marked shades of difference in the apparent efficiency of the class matrons ; there are several 
valuable officers amongst them, but as the ultimate and complete success of this most 
interesting branch of the prison department wholly depends on the competency of this class 
of officers, we must particularly impress upon the valuable head matron, that every exertion 
of her intelligence and watchfulness is required in observing the conduct of the class matrons, 
and that no consideration or feeling whatsoever should induce her to keep an unqualified 
subordinate officer. We are confident that the benefits of this female prison will extend far 
beyond the metropolis in which it is situated. We look to it as a model of female prison 
discipline, and shall endeavour to prevail on the Grand Juries of the several counties 
throughout Ireland to procure matrons for the county gaols from the Grange Gorman 
Female Penitentiary. This has been already done in more than one instance, and with 
encouraging effect. 

The governor, Mr. Marquess, is an effective and zealous officer; in his hands is placed 
the safe custody and other responsibility inseparable, under the existing law, from the station 
he holds in the prison; he also has the entire management of the expenditure, profit or loss 
on work, store accounts, custody of stores, & c. &c. The books of the penitentiary are well 
planned and carefully kept, and the annual cost per head of the prisoners (including pro- 
portion of salaries and all expenses) is below that of any other prison in Ireland, the whole 
amounting to less than 12/. 13s. per head. This calculation is made on the assumption 
that the total expenditure (for an average of 373 inmates each day) amounts to 4,718/. for the 
last year, whereas from this is to be deducted an actual credit to the city in profit of work, 
amounting to 127 1 . ios. 4 d., which reduces the cost per head to little more than 12 1 . 6 s. 

The sick are now placed in large and well-ventilated dormitories, and are carefully attended 
to by Dr. Harty and Mr. Read, the physician and surgeon of the city gaols. A new and 
extensive infirmary is nearly completed, containing three large wards and eight other apart- 
ments, exclusive of the kitchen and bath-rooms. The infirmary contains also two yards, 
with an abundant supply of water. 

An extensive laundry is also nearly ready, which will enable the matron to employ in 
washing an additional number of females ; and from the convenient and complete manner 
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Dublin ' in which this department will be arranged, a considerable profit on contracts for extern work 
District, may be expected. 

’ There are three baths in the reception-ward, and the finished part of the whole prison is 

heated by warm water. 

The whole of the classes are completely clothed in a uniform dress, the state of clean- 
liness of the wards is highly creditable, the diet arranged according to the Schedule laid 
down in the Prison Act, and the mixed table is adopted. 

A committee of ladies continue their benevolent visits to the inmates. The Sisters of 
Charity are constant in their attention to the females of their own persuasion, and their 
instructions are valuable to them. It is to be wished that some arrangement should, if 
practicable, be made for tracing the course and conduct of discharged females who have 
oiven evidence, during their period of imprisonment, of a real improvement in the state of 
their mind and character. Provision has already been made for the reception of a small 
number of the discharged and destitute in a temporary house of refuge taken for that pur- 
pose. The commencement of this retreat has received the gracious sanction of Her Majesty, 
and a public grant of 500 1 has been made ; it has been opened under a committee of ladies. 
The Marchioness of IMormanby having consented to become the first patroness, the com- 
mittee have reason to hope for a considerable accession to their funds, and to be enabled to 
take a suitable house. A number of interesting cases have already appeared to take advan- 
take of the refuge, and there is every encouragement to hope that the moral good to be 
effected by the discipline and instruction received in the penitentiary, and the means pro- 
vided for extending its effects beyond the period of imprisonment, will realise the most san- 
guine expectations of the Board of Superintendence and others who arc connected with this 
valuable institution. 

We cannot close a report on the Grange Gorman Penitentiary without expressing our 
sense of the zealous and able superintendence afforded at its first opening, and in its sub- 
sequent progress, by the Board appointed under the Act of 183b for transferring this 
building to the city of Dublin. To the excellent regulations established by them, and 
their unwearied exertions to forward the interests of the institution, its present advance and 
promise of future good are to be attributed. 


Richmond Penitentiary . 

This prison has undergone a great change since the period of our last inspection. Prior 
to that time the females had been removed to Grange Gorman Penitentiary, but the works 
in progress, to increase the accommodation for the reception of all classes of convicted 
males, were none of them completed. 

The new Radial Building is now occupied ; it contains 95 large cells, calculated for the 
“ separate system,” without day-rooms, and that system is in full operation. The prisoners 
are kept apart from each other during the day and night, with the exception of two hours, 
one allotted for breakfast and exercise in the yard, the other for dinner and exercise. The 
whole of these two hours is passed with a strict rule of silence, under the care of the 
officers. At all other times the prisoners are confined in their separate cells, from which the 
bedding and cots in which they sleep are removed during the day-time, a seat being left in 
the celL In this part of the prison are placed the persons committed for two months and 
under, principally consisting of those sentenced by the magistrates for a few days ; and it 
was truly gratifying to contrast the circumstances of their situation here, under the most 
rigid system of discipline, with what we had so long witnessed and lamented, when impri- 
sonment of the same class, in crowded and contaminating intercourse with each other, was 
calculated to render their punishment the means of their further corruption. The system 
of total separation is peculiarly suited to cases of short confinement, and we trust that its 
good effects will appear in the diminished number of recommittals. 

The old building consists of two parts : 

1st. The wing, which is complete and occupied, containing in all 112 cells, in which 208 
prisoners were confined on the day of inspection. Ninety-six of these cells are of sufficient 
size to admit of the “ separate system,” 60 of which are sufficiently light to enable the inmate 
to carry on any trade with the door of the cell closed. That system cannot now be intro- 
duced, as the number of prisoners is nearly double that of the number of cells, nor is the 
arrangement made so as necessarily to introduce it hereafter, as the wide corridors and day- 
rooms afiord opportunity for adopting either the separate or congregated system by day, as 
may be deemed most expedient. A rule of silence is now in force, so far as circumstances 
permit, but cannot be perfectly established until the whole building is available. 

2d. The wing which is not yet ready for the reception of prisoners, and which consists 
of 96 cells, similarly circumstanced with those in the other wing ; and it will appear, from 
an examination of tne numbers stated above, that as soon as this part of the penitentiary is 
completed, the accommodation will afford a separate cell to about the average of the com- 
mittals of the classes at present received ; viz. all convicted males, not however including 
convicts under rule of transportation, juvenile offenders, or persons committed for drunken- 
ness under 6 &. 7 Will. 4, c. 38, the two latter of which classes are now confined in the 
Smithfield Penitentiary. 

The 
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The number of cells herein enumerated contained in the whole, on the day of inspection, Dublin 
precisely 300 prisoners : PlstriCt ' 

In Radial Building ------ 79 

In the Old Prison ------ 20S 

In Hospital ..-----13 

300 


The 208 confined in the old prison were thus disposed of — 
Working at or learning trades - 
Laundry - - 

Gardening, &c. ------ 

Whitewashing and class duties - 

Tread wheel ------ 

Approvers ------- 


81 

18 

35 

43 

2 9 


208 


There is a want of turnkeys’ rooms in the Radial Building. There is a very small room 
in each corridor allotted to the turnkey, not affording any means of cooking. It has been 
suggested by the officers that, at a comparatively trifling expense, a building might be 
erected at the entrance to this class, to contain turnkeys’ rooms. The building would be 
situated in the point to which the rays of the prison verge, and consequently each turnkey 
would have a view of his own class from his room. 

The whole of this penitentiary is warmed by hot water. Two turnkeys have been removed 
from Newgate, and two additional ones have been appointed since the late changes have 

been^made^ ^ ^ maIe pen i ten tiary, and of that for females in Grange Gorman-lnne, 
affords to us every encouragement to think that the benefits which were contemplated when 
the Grand Jury liberally consented to so great an outlay on the prisons will be fully 
realised and that these extensive establishments, conducted on true penitentiary principles, 
will exhibit sucli a practical example of the benefits of prison discipline in Dublin as will 
render them models for imitation in other counties, and will completely redeem the pledge 
which was -riven by us to the city when the presentments were recommended. 

The advantage of the late alteration in the laws respecting the prisons of the metropolis 
has in nothing been more beneficially felt than in the appointment of a Board of Superinten- 
dence. It requires the constant attention of so influential a body invested with the powers 
which the Act has given to them, to conduct and watch over so extensive a department as 
that placed under their care ; and we trust it will not be deemed presumptuous m us to 
offer our testimony to the ability and good effect, as well as the indefatigable attention, 

with which the Board have discharged their important duties. 

The regulations of the Board are well carried into effect by Sir Edward Stanley, the local 
inspectorof the prisons of the city; the medical officers, whose duties also extend over the 
whole of the prisons, are zealous and effective in the exercise of their respective offices; 
while the state of this prison does much credit to Mr. Purdou, the Governor. 

Separate chaplains are appointed to each prison, and fulfil their important duties with 
regularity and attention. . 

The school of the prison is carried on with regularity, lhe prisoners are regularly 
clothed; a good system of bye-laws established; and the other provisions of the law 

03 The dieTar^ri economical and sufficient; it differs from the tables laid down in the Prison 
Act, Schedule (A.), both being introduced. 

Smithtield Penitentiary. 

On the day of inspection, this institution contained 12 1 hoys, and 33 persons committed 
for drunkenness, for a term not exceeding 24 hours. ...... 

The boys are employed at picking wool, washing, and other works, and principally at 

“Uomd the wards clean, and in good order. It is intended, on the completion of the 
works at Richmond Penitentiary, to remove the juvenile offenders to that prison. 

Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

[ FOUND this asylum in the highly creditable state to which it has been gradually 
advancing since the appointment of Mr. and Mrs. Wrigley, the present manager and 

The inclosure of the new ground (16 acres) has been completed, and the return is so 
satisfactory, that, exclusive of a considerable sale of vegetables, potatoes have been raised 
sufficient for the supply of the whole of the inmates of the asylum. Since last inspection 
a great improvement has been made by the erection of a gardener s house and walking sheds 
in that ground. q 

91. c 4 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



20 APPENDIX TO SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 


Dublin 

District. 


On the day of my inspection there were 289 patients confined — 

198 Cells in the Centre House. 

42 Beds in Dormitories. 

42 Ditto in Convalescent Wings. 


The asylum was therefore quite full. 

Of the 289 patients, not above 30 were unemployed, and but two under restraint. It is 
gratifying in the inspection of the district asylums, and was particularly striking in the 
Richmond, to observe the great decrease of the number of cases, and particularly the great 
proportion of the insane patients, both curable and incurable, who appear to be happy, °and 
are amenable to rule, manifest proofs of gentle and kind treatment. 

I would beg to submit to the Board, that a great improvement would be made by 
a general and uniform system of clothing, the want of which renders the appearance of the 
male classes less creditable than in other asylums. 

The particulars respecting expenditure, work, cure of patients, &c., will be found in the 
tabular sheet contained in our Appendix, Schedule (B.) 

Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 

This branch of the House of Industry is conducted with the care and exclusive attention 
to cleanliness which distinguishes the whole establishment, and which is indispensably 
necessary in the lunatic wards and dormitories, which contain a proportion of inmates to 
the extent of accommodation not to be seen in any other public institution. In one room 
the dimensions of which are 42 by 36 feet, and half of which was set apart for meals, and 
consequently unoccupied by the patients, I saw 230 women, incurable lunatics, seated, 
whose quiet deportment, and cleanly, neat appearance, as well as the absence of all bad 
smell, was, under such circumstances, truly surprising, and does great credit to the 
managers. The cells in the lower house, which contained. 34 males and 60 females, were in 
a state of the highest order and cleanliness. 

The total confined on the day of inspection were — 


Idiots - X14 

Epileptic i 0 g 

Mania -if orabl , e , - - 

^Incurable - 253 

Total - - - 476 


Sheriffs’ Prison. 

I found this prison in as good order as it has ever been. The present Governor is an 
attentive and efficient officer, and pays eveiy attention to the comfort and good conduct of 
the prisoners. It cannot, however, be expected that a place of confinement so constituted 
can be brought to that state of order and cleanliness which can be enforced in a common 
gaol or house of correction occupied by prisoners supported by the public, subjected to strict 
discipline, under a course of work and instruction, and confined in classes. 

The regulations and rents of this prison are established under a very old order of the 
Court, and would require modification. 

City Marshalsca. 

I found this prison in as good order as circumstances permit, and clean. All pauper 
allowances are afforded. There were, 


Occupying Rooms 
In Common Hall - 
Females 

- 12 prisoners. 

18 — 


Total - - - 33 — 


Pour Courts Marshalsca. 

Since the period of our last Report, we have to lament the loss of the late valuable Mar- 
shal, Captain Monck Mason, n. n., under whose care the Marshalsea underwent an impor- 
tant reform in its moral state. A scene of perpetual disorder and insubordination, of which 
we had long complained, yielded during his government to the judicious system of manage- 
ment carried on by him. The order and peaceful state of the prison proved that the regula- 
tions 01 the Queen’s Bench were firmly carried into effect, while the kind and gentle spirit 
m which these regulations were administered, the considerate regard shown on all occasions 
to the feelings of the higher, and humane attention to the comforts of the pauper classes, 
gained to the Marshal the confidence and esteem of all, and secured to him that general 
support and acquiescence m his measures essential to the good government of an institution 
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so constituted as the Four Courts Marshalsea. Captain Mason was respected as an Dublin 
officer by every individual, and is lamented by each as a kind and benevolent friend. District. 

Although the loss of an officer possessed of so superior qualifications must be followed * s 
by the deepest regret, we have the satisfaction to think that the arduous duties are placed 
in very competent hands. In the official intercourse we have already had with the present 
Marshal we have had much satisfaction, and every reason to believe that he possesses every 
disposition to continue the course of discipline pursued by his predecessor, and will be found 
well qualified for his office. 

On the day of inspection there were in the buildings 94 persons : — 


First Class - 27 

Second Class, Common Halls - - - - 14 

Third Class, Pauper ----- 53 


94 


The Marshalsea continues to derive much benefit from being placed under the care of the 
Board of Public Works, who receive quarterly returns of deficiencies, and supply them on 
the report of their architect and an Inspector-general of Prisons. 

Some difficulty still arises from the arrear of rents in state rooms, and it is submitted to 
their lordships, the Judges of the Queen’s Bench, to place in the hands of the Marshal a 
discretionary power when such arrears occur, or when a state room is vacant, without an 
applicant for the same, to place such room on the footing of the rooms denominated free 
rooms, so long as the circumstances of the Marshalsea may render it expedient so to do. 

Saint Patrick’s Hospital for Lunatics. 

(Founded by Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s.) 

This extensive establishment is progressively improving, and affords to us sincere satis- 
faction in our inspection. Mr. and Mrs. Cummins, the manager and matron, are justly 
entitled to the entire confidence of the Board of Governors. 

Nothing can be more gratifying than the apparent comfort of the higher classes, or the 
attention paid to the poor and free patients. 

The numbers in the asylum on the day of inspection were, 


First Class 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

- 5 

Second Class 

- *4 - - 

- 9 - - 

- 33 

Third Class 

- 10 - - 

- 13 ~ * 

- 23 

Free Patients 

- 44 - - 

- 55 - - 

- 99 


Totals - - - 71 

79 

150 


Above 100 of these patients were employed. Every provision is made for the improve- 
ment of the minds of all classes of the inmates, occupation and rational sources of amuse- 
ment being supplied, suited to the rank and habits of each ; and it is strikingly to be 
observed, in this" and other lunatic asylums in our inspection, how very small a proportion, 
compared with former times, appear to be in a melancholy state of mind. Even in cases 
where slow, if any progress is making towards recovery, the efforts of the managers to 
render the individuals contented and cheerful (than which nothing can more tend to amend- 
ment) are strikingly successful. 


Private Asylums. 

These asylums continue at Finglas and other villages near Dublin, and consist of those 
of Drs. Harty, Duncan, and Gregory, at Finglas ; Dr. Eustace, at Hampstead ; Dr. Townsend, 
at Ballyboden, with the Retreatat Bloomfield, near Donny brook. 

Their numbers are stated in our general Report. They are severally well conducted and 
respectable establishments ; the treatment of the inmates mild, and their accommodation 
comfortable. 


Saint Sepulchre’s Manor Prison. 

This prison is now clear of pauper prisoners. The persons confined in rooms had no 
complaints to make. The Marshal is a respectable officer. 


9 1, 
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NORTH DISTRICT. 


County of Antrim Gaol, Carrickfergus. 

On the day of my inspection there were 246 prisoners confined, and the accommodation 
consists of 50 cells, and four rooms, for this enormous number; upwards of 100 of these are 
for trial, and consequently not sentenced to imprisonment. This unusual crowded state of 
the gaol obliges me to again report with additional strength, as we have done for years, the 
absolute necessity of the county of Antrim at once providing more prison accommodation 
in the county, as otherwise some sad fatality will occur, from contagious disease, or the 
Governor being obliged to refuse admittance to convicted prisoners from want of room. 
Were it not for the house of correction in Belfast this would now occur, and even there the 
crowded state is such as to preclude the gaol discipline and order required by the Act. 
We are of opinion, and facts bear us out in it, that this increase of numbers and crime is 
much to be attributed to the crowded state of the gaols, and consequent want of accommo- 
dation to carry on a sound system of discipline, work, separation, silence, classification, or 
unisliment. The classes are frequently mixed together, contrary to law. At night num- 
ers sleep in one cell, and the contamination arising from this free communication of all 
grades of crime must produce every evil result. On examination of the registry I find that 
the unusual number of recommittals, viz. 241, within the last nine months, bears me out in 
the opinion that the state of the gaol is one cause of the increase of crime. 

We again recommend to the Grand Jury to erect a large house of correction in Belfast, 
capable of containing all tried prisoners, and the present county gaol at Carrickfergus 
would be sufficient for the untried, without alteration. Should this be decided upon, the 
employment of prisoners at Belfast in profitable work would soon repay the county the 
expense, and in no other place in the county could this saving be effected. 

It is always gratifying to us to report, that notwithstanding this state of things, the 
duty of all the officers is attended to ; indeed, without the zeal and attention of the Local 
Inspector and Governor, the internal order of this prison would be discreditable and injuri- 
ous to the county. Mr. Erskine, the Governor, has within the last year employed the 
prisoners in stone-breaking, and bears testimony to the good effects of employment, though 
it is at considerable risk, in congregating them in such numbers, from want of room. The 
female classes are attended to by a qualified matron and assistant ; the unusual number of 
64 females are confined, and though two small rooms have been built in the yard, to make 
a second class, there is not sufficient accommodation. The numbers in this gaol created a 
large class of boys, and at my suggestion, last inspection, the Governor placed them in a 
class, and the result of a year’s experience has proved very interesting and creditable to the 
schoolmaster. 

The prison is kept remarkably clean, under the circumstances; there is good school in- 
struction, the diet regular and economical, and the books accurately kept; the chaplains 
attend regularly, and the medical officer pays great attention to the sick, amongst the 
county and town prisoners in separate hospitals. 

There is no tread wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour; no regular prison dresses, 
and no bye-laws yet established. 


North 

District. 


House of Correction at Belfast. 

This prison calls for a separate report, on account of the value and efficiency of the esta- 
blishment in work and discipline, under great disadvantages of accommodation and security. 
There are but 36 cells and three day-rooms in use for an average of 76 prisoners. Not- 
withstanding this crowded state, the clear profits of the work last year amounted to 
3.57 Z. is. 5 d., an amount far exceeding any gaol in Ireland. This will satisfy the Grand 
Jury of the pecuniary advantage to the county of erecting a large prison in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Belfast, which need not be included in any future Act for making the 
town a distinct county. 

It is but justice also to report on the zeal and attention of the local inspector, chaplains, 
and medical officers of this establishment. The Governor, Mr. Forbes, is a highly-qualified 
officer, and nothing is required to make this prison one of the best in the kingdom, but 
sufficient room, and cells to provide for classification by day and night, and such a separa- 
tion in work, and absence of free communication amongst the prisoners, as would create 
rational punishment, and a reform of character. The present building insecure, and not 
even planned with a view to inspection. 

A good school is established, and the female classes are employed and instructed under 
an excellent matron. The prisoners are all clothed in a prison dress. Bye-laws are esta- 
blished, the diet is* economically provided for, and the books and registry carefully kept. 
Ihe Board ot superintendence meet monthly, and provide as far as practicable for the wants 
ot this county establishment ; there is no regular hospital. 

It would be much to be regretted that this prison should be removed from near Belfast, 
where such a facility exists of obtaining profitable work, instruction in trades, and a choice 
of working officers to carry the Act of Parliament into execution. 

TPoi'I, 0 m °Tk tU t eyS a f ve / equired t0 conduct the du ty. and a clerk 'to keep the books and 

usrol p, Je„t forS dltL ^ * 0 " !y ^ per a s “ ra muoh below t,,e 
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Belfast Lunatic Asylum. 

This provincial asylum for the lunatic poor of the counties of Antrim, Down, and 
town of Carrickfergus, calls for a most favourable report, and is managed with similar good 
effects as the other establishments in Ireland. 

There are now 196 patients, 155 of which were employed at some useful works ; there 
were none under restraint or sick, and the average number of cures which were effected 
during the year, are chiefly to be attributed to the wholesome employment, moral, kind 
government, and medical treatment of the patients. A Board of Directors attend regu- 
larly to the interests of this institution ; there are twenty-four acres of ground attached to 
it, which provides agricultural employment for the males, and a considerable quantity of 
linen and calico has been made by the patients. The Appendix gives the cost and expen- 
diture. 

State of Asylum on Inspection. 


Recovered and discharged within the last year - - - -45 

Ditto, taken by friends - -- -- -- -9 

Died- - - 2 ° 

Remaining in Asylum --------- 196 


Bridewell at Ballymena. 

I found this bridewell in a very filthy state, and no attention paid to the duty by the 
keeper ; no proper separation is kept up between males and females, though accommodation 
is provided for that purpose. There are two day-rooms, eight cells, and two yards ; what 
little duty is done appears performed mostly by a deputy, and some cells occupied by the 
keeper. Under these circumstances, I submit that the Grand Jury should remedy the evil, 
or withdraw the salary from so inefficient an officer. 

Ballymoney. 

I found this small prison in excellent order, and in every way differently kept from 
Ballymena ; there is sufficient accommodation for temporary purposes ; the pauper prisoners 
•are fed, and the registry kept. 

Antrim. 

There are but two cells here, without yards, day-rooms, or pump; it can only be con- 
sidered as a lock-up for a few hours, and not a bridewell. The law requires an efficient small 
prison in every quarter sessions towD, and I submit that one should be presented for. 


County Armagh Gaol. 

No alteration has taken place in this county gaol since our last inspection and report? 
and no legal steps have been taken to provide additional accommodation, without which no 
system of improved discipline can be carried on. The local inspector informed me that a 
plan was in progress to erect a house of correction in rear of the old gaol, to contain 120 
cells, but we have for so many years urged this upon the Grand Jury without effect, that we 
almost despair of obtaining it without the interference of Government and the judge at the 
assizes, under the 133d clause of the Prison Act. Our duty is only to report the facts and 
the state of the gaol ; we have not power to enforce a correction of such existing evils, yet 
it is right to state, that in almost every county in Ireland we have been able to influence the 
Grand Juries to erect new gaols, or additions calculated to remedy the defects of the old 
system, and to provide for "the increase of crime consequent on the increase of population, 
and a more rigid execution of the law. 

On the day of my inspection there were 114 prisoners confined, and only eighteen cells, 
and some larger rooms to confine them in. Need 1 add more than this single fact to satisfy 
this enlightened and populous county of the sad state of this establishment, and how 
hopeless the cause of reform amongst the inmates must be, where the criminals sleep in 
crowds together in the cells, work together, and eat their food at one table, without the 
possibility of even legal classification, or a separation of the evil from the better disposed 
inmates. Independent of any moral results that would necessarily arise from increased 
accommodation, I would ur<re on the Grand Jury the utter impossibility of making the 
gaol a place of legitimate punishment to a criminal, with the present number of cells and 
work-rooms. 

The male prisoners are employed at present together, stone-breaking, and the females 
spinning and cleansing the prison ; there is a treadwheel to execute the sentence to hard 
labour, and the chaplains, medical attendant, and other officers are attentive to their various 
duties ; the prison is kept in good order as respects cleanliness and the routine of duty, and 
we owe much to the zealous efforts of the local inspector, Doctor Ividd, without whose 
superintendence and care much confusion, if not worse, would arise from the crowded state 
of the prison. 

A good school and bye-laws have been established, and the diet is economically and 
carefully attended to. 
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North 

District. 


No prison dress is allowed by the county, no attempt is made to morally improve the 
habits of the prisoners, by instructing them in trades, and it would be impossible under the 
circumstances, to preserve that silence and separation so uecessary to prevent contamination • 
I must consequently report, for the information of the Grand Jury, that without additional 
buildings, no further attempt can be made to remove this county gaol from the worst class 
of Irish prisons. 

District Lunatic Asylum. 

It is an interesting subject to the Inspectors General of Prisons to inspect and report 
upon the ten provincial lunatic asylums, now established in Ireland, under a special Act of 
Parliament. We were in office at their commencement in 1821 ; assisted in their formation 
and regulations as directed by the Act of Parliament, and have witnessed with gratification 
their approach to as much perfection as the subject of the treatment and cure of this disease 
admits of at present. It was painful to us to hear that these institutions were in future to be 
taken out of our hands, and placed under the care of the Commissioners of the Poor Laws. 
We were supported in this view by the highest medical authorities in Ireland. These insti- 
tutions have manifestly succeeded under our care ; the system has prospered and been 
approved of by the best public judges; the proportion of cures has far exceeded anythin^ 
known in Europe under the care of moral government, which we suggested, under the 
guidauce of medical care and skill, and we do dread the results of any chance which 
economy, or undervaluing moral government and constant employment, might suggest. 

The Armagh Asylum continues to support its high character for the care and cure of 
lunatic patients, under the management of Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, and the constant care 
of Dr. Kidd and the Board of Directors. I found the institution on inspection in excellent 
order, 98 patients were employed out of 123, and experience has given satisfactory proof of 
the importance of employment and moral treatment in the cure of the disease. 

The average number confined is 118, and the cost per head, including every expense, 
amounts to 16/. 6 s. l d. ; out of this the cost per head for diet is 4 d., and the total expense 
of the institution amounts to 1,987/. 12s. 3d., providing for the lunatic poor of four 
counties, viz. Armagh, Monaghan, Cavan, and Fermanagh. 

A considerable quautity of linen, &c. is manufactured by the patients, exclusive of the 
agricultural labour; there were none in hospital, or under any restraint, on the day of my 
inspection ; thirteen acres of ground arc attached to the asylum. 

The following was the state on the 11th September 1838 : — 


In the Asylum - 

Convalescent 

Curable 

Incurable, old cases 
Idiots 


7 ° 

20 


123 


Bridewell at Market Hill. 

This temporary place of confinement is only five miles from the county gaol, and 
contains merely separation for males and females, viz. two small day-rooms and two cells ; it 
is kept clean and regular, the registry attended to, and the pauper prisoners are fed. 

Ballybot, Notary. 

Tins small place of confinement, containing two day-rooms, two cells, and two yards, is 
carefully kept by Mr. Guy ; six cells should be added to it, as it is constantly filled, with 
criminals on route to the county gaol. Some blankets were required, which I requested the 
inspector at Armagh gaol to provide. 

Lurgati. 

This is a new bridewell, and contains the legal accommodation of two day-rooms, two 
yards, and six cells, for prisoners in transitu to the county gaol. The keeper is attentive 
to his duty, and the prison kept clean and regular. 

Private Lunatic Asylum. 


County of Cavan Gaol. 

The additions to this county gaol have enabled the Board to establish a good system of 
classification, and to provide a cell for each prisoner at night when not crowded, with 
employment for all the prisoners; and these primary objects in gaol discipline are strictly 
attended to by the local inspector, Governor, and resident officers, who are zealous and in- 
telligent in their various stations, and anxious to pursue a system that would reach the 
higher objects of the law in confinement, if the means of doiiiu- so are provided, viz. the 
moral improvement of individual prisoners, such a state of perfect silence, preserved by 

constant 
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constant inspection, so as to prevent any communication among the criminals, with pro- North 
fitable and useful work, and efficient school instruction. There are but four class turnkeys District, 
for six classes ; and as the silent system can only be practised and enforced by the constant ' v 
presence of the turnkeys, the Governor is unable to carry it on to any extent ; though the 
attempt is about to be made : moral improvement will much depend on the prevention of 
any communication amongst the criminals, and unless the Board and Grand Jury will grant 
another turnkey, and make the schoolmaster’s spare time available for the same purpose, 
these great objects of prison discipline cannot be obtained. Some progress also had been 
made in teaching prisoners trades or other useful work, but the local inspector and Governor 
inform me that the Board of Superintendence had given directions against it for the present, 
and deemed it better to continue stone-breaking for the roads. 

There are 68 cells, which in ordinary cases gives one to each prisoner, which is very im- 
portant, as it acts as a great privation on bad characters, and at least prevents communica- 
tion and bad example for 10 hours. The prisoners are all employed at stone-breaking, and 
a good school is carried on daily, and the hard-labour sentences are executed on the tread- 
wheel. 

The prisoners are all clothed in a prison dress, the gaol kept remarkably clean, the 
officers attend to their duty, the diet is economically provided for, the sick attended to by 
the medical officer, aud the books and registry correctly kept. 

These things are all valuable, and highly creditable to the gaol officers ; but if the system 
stops here, and the neighbouring gaols proceed with all the practical improvements in dis- 
cipline, such as the silent system, and profits to the county, as well as individuals, arising 
from trades, Cavau prison will no longer be estimated as amongst our best establishments. 0 

The Board of Superintendence perseveringly continued to meet regularly and enforce 
good order by their encouragement and guidance, and it is a loss to the prison that circum- 
stances have latterly prevented a regular attendance. 

The female department is admirably well managed, under a well-qualified matron, who 
instructs and employs them in two classes. Some cells are wanted for classification at 
night. The matron is underpaid for the duty, and an assistant is often required. 

Bridewells. 

There are three small places of confinement in the quarter sessions towns in this 
county, viz. Cootehitl, Bail/ieboro’, and Balhjconnel ; they are only used for temporary pur- 
poses, till prisoners are removed to the county gaol; they have each a few cells only, with 
two day-rooms and two yards ; they are all kept neat and regular, and the keepers are atten- 
tive and good officers. 


County of Donegal Gaol. 

Lifford. 

On my annual inspection of this establishment for the current year, I have to report, for 
the information of the Grand Jury, that, it continues to maintain its high character for good 
order and discipline, complying with the enactments of the Prison Act in every particular, 
and adopting every improvement in prison discipline, as soon as it is discovered to be use- 
ful or practicable with the accommodation provided by the county. Perfect silence is 
maintained by strict yet mild regulations; every prisoner is employed; an excellent school 
system is carried on ; and, except in cases of unusual crowding, each prisoner has a single 
cell at night. Under such circumstances, it is quite impossible that a prisoner can leave this 
gaol a worse man than he entered it; and there is every reason to believe that the steady 
execution of the law in this gaol has tended to lessen crime in the county, evinced by the 
decrease of recommittals, as well as the average numbers confined, and there is some 
grounds for believing that reformation of character has arisen from confinement in this 
gaol. 

The local inland situation of this prison has hitherto prevented a system of very profitable 
work, as no advantage can be procured from trades or manufacture hitherto ; but I have 
still confident hopes that we may be able to make each prisoner pay for the food at least, 
by the industry of prisoners. The chief employment at present is bone-breaking for manure, 
and stone-breaking for the roads. If a few of the younger criminals could be instructed in 
trades, and be thus enabled to raise themselves above the level of labourers hereafter, 

would say that as much practical good will be secured as circumstances admit of. 

The accommodation of this gaol is sufficient for its present average numbers ; as, though 
an increased number of day-rooms and classes might be desirable, under ordinary circum- 
stances, the perfect silence, and strict inspection preserved, prevents any inconvenience 
arising on this point. 

The female classes are carefully attended to and instructed under a qualified matron, 
and the chaplains and medical officers are attentive to their duty. To the local inspector, 
the Rev. Mr. Clarke, we owe everything for his zealous cc-operation and intelligence on 
the subject of prisou discipline and moral government, and he is ably assisted by the quali- 
fied and excellent Governor of the gaol, Mr. Fenton. 

The books and registry are kept with great regularity ; the turnkeys are well-chosen offi- 
cers, and some of them tradesmen ; there is a good hospital and chapel ; the diet is 
carefully served, economically provided. Bye-laws have been established, and the Board 
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of Superintendence meet monthly; the Grand Jury have not considered a treadwhee! 

T 3 submit, for the consideration of the Grand Jury and Board, the necessity of 
allowing a o-eneral prison dress for all prisoners, and, even at some loss, allowing a few of 
the younger prisoners to be instructed in useful trades, with a view to their future eniploy- 

m The whole gaol is remarkable for the neatness of the cells, and minute cleanliness. A few 
incurable lunatics and idiots are kept in the old gaol, from want of room in provincial- 
lunatic asylum ; they are carefully attended to, and kindly treated. 

Bridewells. 

Donegal Town. 

This small prison for temporary confinement is provided with furniture, and separate- 
apartments for the sexes ; there are four cells and two day-rooms ; the keeper is an attentive 
officer, the register correctly kept, and the pauper prisoners are fed. 

Letterkenny. 

I found this minor prison in good order, clean and regular; the keeper is an attentive 
officer to his duty, and there is legal accommodation for the few days prisoners are 
detained. 


County of Down Gaol. 

This extensive new gaol continues to be conducted by the Governor, Mr. Rowan, on a 
sound prison system, including rational punishment, through the medium of strict dis- 
cipline and moral reformation of character, by schooling, constant employment, perse- 
vering exertion in moral and religious instruction, and the prevention of intercourse 
amongst the prisoners, as far as practicable, when the separate system is not and cannot 
he followed, on account of the size of most of the cells not admitting confinement during 
the day. 

This continual separation of all prisoners from intercourse with each other has been prac- 
tised with good effects in America, and in a few gaols in England, and in one at Glasgow. 
Many persons interested in prison discipline doubt the expediency of such a universal rule. 
Major Woodward agrees with me in opinion, that to enforce separation with effect, there 
should be a resident local inspector or chaplain, as a check, who, by constant visiting and 
inspecting, would prevent the possibility of abuse or cruelty. Another difficulty also pre- 
sents itself in the expense necessary in enlarging the cells ; however, we think the partial 
trial of this plan might be made in most of our gaols, by placing the worst class of tried 
criminals, and all recommittals, under this restraint, requiring their chaplains to visit them 
daily, exclusive of the Governor’s visits. Most of our gaols have a few larger cells which 
would admit of this ; and when no employment was provided, the small cells would answer, 
as the school-hours and exercise in the yards would intervene with the visits of the proper 
officers, to prevent any evils arising from total solitary confinement. We are of opinion, 
that if the separate system is merely to be followed as a punishment, without employment, 
schooling, and moral instruction, it is not expedient to attempt it, except in cases of incor- 
rigible criminals. 

There is sufficient accommodation in this county gaol for 12 male and four female classes, 
with 216 cells. The prisoners are for the most part employed at various works and 
trades, and stone-breaking is resorted to when profitable employment cannot be obtained. 
A good school is established; a considerable degree of silence is maintained, without re- 
sorting to constant punishment, and there is a treadwheel to execute the sentence to hard 
labour. 

There are four female classes, under two matrons ; I did not observe as much zeal ana 
intelligence in managing these classes as I expected, and have found in some other 
gaols. Should this continue, it must be concluded that there is a want of qualification in 
the matrons. 

The prisoners are all clothed in a gaol dress, without much expense to the county ; the 
chaplains and medical officers are attentive to their duty. I do not consider some of the 
turnkeys as efficient and qualified as they should be, to aid the Governor in the important 
duties of his office ; and I trust this will be looked more to in future appointments. I 
would expect to see in so well regulated a county establishment some turnkeys at least 
qualified for the office of a deputy governor, or even fitted to take the command, in a 
case of emergency. Such men could in that case be recommended for promotion in other 
gaols. 

The books are kept with great regularity ; there is a well-divided chapel, and separate 
hospital; the food is economically provided for, and each prisoner eats his meals in his cell.- 
The Board of Superintendence meet monthly, but the bye-laws are not yet printed and 
legally prepared. There were 165 prisoners confined on the day of inspection. 

I cannot conclude this report without recording Major Woodward’s and my opinion of 
the zeal, intelligence, and high qualifications of Mr. Rowan, as Governor of this county 
establishment. 
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Newry Bridewell. District. 

This small prison, which was the old Custom-house, contains two day-rooms, two yards, 
and eight other rooms used for confinement : there are no regular cells. It is used only for 
temporary purposes, till final removal to the county gaol : even for this, some cells should 
be erected for security and separation, and the roof requires repair. The keeper is an 
attentive officer, and complies with the regulations. 


County of Fermanagh Gaol, Enniskillen. 

Major Woodward and I have for many years complained of the want of accommoda- 
tion in this gaol for any purpose of systematic discipline, and having failed in our endea- 
vours to induce the Grand J ury to present money for additional cells and work-rooms, with 
a new hospital, the necessary consequence has been a laxity of even such discipline as the 
accommodation did afford, and complaints of various kinds reached the Government, which 
were communicated to the High Sheriff, who proposed to replace the Governor by a tried 
and qualified officer ; but in consequence of his long services, and whatever failure existed 
being attributable to loss of health, of a nature calcula ted to weaken the powers of his 
understanding, the High Sheriff consented, with the approbation of Government, to permit 
the Governor remaining nominally in office, in order to legally entitle him to superannuation, 
under the Act. In the meantime Mr. John Lamb, late Governor of the Hulk, “Essex,” was 
appointed by the High Sheriff to take charge of the gaol, with the understanding that he 
would succeed, if approved of, to Mr. Gallogley. I am thus particular that the Grand Jury 
may fully understand how the case stands ; and as I have every reason to approve of the 
conduct and qualifications of Mr. Lamb, under trying and adverse circumstances, I would 
submit, for the favourable consideration of the Grand Jury and High Sheriff, that Mr. Lamb 
should be confirmed in the office, and recompensed for his time and labour since he com- 
menced the duty ; and, if I might venture, I would also submit, that a pension, as the Act 
authorises, may be given to Mr. Gallogley for his long services, as well as that of his family, 
in this county establishment. 

My duty again requires me to report to the Grand Jury the total deficiency of cells and 
other accommodation in this prison, in reference to the numbers confined in it; there are 
only 36 cells, and a few larger rooms, for an average of at least 80 confined. The law requires 
a cell for each prisoner, and experience proves the advantage of it, by making a gaol a place 
of restraint and moral improvement, instead of one where free communication and idleness 
by day and night must produce the worst results, an increase of crime and utter carelessness 
for the committal of the magistrates as a punishment. 

The Board of Superintendence held a meeting on the day of my inspection, and I sub- 
mitted to them the following wants in this prison, independent of the necessity of increased 
buildings, as stated above. 

A general coarse prison dress should be provided for tried prisoners, and a uniform dress 
for the turnkeys. The salaries of the turnkeys are too low at x SI. per annum, consequently 
two rations are allowed to make it up. I submit that this is a bad method of making up for 
a low salary, which should be a graduated scale, opening a door for promotion to well-con- 
ducted and qualified men. 

There is no profit on the present work ; the acting Governor recommends a small 
allowance for supper, of bread, to such prisoners as are industrious and deserving : I think it 
a good substitute, in the absence of profits on work. There is only room for three classes of 
male prisoners, which is less than the law requires ; and there is no chapel-room 
provided. 

The hospital has not legal room for separation yards, bath, &c. Stc. 

The sewers are choked up, and require cleansing. The supply of water is not sufficient, 
and no bye-laws are yet established. 

I found the gaol kept very clean, and some good regulations made with a view to employ- 
ment, silence, and better discipline; and should the Board of Superintendence see the value 
of a sound system of regulations as we do, and give it their countenance and support, I ex- 
pect to see this gaol much advanced, notwithstanding the difficulty of want of room to pro- 
duce the higher orders of improvement in separation and classification. 

The officers are attentive to their various duties, a good school is established, the female 
class is attended by a qualified matron, the sick are carefully attended to, and the food eco- 
nomically provided for ; and there is a tread wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour. 

Brideioell at Newtown Butler. 

This small prison is kept with regularity ; the pauper prisoners are fed, and the registry 
attended to ; it is only used for a temporary place till convenient to remove prisoners to the 
county gaol, and only possesses accommodation to separate the sexes. 


County Kildare Gaol (Naas). 

The groundwork of an excellent system of prison discipline has been laid in this county 
gaol by the zeal and intelli gence of the Governor, Mr. Clarke ; and if he obtains from the 
91 . D 4 Grand 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



,8 APPENDIX to seventeenth report of inspectors general 


North 

District. 


Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence the means of establishing profitable employment 
for every prisoner, I have no doubt but he would repay the county the expense of the pri- 
soners’ diet and clothing, independent of the moral good effected m the county by lessening 
the number of prisoners', and improving the habits and character ot those placed under his 
care A prison should exhibit all the good regulations of a large school, except its varia- 
tions Every moment should be employed, every action under inspection and control, every 
advantage taken of a disposition to reform, and every breach of regulation punished. The 
prisoners should be kept under a steady and rigid discipline, calculated at all times to make 
them feel under restraint, as well as under the execution of a legal sentence. If to this is 
added schooling, and religious instruction by the chaplains, improvement for the young in 
some useful trade, no intercourse whatever by words or signs amongst the criminals, and a 
single cell at night for every male and female in the gaol, 1 may safely assert that good will 
result from any prison institution so managed. 

I am well aware that all this cannot be effected by the energy and zeal of one person. If 
the Governor is not supported by all the gaol officers, the system will more or less be de- 
ranged. I mention this, because 1 consider a few of the turnkeys not qualified to aid such 
a system ; they are appointed without the knowledge or approbation of the Board, and with- 
out any previous examination and certificate of the Governor as to qualification. This is 
very unusual in Ireland ; the Board generally appoint after being duly tried on duty by the 
Governor, the High Sheriff volunteering to give up his patronage for the public good. 

This prison contains sufficient accommodation in day and work rooms, cells, and yards, 
for the average number of criminals, as the gaol at Athy provides for about 30 prisoners. 
The inmates are all employed, chiefly at stone-breaking. Four looms have been in use with 
profit, and a few young men have been instructed in weaving, and other trades. There is a 
good school two hours each day. The prisoners are all clothed in a prison dress ; the diet 
is economically provided for and served ; and the entire gaol kept remarkably clean and 
regular. . 

The female side is divided into two classes, under a matron, who is attentive and anxious 
to perform her duty, and the Governor’s wife takes a useful interest in this class. The 
females arc clothed, instructed, and employed, and have, generally speaking, the unusual 
accommodation of a cell for each. The local inspector is an attentive and zealous officer, 
and devotes much time to his duty ; and if the Roman Catholic chaplain could attend 
oftener, which the law requires, I think much good would result from his weekly visits. 

The sick are carefully attended to by the medical officer, and medicines purchased in 
Dublin, but the hospital is not well divided. There is a well-divided chapel, and the books 
and registry are carefully kept. _ 

No practically useful attempt has yet been made to preserve perfect silence, and with 
only five turnkeys it is difficult to do so, as all will depend on constant inspection of an 
officer. I claimed from the schoolmaster all his spare time, after the two hours school, for 
this purpose, and if this is given, l submit he will be entitled to 5 i . more salary, to make his 
equal to the other turnkeys. There is no treadwheel, and I am inclined to think it is not 
at present necessary, but I would recommend the bye-laws to be established and printed, 
and a more systematic account kept of each prisoner’s work and profits. 

There are four good solitary cells, heated with hot air ; and the turnkeys’ apartments are 
unusually well arranged for inspection. 


Athy. 

The gaol at Athy, being the second gaol in a very small county, is on a limited scale, 
there being but four criminal classes, with seven cells in each ; this accommodation, however, 
affords a separate cell to each prisoner on an average of committals. On the day of inspec- 
tion there were but 17 male criminals confined; nothing could be more satisfactory than the 
order and cleanliness of the prison, and much credit is due to Mr. and Mrs. Drill, the 
Governor and matron, for their zeal and attention in the discharge of their duty. 

For the establishment of workshops there is a very limited field ; the prisoners are 
employed in breaking stones in good weather, and picking oakum on wet days. Some 
tradesmen were employed, but there is no exertion made to instruct young and intelligent 
prisoners in a trade. The Governor exerted himself on the late occurrence of a vacancy for 
the situation of turnkey, to introduce a tradesman, but without effect ; it would be an object 
of great importance that the officers should be acquainted with some useful trade. 

The stores of the gaol exhibited a result as to work done which, under present circum- 
stances, is satisfactory; and it appears from the books, that although no grant or advance 01 
money has been made by the county on account of work, there has been a considerable 
outlay on materials, and a profit on the goods sold or used in the gaol. 

A system of silence has been established, and for that purpose the four classes of male 
criminals are brought into one yard for work, although distributed by classes in different 
parts of the yard ; they are, however, placed in their different classes during meals, where 
silence cannot be maintained for want of officers, and I should much recommend that the 
prisoners should be placed in their cells during the time of breakfast and dinner ; this 
arrangement has been found very beneficial in Downpatrick gaol. . , 

There is no system of bye-laws, and I have recommended the adoption of the printed 
rules approved by the Court of Queen’s Bench. 

fhe local inspector, chaplains, and medical officers attend with regularity. I 
requested the inspector to enter in the visiting book a monthly abstract of the number 01 
visits entered by each officer during the month. 
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Major Woodward’s and my reports on this county gaol for the last two years are before 
the Grand Jury, stating the defects in the discipline and interior economy of this establish- 
ment, arising chiefly from quarrels amougst the resident officers, the want of a willing 
obedience to the Local Inspector, and readiness to sacrifice all private feelings for the credit 
of the institution and benefit of the county. It is painful to repeat such reports, as our 
desire has always been to conciliate, and produce that energy and zeal in every officer which 
can alone effect order and obedience to the prison laws. We have failed for the present, 
and possess no power, unaided by the Grand Jury, to cause reformation ; and it only remains 
for us to express our regret, and report our opinion that the great objects of prison discipline, 
viz. the effectual punishment of crime, and the restoration of the criminal to society by- 
moral reformation, are hopeless without the union, zealous efforts, and persevering exertions 
of qualified officers for the purpose. The frequent recommittals are an evidence, if any 
were wanting, to prove the defective and loose discipline carried on. We would recommend 
for the favourable consideration of the Grand Jury that the present Governor should receive 
ample superannuation, under the Grand Jury Act, for his long service, and that a qualified 
and experienced Governor should be appointed. 

The Board met on the day of my inspection, and I submitted to them the deficiencies 
and irregularities, as follows : 

Many of the prisoners were in want of clothes, and there is no prison dress. 

There is not sufficient employment for all prisoners, and those breaking stones receive no 
payment whatever, as the law directs. No effective account is kept of this work. 

No trades are taught in the prison, nor any attempt at strict silence, and moral govern- 
ment calculated to punish and reform. 

The diet is served at irregular hours, and the provisions often complained of by the pri- 
soners, with some justice. The Roman-catholic chaplain does not attend regularly to this 
duty, and the cooking kitchen is badly fitted up. 

The families of the turnkeys all reside in the gaol, a thing never allowed in a well-regu- 
lated prison. There are six under officers, who have their wives inside the gaol walls, with 
27 children amongst them. If this is permitted, the gaol may be filled with irresponsible 
persons. 

There are some lunatics and idiots kept in the hospital. 

The prisoners appointed wardsmen receive a pint of milk additional, at the expense of the 
county ; this is unprecedented, and liable to great abuse. 

The hard-labour men are not always placed on the tread-wheel ; one of them is employed 
as a cook, which is contrary to law. 

The females are not allowed clothing, and have very little employment. 

The pump was out of order, and a few bedsteads are wanted for hospital and cells. 

I found the gaol exceedingly clean, except the chapel ; there is sufficient accommodation 
for the average numbers, and all the purposes of a good system. 

There is a good school established, and the females have been hitherto attended to by a 
careful matron, as far as means were provided. She has since my inspection died, and the 
Board have appointed another, with whose qualifications I am not yet acquainted ; but if 
employment is not procured, and clothing allowed, she can do little more than instruct them 
in reading. 

The sick are attended to by the medical officers, and the books and registry correctly kept. 

I beg again to bear testimony to the zealous exertions of the Local Inspector, the Rev. 
Mr. Percy. 

Bridewell at Manor Hamilton. 

This small prison is kept in good order and provided with furniture. The registry is 
attended to, and the pauper prisoners fed. The yard should be divided, as recommended 
by Major Woodward last year. 


County of Leitrim Gaol. 
Carrick-on-Shannon. 


JBallinamore. 

This new bridewell has never been properly finished by the contractors, and should 
not have been occupied without it ; it contains three cells and the accommodation required 
for a few days’ confinement, till prisoners are forwarded to the county gaol ; and the keeper 
appears attentive to his duty. 


County of Longford Gaol. 

We have viewed the proceedings in this county gaol with much satisfaction for a long 
period ; for some years after building the new gaol, we reported annually to the Grand Jury 
the difficulty the county laboured under from the want of efficient working officers ; this 
lias been amply remedied as vacancies occurred ; the establishment has been gradually and 
permanently improving under a highly qualified Governor, supported by an intelligent and 
zealous Local Inspector ; those officers deservedly possess the entire confidence of the Board 
and Grand Jury; and they only now require their encouragement by giving them the 
means to make the prison all it should be, viz., a plan of rigid discipline to execute the legal 
(ji . e sentence, 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



3 o APPENDIX TO SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

North sentence, and carry on such a moral government, by employment, school instruction, and 
District, constant inspection, with judicious advice and treatment, as will reduce the recommittals 

v ' p Un i s h the incorrigible, and encourage the better disposed. Should these things be steadily 

acted upon and encouraged, I will undertake to say, tliat the county will find the results to 
be economy, fewer prisoners, considerable profits in work, and some reformation in the 
character of criminals. I ask the county for- this trial, and I believe they will not refuse me 
especially as I promise the result to be economy and improvement. 

I will now state what I consider wanting, and the Board of Superintendence at their next 
meeting can grant them all, with the funds at their disposal. 

1. A strict system of silence to be established by the absence of all intercourse between 
prisoners, as now practised in many gaols, and sanctioned by the Court of Queen’s Bench; 
this can only be accomplished by constant inspection, and will require another turnkey, or 
perhaps eventually two. I have explained the details to the Governor. The profits on the 
work I propose will pay this expense; and the discipline will also save it, by preventing 
recommittals. 

2. Constant profitable employment is required for every prisoner fed by the county; for 
this purpose I recommend only encouragement to the Governor ; allow him to set the n 
looms at work, and any minor trades he wishes ; give him some trifling means to commence, 
as a mere advance, to be repaid by him to the county, and at the end of the year you will 
find, independent of profit, a return of some young criminals reformed and raised in the 
scale of society. 

3. The school requires to he remodelled ; it is worse than useless at present, from a 
difficulty as to the proper books approved of by the chaplains. It would be better to remove 
the schoolmaster, and let each turnkey instruct his own class, than to continue as at 
present. The practice in many gaols is to purchase the national school-books, without 
placing the school in any way under the inspection or control of that Board. 

4. In all future appointments of turnkeys, I would recommend the applicants to be sent 
on trial, for a month or less, to the Governor, and not to be finally appointed without a 
certificate from him of their perfect qualification. 

5. There is no prison clothing for males ; I submit it may be ordered now for the tried 
classes, as is usual and found useful in other gaols, with a uniform dress for turnkeys. 

6. Should the additional turnkeys be granted, I think the peuny per day now allowed to 
wardsmen and cooks may be abolished, which would nearly pay two turnkeys. It is not a 
good system to pay prisoners for anything except their legal right of one-third of the clear 
profit on works. 

7. The straw-store requires a new roof, and a warm-bath is required by the surgeon. The 
salaries of the turnkeys are on an unusually low scale. 

The female department is well attended to by a qualified matron and assistant; they are 
in two classes, clothed and instructed, but there are not sufficient cells to give one to each, 
as the law requires. 

The accommodation in cells is not sufficient for the present average number, which is 98 ; 
there are only 63 cells. There is a good tread-wheel ; the prison is kept remarkably clean 
and regular ; the officers attend to their various duties ; the sick are carefully attended to 
in separate hospitals, and the diet good in quality and served with regularity. 

The books and registries are neatly kept. 

There is an unusual number of Crown witnesses at present in the prison, and some 
difficulty has arisen as to their attending worship on Sunday. As they are not considered 
as prisoners, the chaplains might attend them separately. 


Comity of Londonderry Gaol. 

This extensive county gaol, provided by the liberality of the Grand Jury, contains all the 
accommodation necessary to carry on any system of prison discipline that may be deemed 
expedient lor the suppression of crime and the moral government and reformation of the 
inmates. It is highly creditable to the officers to report that the system of constant employ- 
ment, a separate sleeping-cell at night, and perfect silence, as it respects communication 
amongst the prisoners, is steadily preserved ; and I have no doubt hut the strict regulations 
and order of the establishment has considerably reduced the number of committals, and m 
this way it is quite evident that there is a suppression of crime in this large city and its 
neighbourhood ; and where every accommodation is so amply provided, I would hope that 
some instances of reformation have also occurred from school instruction, good example, the 
exertion of the chaplains, and the opportunity afforded of meditating on the sad effects ot 
crime in solitary sleeping-cells. 

Thus far the working of this prison has arrived at as much perfection as discipline admits 
of in making confinement a wholesome and legitimate punishment ; and the results have 
been economy to the county, as to the number confined, and highly creditable to the zealous 
labour of the Board of Superintendence, and the persevering exertions of the Local Inspector 
and all the prison officers. 

■I would now submit, for the consideration of the Board and Grand Jury, the advantages 
that would arise to the individual criminal if a wider range could be taken in attempting 
their moral reformation, by instructing many of them in trades, so far, at least, as enabling 
them to earn their bread here or in another country in a grade above the common labourer; 
this would, in many instances, raise them in their own estimation, and induce them to 
abandon an evil course of life. The Prison Act fully provides for this expenditure m 
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the 106th section, and I think, if followed up, it would afterwards becopie even profitable, North 
and I expect that the industry in a prison will yet pay a large portion of the county District. 

expense^. io e n[ in t ^j s g ao ] j s chiefly stone and bone-breaking, for the roads and manure ; 
the prisoners are worked in two large gangs, and as a turnkey is never absent from them, 
perfect silence is preserved. I recommended a division between each ; this plan enables the 
Governor to work with fewer turnkeys ; but I consider the moral government and individual 
improvement would be better advanced by classification during the day. 

There is no tread-wheel, and the hard labour is stone-breaking. I suggested that the 
bard-labour men should be obliged to execute more work than those employed for profit, 
and to prevent idleness. There is a good school ; but here also the prisoners are congre- 
gated and not classified, and the time for school instruction appears to me not sufficient. 

” The prisoners are all clothed in a county dress, which is valuable m practice and not 
expensive. The females are carefully attended to by a matron and assistant. The officers 
are attentive to their several duties, the books carefully kept, and the sick attended to m 
separate hospitals by an infirmary surgeon. The diet is economically provided for, and a 
trifling addition is made for supper, which acts as an encouragement to industry and good 

C °The C Board of Superintendence had a meeting on the day of my inspection, and I commu- 
nicated to them for consideration such things as 1 thought necessary for the benefit of the 
gaol. The constant and vigilant control ot the Board has manifested itself in the excellent 
state of the establishment. 


Coleraine. 

This new. bridewell is well attended to, and provided with the legal accommodation for 
minor prisons, where persons are only confined for a few days before transmission to tile 
county gaol. The keeper has resigned, and another has been sent from Deny gaol. 

Magherafelt. 

This place of temporary confinement is quite illegal in a sessions town; we have for 
years reported it as such. There are only two bad cells, and no keepers apartment he 
consequently cannot perform his duty, though otherwise a correct and proper man. I under- 
stand the Grand Jury intend to erect a new bridewell. 

Newtown-Limavaddy. 

The accommodation is very small in this prison, merely sufficient to separate tlie males 
and females ; but prisoners are only kept a few days. The keeper is attentive to his dutj. 

District Lunatic Asylum , Londonderry. 

I found this establishment in its usual excellent order. Nothing can be more creditable 
to the resident manager and matron, Mr. and Mrs. Cluffe, for cleanhness, interior economy, 
including tlie care and relief of the patients, and their moral government. 1 he Board ot 
Governors are unremitting in their attention, and Surgeon Rogan, the medical attendant, 

takes much interest in thelnstitution and the care of the patients. 

The applications for admission exceed the discharges, consequently additional room ia 
required. This asylum provides for the lunatic poor of the counties Derry, Donegal, and 
Tyrone: and 14 acres of ground are rented by the Board annually, as the original ground 
was not sufficient to employ tlie patients. It is supposed tins ground will pay the rent. 

There were 105 inmates on the dav of inspection, and most of them employed in agri- 
culture, weaving, or some useful work, and scarcely any under restraint. I lie house is 
lighted with gas, and the cells warmed by hot air, in pipes. 


In the house, 22d October 1837 - 
Admitted from ditto to October 1838 


188 

105 


Discharged in same period, cured or relieved - 
Died -------- 

Remaining in asylum - 


Go 

37 

196 


Total expense per head is under 16/. 
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County of Louth Gaol at Dundalk. 

The system, good order, and regularity of the discipline in this gaol is very creditable 
to the Local Inspector, Governor, and other officers ; and, so far as the accommodation 
affords, I have every reason to be satisfied ; but it is my duty to again report, for the i n f or . 
mation of the Grand Jury, that there are not sufficient cells for the average, number of 
prisoners. There are only 31 cells, for 51 criminals on the day of ray inspection, and there 
are occasionally 80 prisoners confined. VV hen more than one prisoner sleeps in a cell it 
does much to do away the benefit from a day of silence and inspection. To remedy this 
evil, I would recommend for the favourable consideration of the Grand Jury, that qoaddi- 
tional cells should be erected in the Governor’s garden, adjoining the court-house wifhn»t 
purchasing more ground. ’ ouc 

There are but four male criminal classes, and, excepting the hard-labour men at the tread- 
wheel, they are employed at stone-breaking for the roads, and picking oakum. No attempt 
as yet has been made at teaching the younger prisoners some trade to better their habits 
and condition in life, but occasionally a tradesman is allowed to follow his calling. The 
tried prisoners are under constant inspection by a turnkey, and perfect silence is thus main- 
tained. This is a great improvement in discipline, calculated to prevent evil communica- 
tion, and makes prisoners feel confinement a punishment. I cannot discover a good reason 
ior extending this to all the classes, as untried prisoners are not exempt from the moral 
regu ations of a gaol. 1 

There is a good school established, but the tried prisoners do not attend, except on wet 
days, when they cannot work. This regulation should doubtless be altered, as a prison 
school is peculiarly intended for them, to improve and send them out of the o-aol better 
instructed. a 

The female class are well attended to by a qualified matron, instructed and employed but 
they have not accommodation in cells and classes to carry on the higher principles of gaol 
discipline, by silence and separation. The females are all clothed in a prison dress, and 
also all the tried male prisoners. 

The diet continues to be cooked in each day-room, which is now not practised in any 
other gaol. It has many inconveniences, and a general cooking kitchen should be pro- 
vided. J he hospital also is very small, only three rooms ; some bedsteads and blankets are 
requned for it, and a separate female hospital. The sick are, however, carefully attended 
meet regffiady COn ' eCt 7 k6pt ’ bye " kwS are establislled > and the Board of Superintendence 

A h| h vn? ffi i CerS i atte 'r d t0 , th , eir various duties, and the prison is kept remarkably clean. 
A libiaiy has been formed by the Local Inspector to lend useful books to well-conducted 


Ardec Bridewell. 


I found this small temporary prison clean and regular; the pauper prisoners are fed, 
! tb ? * e £ 1£tl 'y be pt- The valuable former keeper died since last inspection, and is 
replaced by an old man, whose want of bodily activity would render him inefficient in a case 
or emergency. 


Town of Drogheda Gaol. 


ga °' C °” ta j nS on, y l6 , ceUs - flve five yards, and two solitary cells, 

, an hospital for males. The average number of 
pooh and As ° U i 3,°’ females and debtors, consequently there is not a cell for 

ft0 “ “ ‘M.amcy of blankets the cells were not all occupied, the prisoners sleep- 
brfakiil ; • ma0e11 - The, criminals, tried and untried,' were woSdng at stone- 

m ° ne a*, there is but one turnkey to attend them, and he is 

SspeetL S S m her gao1 b " smess - that even this class is frequently left without 


saol^clodrinff T n T* b f> ha \ e °" e da y- r °° m and one dormitory. They have no 

anuZ & a mi ? !r ks ’ a ? d no work - The "Mow of « We turnkey receives 61 
cm rse wS, th^ T f° ’ • 1B to do but see them occasionally, and prevent inter- 

S qX™ ESTT , If "?* “ dsob °°l>»g are provided she is not paid sufii- 
of the^nrison it is pvinX *? k *° ’ and 110 gaol clothing allowed; and from this description 
ful emulovment ran h t tb at no system of silence, separation, moral government, or use- 

so ifTX™ aTe p^vS °” by Ule G °' em01 Md ° ffioers ’ Bh “ ™ a11 d “P»- d *° d ° 

tioI h L®TXtedX 5 S.T' “.a™” kl °f ,T^ h t0 meet me . m tbe da y of my inspec- 
made to'remedv *° em ’ and bave reason to think that an exertion will be 

blankets, and undertook to r P ^ neX | t assi ? es- Tbe y ordered the necessary supply of 
and assist in preserving n ,j commend another turnkey, who should act as schoolmaster, 
and some money had iFeeS presenttd^ffir It' u WaS P r °l 30s , ed provide a tread-wheel, 
Jng, I recommend the mmL .ui/i! Ho , w ® ve L as tb ere is sufficient stone-break- 
suggested. y rould be expended in following up the system I have 

sick are attended t^ancftViT r boc . a * ^ ns P ec t° r aud chaplain attend to their duty; the 
and the books corre^fkefit ° 1 ' 18 * S °° d ° fficer - The diet is economically provided. 
The chapel is not sufficiently divided, and there is no legal hospital. 
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County of Meath Gaol at Trim. District. 

Major Woodward and I have reported unfavourably on this new county gaol the last 
two years, on the grounds that no steps had been taken to establish anything like a sound 
system of discipline amongst the criminals, with a view to reformation and improved habits, 
or to repay the county for the great expenditure in building. 

It is very gratifying this year to be enabled to make a very different report. The com- 
mencement of a better system must be obvious to any casual visitor, and to the officers of 
the institution, who all now admit the value of order, industry, and rigid discipline. The 
Board of Superintendence have taken up the subject in this county, and if they continue 
to give their support to the views of the best-informed persons on prison regulations, and 
encourage their officers by personal inspection, as well as enforcing obedience, I do not 
hesitate to state, that this gaol will soon become a great credit to the county, as well as an 
example to the neighbouring prisons. To the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr.'Hamilt.on, we 
owe much, as he has invariably evinced an interest in, and a knowledge of the subject of 
governing our fellow-creatures, which must have long since produced the best effects had 
the means been provided. The Governor is now an active and zealous officer; and it would 
be unjust if I did not report also that all the officers appear to me anxious to make up for 
lost time, and give their aid to establish the best system. 

It remains now to report, for the information of the Grand Jury and Government, the 
present state of the prison, and what is wanting to complete the arrangements already 
commenced. 

There is sufficient accommodation for all the purposes of classification by day ana night 
for the average number of prisoners, for employment by day, and the all-important subject 
of a single cell for each at night ; indeed unless a day of industry and silence is followed by 
a night of separation and non-intercourse, I consider reformation is hopeless, and confine- 
ment in a gaol no punishment whatever. There are 112 single cells for an average of loo 
prisoners. The prisoners are all employed, chiefly at stone-breaking; but theprinciple of 
instructing the younger prisoners in some useful trade, and thus improving their habits in 
after life, is adopted, and ten of them are now so employed. I know of no sound argument 
against this instruction, except what would prove it wrong to teach any one a trade, or even 
to read and write. Prisoners have not forfeited their claims in society. On returning to the 
world they will be worse or better men, according to the use made of their imprisonment ; 
and if so, self-preservation should make us try what can be done when they are so fully in 
our power to restrain, instruct, and encourage. If reformation is considered by some hope- 
less, the opponents of the system are right, and we should return to the justly exploded 
system of irons and torture ; there is no medium in treating crime ; either punish severely, 
or endeavour to amend by discipline and instruction ; the former has utterly failed in every 
civilized country, the latter has often succeeded, and a few instances would amply repay us; 
but to speak more to the feelings of every person in the county, I unhesitatingly assert that 
the present plan in Trim gaol, if persevered in steadily and supported by the Board, will 
lessen crime in the county, lessen recommittals, and occasionally produce a reform in the 
habits of individuals not hardened in crime. 

A good and efficient school is now established, and to a great extent silence is preserved 
amongst the prisoners; there is a tread-wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour ; the 
diet is carefully and economically provided for, except the illegality of not giving a pint of 
sweet milk per day ; the books and registries are correctly kept ; the sick are attended to 
by the medical officer in separate hospitals, and there is a well divided chapel for worship, 
and the chaplains attend as the law requires ; the board meet monthly, and the newly 
appointed turnkeys appear on examination to be intelligent and well chosen. 

The female prisoners are divided into two classes, and are rather under better regulations 
than in the old prison, but they are not and cannot be employed and instructed as they 
would be under a younger and highly qualified matron. The present matron’s long services 
under the old system entitles her to a retired allowance under the Gi-and Jury Act, and I 
beg to submit her case to the favourable consideration of the Grand Jury. 

There are four well-managed solitary cells, but no means of heating them in bad weather. 

I would submit to the Board of Superintendence for consideration — 

1. That an order should be issued for the most perfect silence to be maintained ; this can 
only be effected by the constant inspection of an officer ; it acts as a sound and wholesome 
punishment, and prevents the possibility of evil communication. 

2. An increase of instruction in useful trades. 

3. A general prison dress to be adopted, commencing with the tried prisoners ; it is the 
law, and is found useful in all ouf good gaols. 

4. Bye-laws to be established, as directed by the Court of Queen’s Bench. 

5. A highly qualified and instructed matron should be appointed. We could send one 
from our large female prison in Dublin, if requested to do so. 

6. The law requires one pint of sweet milk per day for each prisoner ; every gaol in 
Ireland gives this except Trim. I submit it may be provided for, not only as what the law 
requires, but as necessary ; the buttermilk issued is occasionally very bad. 

7. The lunatics and idiots should be removed from the gaol, under the late Act. 

8. A quantity of glass is broken and should be repaired, and the cells over the gateway 
should not be applied to any private purpose, but ready for occupation in a crowded state 
of the gaol. 

9i- E3 
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Dist rict. Kt'Z/s Bridewell. 

This bridewell contains two day-rooms, sixteen cells, and two yards ; it is kept clean and 
regular; the keeper is attentive to his duty, and the pauper prisoners are fed; the pump is 
out of order. 


Navan. 

This bridewell has similar accommodation, but is kept in very different order. I found 
the cells in a filthy state, and one of the day-rooms filled with sacks of corn; this is very 
disgraceful, and should he remedied at once. The pump is out of order, and some blankets 
are required ; the keeper is quite unfit for his office. 


County of Monaghan Gaol. 

This county establishment has for many years preserved an excellent character forclean- 
liness, interior economy, and good order, so far as respects the rights of the prisoners, their 
classification, schooling, employment, and, except when overcrowded, a single cell for each 
prisoner by night. The Local Inspector, Governor, and other officers, arc strictly attentive 
to their various duties ; and l cannot discover any reason why this county gaol should not 
try the higher grades of discipline and attempts at reformation of individual character, to 
be obtained by a strict silence in each class, so as to prevent the possibility of any evil 
communication with each other by day or night, and by such moral government, including 
advice and example, as would improve the habits in after life ; to this object every officer in 
the gaol should lend his aid as opportunity offered. I would also recommend for this pur- 
pose instructing the younger prisoners in some trade, which would raise them in their own 
estimation, and induce him to earn his bread honestly hereafter. This appears to many too 
great an advantage to a criminal ; but surely the great improvements in prison discipline, and 
the legal enactments for that purpose, have in view the moral reformation of prisoners as 
well as their punishment. 

This gaol possesses all the accommodation requisite for the above purposes. There are 
sixty-eight single cells, eight day-rooms and eight yards, solitary cells, a divided chapel, 
and good hospital accommodation. Yet there is no work but stone-breaking for the roads, 
and no profit from that, and no attempt at that perfect silence so necessary to good order 
and rational restraint ; there is, however, a good school, and a tread-wheel to execute the 
sentence to hard labour. 

The females are divided into two classes only, and are attended to by a matron and assistant; 
they are clothed in a prison dress and occasionally employed ; but this department is not as 
well attended to as it might be, and the matron is old and should be provided for by a retired 
allowance. 

There is at present no regular prison dress. Bye-laws have been made, the sick are care- 
fully attended to, the books correctly kept, and the diet served with regularity, and econo- 
mically provided for. 

The Board of Superintendence held a meeting at my inspection, to whom I submitted 
the deficiencies, and they at once ordered a permanent prison dress for the tried prisoners, 
and the Governor to commence the silent system with the tried prisoners, for which another 
turnkey will be required. I submitted also that a straw store is wanted, and that the five 
looms should immediately be put to work. 

Bridewell at Castlchlaney. 

This bridewell contains two day-rooms, two yards, and seven cells; it is remarkably well 
kept in every particular by an intelligent and valuable officer. 

Carrichnacross. 

This small prison is kept in good order; the former keeper has been changed; the pauper 
prisoners are fed, and the registry correctly kept. 


County of Roscommon Gaol. 

For many years Major Woodward and I have reported this county gaol as defective in 
most of the great leading features of prison discipline. It is true that the vicious system 
that disgraced many of the old gaols in Ireland some years since, including cruelty, the 
common use of irons, the males and females confined together, and the open admittance and 
sale of spirits, have been universally abandoned ; but while some gaols nave replaced these 
practices by system, good order, classification, employment, schooling, silence, moral 
instruction, and economy, others are careless about these things, and but little encourage- 
ment is held out to officers to forward them. It is unnecessary to revert to other gaols, and 
I am gratified to be able to report that a new order of things has commenced in this gaol; 
the Board of Superintendence has taken up the subject of prison discipline, and I expect 
good results. 

A storekeeper 
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A storekeeper has been appointed, who acts as a master of works ; and this improvement, 
though only j ust commenced, may produce much good, in profit to the county, as well as 
teaching the young prisoners a trade ; four looms are already put up, and some trades com- 
menced. 

The diet is now cooked in a public kitchen, instead of in the day-rooms, producing 
economy, cleanliness, and order ; and the food-cost per head will be much less than for- 
merly. The money required for the gaol expenses is now presented to the Board of Super- 
intendence by the Grand Jury, enabling them to pay for what is really wanting, and to 
economise when practicable. A wash-house has been erected for the female class. These 
alterations will, 1 trust, rapidly be followed up by an improved system ; and the officers of 
the gaol, who had not hitherto the means of establishing work and discipline, will have a 
full opportunity of proving their zeal and intelligence. 

I submit to the Board of Superintendence the following matters for approve and 
adoption : — 

The turnkey should reside in the gaol, and each class should always have an officer 
present during work, at meals, and hours of exercise, whose duty should be to preserve 
perfect silence and decorum. 

A prison dress should be given to every tried prisoner at least, and his own clothes 
preserved till released. The turnkeys should also be clothed in a uniform dress. 
r The allowance of 3 c?. per day to orderlies and cooks should be abolished, or at least 
reduced to 1 d. per day ; it is an unusual and useless expense. 

The females have only one class, and require more employment ; and the matron should 
be superannuated, as her age prevents that activity and energy so necessary for the discipline 
and instruction of others. 

The money presented for solitary cells, viz. 300 L, is much too small for any useful purpose ; 
and as to the cells for dormitories, viz. 60, are too few to give one to each prisoner. I would 
recommend a presentment for 30 good cells for separation or punishment. Too much stress 
cannot be laid upon the necessity of a separate cell at night for every prisoner; at present 
three and four frequently sleep together, and whatever good is obtained by a day of silence 
is lost by the free intercourse with fellow-prisoners at night. 

The tread-wheel is out of order, as the bard-labour men are employed at stone-breaking. 

The diet should be served with more regularity as to hours, and, perhaps, large boilers 
would be better than the present apparatus. 

A oood set of books should be provided ; there is no regular diet-book, as the law directs, 
and no school-registry is kept. Bedsteads are wanted for a few of the cells. 

The chaplains. Local Inspector, and all the officers, are anxious to establish a good system. 
The Board meet monthly. The medical officers attend to the sick in separate apartments, 
and the Governor has the gaol kept remarkably clean and regular. ■ 

A good school is provided for, and there is sufficient room for male classification in day- 
rooms. 

The expense of the diet per head has been reduced to 3 Jd. per clay. 


Bridewells. 

Athlone. 

This bridewell is kept in very good order by the keeper, and the regulations attended to. 
The accommodation is sufficient for a temporary place of confinement. 

Boyle. 

This bridewell contains two day-rooms, two yards, and 10 cells. The keeper is a very 
old man, and it is not kept so cleau, nor the books so regular, as the other small prisons in 
the county. 

Strokestown. 

This minor prison is kept clean and orderly, and the regulations attended to, but the 
accommodation is badly planned and insecure. There are only three cells ; a pump is 
wanted, and a sewer to carry oft the water. 

Castlerea. 

This bridewell has sufficient accommodation, and is now kept clean, and the abuses 
Major Woodward complained of are removed. It is a new bridewell, and should be care- 
fully attended to. 


County of Sligo Gaol. 

Much inconvenience has arisen in the discipline of this county gaol by the change of 
officers in 1837, the High Sherift’ having considered it right, in the exercise of his legal 
patronage, to remove the old Governor, and replace him by a gentleman, who had necessarily 

91. M to 


North 

District. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



36 APPENDIX TO SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

North to learn all the practical and important duties of that office. The Grand Jury also exer- 
District. cised their right, under the Sgth section of the Prison Act, to appoint a Governor of that 

v L< part of the gaol allocated as a house of correction for tried prisoners, exempted by law from 

the responsibility of the High Sheriff. Mr. Beatty, the late Governor, was appointed to this 
office. The want of room for both of these officers, and the feelings of jealousy that arose 
were ill calculated to preserve that order so necessary in a prison where the inmates were 
subjects for punishment and moral government. In the spring of 1838 these difficulties 
were surmounted by the High Sheriff having removed the gentleman, and appointed in his 
place an experienced officer of the gaol ; and I should not now revert to these facts but with 
the view of placing on record the difficulties under which we laboured in carrying on a sound 
system, and the hope that this experiment will not again be tried, unless for the good of the 
prison, and that the High Sheriff will, 1 hope, in such case assist us with trained officers 
which I believe was his desire even on this occasion, the failure having arisen from difficul- 
ties which were not foreseen. I have no right, and certainly no desire, to interfere with the 
right or duty of the High Sheriff, but if my inspection and report are of any value, it must 
arise from a true statement of the discipline carried on, the causes of any defects, and the 
remedies I would recommend. 

I cannot in justice avoid here stating the valuable services rendered to the gaol by the 
prudent and zealous conduct of the Local Inspector, the llcv. Mr. Armstrong, under the cir- 
cumstances, assisted as he was by the Board and High Sheriff, as to this is mainly to be- 
attributed the preservation of any order. 

The Board of Superintendence met on the day of my inspection, and I submitted to them 
for consideration the following matters : 

1 . That it would be desirable, when practicable, to have but one Governor in the gaol. 
This is the only instance in Ireland where two officers are in equal authority, except where 
the house of correction is a separate building, when it is a great advantage. 

а. A prison dress should he provided, for tried prisoners at least, ana a uniform suit for 
the turnkeys. 

3. A system of perfect silence should be established amongst the prisoners, which can 
only be secured by the constant presence of a qualified turnkey ; and if the number of turn- 
keys are not sufficient for this, it would be better that two classes should be placed toge- 
ther during meals and work hours. 

4. Sixteen bedsteads are wanted for the hospital, and a few for the gaol, and new tables 
for all the prison. 

5. The remaining lunatics and idiots should he removed to the Provincial Asylum. 

б. Some mode of punishment (such as separation from all others) should be awarded to 
recommitted criminals. 

7. The turnkeys’ families should not sleep in the gaol. 

8. The pecuniary allowance to orderlies should be abolished. 

Having submitted the wants in this establishment, it is ray duty also to report the present 
state, for the information of the Grand Jury and the Government. 

There is sufficient accommodation in day and work-rooms, with yards, for the average 
number of prisoners ; and there are 84 single cells, a chapel, and separate hospitals. An 
efficient school is established, and good results have arisen from it. The entire prison is 
kept remarkably clean. A good tread-wheel is provided to execute the sentence to hard 
labour, and the prisoners are all employed. It is creditable to the officers that this gaol has 
made a greater progress in teaching trades to the younger criminals than most others, and 
I trust we shall see the example followed ; the difficulty arises in selling the articles when 
made. 

The female classes are much improved by the addition of an assistant matron ; they are 
employed and instructed. 

The officers are attentive to their various duties ; the food is economically provided for and 
served ; the sick are carefully attended to by the medical officer, and the books kept with 
accuracy. 

The new Governor, Mr. John Beatty, appointed by the High Sheriff, appears to me 
to be a zealous and intelligent officer. 


Ballymote Bridewell. 

This small prison is the only one in the county. It contains two day-rooms, four cells, 
and two yards. It is kept clean and regular, under the care of a steady and correct keeper. 
A pump i9 wanted, and the outside walls should be raised some feet for security. 


County of Tyrone Gaol. 


Omagh. 


Major Woodward reported 
well satisfied with the progress 
Most of our prisons in Ireland 


this gaol as much improved, and I have reason to be very 
made towards establishing a good system of discipline. 
are deficient in the important points of perfect silence 

amongst 
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amongst the prisoners, and instructing the younger prisoners in some trade calculated to North 
raise them in the scale of society and improve their moral character. Some attempts have District, 

been made on these points in Omagh gaol ; and as the Board of Superintendence, who met 1 7 

roe on the day of my inspection, are anxious that this prison should equal if not excel others, 

I expect the officers will give their zealous attention to these subjects. A complete system 
of silence and non-communication between the prisoners by day and night is obtained in the 
neighbouring gaols at Lifford and Derry, and consequently no excuse can exist for any 
future neglect of it here. It makes a gaol odious to the evil-disposed, and prevents the 
better-disposed from contamination and bad advice. I know of no greater improvement in 
prison discipline, and if moral reformation is added, by precept, example, and industry, 

I should say we had arrived at as much perfection as the government of our fellow-creatures 
in confinement admits of. 

The Board agreed with me on these points, and I submitted for their consideration the 
necessity for a larger and better arranged kitchen in the turf house, that the passage from the 
street to the gaol gate should be raised, and that the first turxrkey, who appears every way 
qualified, should be eventually appointed task-master, and sent to Waterford and Clonmel 
houses of correction to obtain information as to the mode of carrying on various trades and 
works in a prison with profit to the county as well as the criminals. 

I also recommended the outward walls to be repaired or new built, as they were originally 
very badly executed. A second gateway would be, I think, an advantage, and I beg to 
recommend these works to the Grand J ury. 

The salaries of the turnkeys are only i8L per annum, a sum unusually small to obtain 
qualified officers fit to instruct others. 

The female classes have no single cells, but I understand a plan is prepared to obtain 
this important object. 

The accommodation in this gaol in all ordinary cases is sufficient in day and work rooms, 
yards, separate hospitals, and chapel, but there are not quite sufficient cells for separation 
at night. 

Every prisoner is employed chiefly at stone and bone-breaking. There are four looms, 
and a little instruction commenced in trades ; the profits as yet are very small. 

A well-arranged school is established, and also a Sunday-school. There is a good tread- 
wheel. The prisoners are all clothed in a prison dress. Legal bye-laws have been made 
the diet is economically provided for and served, and the books and registry carefully kept. 

The females are divided into three classes, clothed and instructed and employed under a 
qualified matron, and the Local Inspector and other officers are attentive to their various 
duties, and the sick attended to in separate hospitals by the medical officers. 

The Board meet monthly to regulate the interior economy of this county establishment ; 
and if perfect silence, constant inspection by the turnkeys, and some profitable and useful 
works are obtained, I consider this gaol will soon become one of our first-class prisons. It 
is kept remarkably clean, and the Governor is attentive to his responsible duties. 

A good new sewer has been made round the prison. 

Brideioell at Dungannon. 

This bridwell contains three day-rooms, eight cells, and three yards. It is kept clean 
and regular in every particular by the keeper, and answers all the purposes of a temporary 
prison. 

Cloglier. 

This small bridwell contains two day-rooms, two yards, and five cells only. The keeper 
is attentive to his duty, and keeps the prison clean and regular. Some repairs were going on 
at my inspection. 


Strabane. 

This bridewell is ill constructed, and has no good cells; it has, however, two day-rooms, 
two yards, and three small rooms for confinement, and is kept very clean and regular by the 
keeper, and his duty attended to. Three pairs of blankets are wanted, and the solitary cell 
requires flagging. 


County of Westmeath Gaol. 

Mullingar. 

In reference to my last inspection and report, .13, well that of Major Woodward, on the 
state of this county establishment, we had every reason to expect that after the liberality of 
the Grand Jury had provided ample accommodation for adopting all the new principles 
of prison discipline, such a gradual and steady improvement would have taken place as to 
enable us to place this gaol in our first class, as producing all the best results of a good 
system, viz. lessening the recommittals, and consequently the minor crimes in the county, 
by a rigid discinline, including silence, constant employment, repayment to the county by 
91 F profitable 
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North profitable work, school instruction, guarded by a good registry of improvement, and bv the 
District, constant inspection of the chaplains, &c. See., and all this system supported by such moral 

' government as would be calculated to reform the young practitioners in crime. Ia all 

these respects it is my duty to state to the Grand Jury that their county gaol is defective 
and if it continue, I can only regret the expenditure made in building solely for these ob- 
jects, as we have no power under the Act to enforce them, unless supported by the authori- 
ties in the county. With this support to our office, great improvements are making in many 
gaols in Ireland ; but in no instance has much good been effected without the permanent 
periodical meetings of the Board of Superintendence, their personal inspection of all the 
departments, providing means, and directing and controlling all the interior economy, and 
thus encouraging and enforcing zeal in every paid officer. 

I found the gaol remarkably clean, the male prisoners correctly classed, and sufficient 
accommodation in cells, day and work-rooms, with yards, a good tread-wheel for hard- 
labour criminals ; the diet economically provided for, but the hours at meals not regular 
from the milk not being in time ; the sick carefully attended to by the medical officer, in 
separate hospitals ; and I had no reason to doubt the attention of the Local Inspector 
Governor, and other officers, to the routine of duty laid down by the Prison Act. ’ 

The defects in the system pursued are as follow : 

1. There is in fact no employment worth speaking of for prisoners ; only 90 tons of 
stones were broken in the year and some straw mats made. 

2. No attempt is made at procuring that silence which would preclude any intercourse 
amongst prisoners, nor can it be done to any extent without the aid of another turnkey and 
an order from the Board to carry it into execution. 

3. The school is carried on only for two hours each day, and no effectual registry A kept 
of the instruction or the attendance given. The county pays a salary of 20 1 . for this duty, 
and for 10/. more an effective officer could be had, who would give his entire time to assist 
in all duties. 

4. There is no regular prison dress, which the law requires. 

5. The books of the gaol are quite defective. There is no diet-book, no convict-book, 
no hard-labour book, every one of which the law requires. The Local Inspector and Gover- 
nor stated that the Board considered them too expensive, and not necessary. 

6. The lunatics and idiots are kept in this prison, notwithstanding the Act to relieve 
them. 

7. Fourpence per day is allowed to each four cooks and two whitewashers, all prisoners, 
which is unprecedented in other gaols, acting as a reward for crime, and opening a door for 
favouritism. 

8. An allowance in money is made to the schoolmaster to provide books and paper. 
This expenditure is always executed by the Local Inspector in all other gaols. The plan of 
contracting thus with the schoolmaster relieves the Local Inspector from responsibility for 
this important department, and in fact it retains nothing but the name of a school. 

9. The female prisoners in the old' gaol are not sufficiently classed, and there are not 
cells provided for separation at night ; they are not all clothed, and there is not sufficient 
work for them. There is a matron and an assistant ; and had they the means allowed, 

I believe they would carry on a good system of discipline and order. 

10. Some blankets are required, which the Local Inspector undertook to provide. 

11. No attempt is made at present to instruct the younger criminals in useful trades, as 
the law requires. 

Having faithfully brought before this county the defects in this great establishment, 

I have only to submit, for the favourable consideration of the Grand J ury and Board of 
Superintendence, that they should be remedied. 


Bridewell at Moate. 

This small sessions town prison contains the accommodation required by law for a few 
^‘™‘ nals t,U th ey are removed to the county gaol. The keeper is attentive to his duty, the 
registry is correctly kept, and the pauper prisoners fed. 
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SOUTH DISTRICT 


County of Carlow Gaol. 

It is satisfactory to report, that I found this prison very much improved since my last 
inspection, and much progress made in the penitentiary system. Of 51 male prisoners liable 
to work, I found 26 employed at trades ; 19 at stone-breaking and tread wheel, and six at 
liall-works. Weaving is extensively carried on, and a great deal has been done in the car- 
penter’s shop, in making farming carnages and utensils, carts, wheelbarrows. See. ; a trade 
particularly useful to persons engaged in agricultural pursuits. The Governor is extremely 
zealous, and, under the direction of an effective Board of Superintendence, is making good 
progress towards a system of reformatory discipline. The prisoners are placed in separate 
cells by night. 

I found 22 females confined, the greater part of whom were employed in spinning, knitting, 
and plain- work. I have recommended an alteration in one of their yards, to enable tlie 
matron to keep the females who have children apart from the two other classes. 

The local inspector pays constant attention to the gaol ; and the clerical and medical 
duties are regularly performed. On the whole, this prison may be placed in the list of those 
in which the penitentiary system is in fair progress. 

District Lunatic Asylum, Carlow. 

I found this asylum in perfectly good order. The extreme cleanliness, regularity, humane 
treatment of the patients, and endeavours to provide profitable employment for them, and 
system of exercise for those not better employed, are most creditable to the Manager. 

Of 81 male patients, I found — 

At useful trades - - - - - -14 

Horticultural labour ----- 38 
Out-door labour for the house - - - - 14 

In-door ditto ditto 7 

13 

w 7 ho is one of the few in- 


7 
14 

8 
10 
10 

49 

Total in the house - - - - - - -141 

Total at work ------- 193 

The comparative merits and success of the different district asylums, all of which have 
fully realized the expectations which led to their establishment in Ireland, will appear in our 
Schedule (B). 


The female side is extremely well conducted by the Matron, 
stances of a matron not being the wife of the manager. 

Of 60 females, I found — 

Spinning ------- 

Laundry ------- 

Making clothing .------ 

Knitting ------- 

In-door duties - - - - - 


South 

District. 


County of Clare Gaol, Ennis. 

The gaol of this county continues to hold the distinguished place among our best public 
establishments which it has had now for many years, since it has been placed under the ma- 
nagement of Mr. D’Arcy, an officer who justly possesses the entire confidence of the county. 
The prison presents a scene of industry and order in every department, the system of disci- 
pline having attained as high a point of perfection as the accommodation admits. It is, 
however, unpleasant to see the operations of an institution so conducted cramped by the 
want of room, which obliges the Governor to place three cots each in a great proportion of 
the cells, and many more in some of the larger rooms. 

A plan was submitted to the Grand Jury, at the summer assizes, for a considerable addi- 
tional building, framed upon the principle of extending separate imprisonment , which would 
have put into the hands of the Board of Superintendence the power of giving complete 
effect to their plans ; but it did not pass the Grand Jury ; there is, however, every reason to 
expect that the necessary presentment will be made at the spring assizes. 

The prisoners in this gaol are employed and instructed in trades ; a rule of silence is in 
force, and carried on with every vigilance, under circumstances of almost insurmountable 
difficulty ; it prevents much evil communication, although the principle cannot act with full 
effect where night intercourse must generally take place ; it is consequently complete but in 
a few classes. 

It is particularly unfortunate that any deficiency, arising from want of room, should exist 
91, F 2 in 
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South in a prison in which the attention of the Board and the zeal and ability of the Governor woi 1 A 

District. insure the very best system of reformatory discipline, under move favourable circumstance ^ 

v ' The general appearance of the gaol is most creditable ; accurate cleanliness throughout'* 
the turnkeys well trained and plotlied, and duty distributed under the distinct responsibility V 
each officer. Each turnkey assists in the instruction of his class, under the schoolmaster 
A Sunday school, is established. Prison dresses are issued, and made by the prisoners • the 
inspection of Ennis gaol affording, altogether, as much satisfaction as that of anv other in 
either district. J 


Bridewells of the County Clare. 

The bridewells of this county are placed under the entire management of the Governor of 
the county gaol, who has the power to remove or exchange the keepers ; he visits the dif- 
ferent prisons of that class ; the result is, that they are at all times in a very creditable state. 


Kilrush. 

This prison is on a larger scale than the others ; it was the only one with which I was not 
satisfied on my former tour. I found that it had undergone material improvement, par- 
ticularly in the surrounding ground ; and it may now be reported as being in every respect 
in very good order. r 


Ennistymond, Six-mile Bridge, Tulla. 

These three small prisons have been for many years reported as being well kept, and sup- 
plied with everything which the Prison Act prescribes for the comfort "and support of the 
prisoners ; they are always clean and regular. 


County of Corh Gaol and House of Correction. 

This extensive county gaol holds its rank as a well-regulated establishment which, in 
respect to order, regularity, and cleanliness, docs credit to the county, and to the effective 
looard ot Superintendence, who continue their regular attendance, and conduct, under their 
own immediate orders, the system of prison discipline throughout the whole of this great 
county ; for this purpose, exclusive of monthly meetings of the Board, there is a weekly 
attendance of the sub -committee, and a promptness at alt times on the part of the general 
Board to assemble on any particular occasion. The accommodation is on the whole suffi- 
cient lor the average number confined. In the house of correction there were, on the day 
o inspection, but 48 prisoners in 78 cells. In the sheriff’s gaol several beds were unoccupied; 
it is, however, to be observed that the great proportion of the cells in this part of the esta- 
blishment are large and contain three beds in each. 

The employment of prisoners, which has been the least satisfactory branch of the system 
m L,ork gaol, has advauced, since last inspection, in the house of correction, in which much 
a Grac ?. the Governor, for his exertions to give effect to the provisions of 

the Act of Parliament. Of the 48 persons confined in this building, there were 11 employ- 
? d m P lofi table trades, 31 at the treadwheel, breaking stones, and house duties, and 3 in 
Hospital ; this detail does not give a good account of the number engaged in trades com- 
pared to the proportion m other counties ; it is, however, an improved state of things. The 
fnr,fx>m X Ti eC \ a m S ood , s manufactured, and a considerable part done by per- 

t h„,„ 1 R the gaol; the arrangement of the stores in this prison, comprising 

there ic n v° ^ ° e bridewells of the county, is deserving of particular observation ; 
IrtTdF. J F lec . , w “ le ‘f ue a,ld fta!l1 M-^mnation of every the most minute 

Sadias* Mis 1 crcd,tor acco ""' *“> •-* 

extasiveS^.ml ‘FlF e , rU .; m P lt >y» 1 e‘'‘ °f the prisoners on the sheriff’s side of this 
whatever fas been u P warc, f ofl two hundred prisoners were confined, nothing 

S3 fthe J^t brtw^rS^ 8tan f I, lF f® re P eated made upon this want in Cork 

visited (that of WaterfnrH^ t llS ° tle P mon and the county gaol which I had last 
woSSps wiSSA^ or untried, was employed in the 

to place this submet in J n ^ ln g*. the general Report of this year we have endeavoured 
LSLSlf a f ?ht aS we , COllld ’ and t0 « the objections which are 
trary to sound reason than in diree?* ‘son manufacture, the opposition to which is not less cun- 
that general Report herewith IS dl ^ oI i ed, , e ] nc ® tlie law i and we refer to the extract from 

Nothing caneSed th^Lnlf ^ info ™ ation of the Grand Jury, 

the exception of the female tide • ne ? s , and order of ever y part of this establishment, with 
ing branch calls for the interfe ’ &lld e to st ate, that this most important and interest- 

on* the sub ^ ’b* Board .5 having had a communication with them 
ait to them at 4eii mS? S' SlT t0 int ? but I shall not fail to sub- 

Footing. 3 rc i a P an fi° r placing their female prison on a better 
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It is submitted to the Grand Jury to consider the subject of the dietary, the bread diet 
having been exploded in almost every county, on account of the additional cost, and a 

f eneral kitchen for cooking oatmeal or potatoes being provided. The hospital accomrao- 
ation, both on the male and female side, is defective. 

A rule of silence is established in the house of correction, but cannot be attempted in 
the sheriffs’ gaol, indeed the penitentiary system altogether in this county is confined to a 
very small portion of the prisoners, not one-fifth of the whole, on the day of inspection. 

Bridewells. 

The Board continue their excellent system of management of this important trust with 
an effect not to be found in any other county, and to the example afforded by this county, 
and practical proof given of the possibility of keeping under a uniform system a number 
of detached establishments, some of which are most remote from the county town, we owe 
much of our success with other counties ; this success in the bridewell department is much 
to be attributed to the excellent system of storage and accounts which is carried on in the 
countv gaol, and to the rule of requiring the periodical attendance of the bridewell keepers 
in the" county town. The checks upon these officers are such as cannot be evaded, conse- 
quently, without any unnecessary supplies or waste of the property of the county, the bride- 
wells are constantly supplied with everything that the law prescribes. These prisons are 
situated in 

Bandon, Bantry, Castletown, 

Charleville, Clonakilty, Cove, 

D unmanway, Fermoy, Kanturk, 

Macroom, Mallow, Middleton, 

Mitchelstown, Roscarberry, Skibbereen. 

The corporation prisons of Kinsale and Youghal are situated within this county, but not 
included in the list of county prisons, being under the control of their respective corpora- 
tions. 


City of Cork Gaol. 

This handsome prison contains the following accommodation. — On each side of the centre 
building is a large circular chapel, of the height of the entire structure, and lighted from 
the top, beyond which are two divisions, containing three radial buildings in each, with 64 
cells in the" whole ; the principal defect in the plan being the equal division of room for 
males and females'. The day-rooms are very small, and situate on each floor, the access to 
the yards is therefore difficult, and the rooms do not answer for work-rooms, which is 
required by the sixth section of the Prison Act. The debtors’ prison for males is, properly 
speaking:, a master debtors’ prison ; it consists of two floors, one allotted to master, the 
other to = pauper male debtors ; each class has a distinct yard, and complete separation, 
which the Act requires, might be attained by building a cross wall at the foot of the stair- 
case : the female debtors are disposed of, as well as circumstances will admit, on the female 
criminal side of the prison, but at the great sacrifice of accommodation for class prisoners. 
The hospital is sufficient, and the sexes apart, with separate yards. 

There were on the day of inspection 72 male criminal prisoners, of whom seven were 
employed at breaking stones ; about the same number as shoemakers and carpenters, the 
remainder wholly idle. There are many juvenile offenders; of these the whole (12 in num- 
ber) are placed under a turnkey, who acts as schoolmaster ; lie, however, devotes but two 
hours in the day to the school, during the rest of the day they are left to themselves. It 
is much to be desired that the boys should be instructed in some useful trade, but until 
that object is effected, they should be treated as boys at school, to whom the teacher should 
devote his whole time in the school-room. . . . .. .. 

The great defect in this prison is the want of employment, which is the root ot all evil 
in a gaot, and I trust that the Board of Superintendence will be induced to take some 
decisive steps to provide a remedy. The language of the law cannot be misunderstood ; the 
Act requires general employment for all prisoners who receive the county allowance ; it 
requires rooms for industry (which could be procured at a trifling expense in the yards, 
and, exclusive of their direct object, they would much remedy the inconvenient site of the 
day-rooms) ; it requires presentments to provide teachers of trades, materials, See. (sec. 106) ; 
and it is unnecessary to urge upon the Grand Jurors not to withhold such presentments 
on the ground of economy, as our report to the Lord Lieutenant shows that, while the pro- 
fit on w'ork has been most satisfactory, in no one instance has a loss been reported through 
out our inspection. . . 

There are a sufficient number of turnkeys to conduct the very best system m this gaol, 
but a different distribution would be necessary ; the female prisoners are clothed and divided 
into three classes ; they are employed particularly in needlework and washing, but receive 
no instruction in reading. Sec., and the matron does not appear to me to be a person who 
nan do justice to them, or to give to them the advantages of the provisions of the Act. 

The prison was throughout extremely clean ; all the presenbed allowances are made to 
the prisoners ; the books of the gaol regularly kept, and the clerical and the medical 


South 
D istrict. 
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South duties correctly executed ; tlie bread dietary is still in use, and I should submit that 

Dist rict. change to the mixed diet would be a measure of economy, to a considerable amount a 

Lunatic Asylum, Cork House of Industry. 

I visited this institution with the same satisfaction that it has afforded to 'Mai or Palme 
and me for some years. Nothing cau exceed the cleanliness anil order of the apartments- 
and the deportment and appearance of the patients afford evidence of judicious and kind’ 
treatment. A change in the system of this asylum must now take place) in consequence of 
the introduction of the Poor Laws into Ireland, and the termination of the present consti- 
tution of the House of Industry, to which the lunatic department has been attached. To 
establish it as a district asylum would but partially accomplish the object which the present 
asylum embraces, as the district asylums extend to the curable only, who form but one- 
third of the inmates in the wards ; and the arrangement would bo. attended with much 
expense. It seems, therefore, obvious, that the course which the county and city propose to 
pursue, will be the most effective, viz. to continue to support the Lunatic Asylum on its 
present basis, by presentments, transferring the control to the Board of Superintendence of 
Charitable Institutions. The immediate care of the asylum is in good hands, under the able 
and zealous superintendence of Dr. Osborne; the manager, Mr. Smith, and matron 
Mrs. Merrick, are also valuable officers. ’ 

The following was the state of the house from March 1037 to March 1038 : 

On the 1 st of March 1037, there were in the asylum — 


Male patients 

184 

Female 

190 

Total 

374 

Admitted since 

01 

ditto 

94 

ditto 

175 


2(55 


204 


549 

Of these were cured, males 

47 

Females 

GO 

T otal 

113 

Relieved 

G 

ditto 

9 

ditto 

15 

Died 

13 

ditto 

17 

ditto 

30 

Idiots - ditto 

14 

ditto 

3 

ditto 

17 


80 


95 


175 


Patients in the asylum on 1 st March 1030- 

Males - - 170 Females - - 196 Total 373 . 

On the day of my inspection, there were 397 patients ; but two under personal restraint. 

Private Asylums. 

I visited the asylum of Dr. Osborne and Dr. Bull, and everything appeared to be pro- 
vided for the comfort and improvement of the inmates. 


County of Galway Gaol. 

The zealous and effective exertions of the local inspector and Governor of this gaol, are 
conspicuous in the improved state of order and cleauliucss in which I found it, and the 
advance of a good system of prison discipline, which has taken place since the last inspec- 
tion. There being now au encouraging commencement made in introducing useful work, it 
may be ranked highly in the comparison of county gaols. It is still unpleasant to observe, 
that the accommodation, however carefully managed, is wholly insufficient for the number of 
committals, so as to comply with the provisions of the Prison Act, which peremptorily 
require a separate cell for each prisoner ; indeed, without this, a rule of silence, and all 
endeavours to prevent gaol contamination, fall to the ground. 

Since I last visited Galway, the Grand J ury have established the useful office of “ con- 
ductor of works,” and some persons are employed under his superintendence in trades. 
Sufficient time, however, has not passed to show much progress, or to extend the system. 
It is, however, a most satisfactory proof of the anxiety of the county for the success of this 
all-important object, that 150Z. has been presented, to encourage manufactures, and to 
establish the system of instruction, as well as employment in useful trades. 

totone-breaking is as yet the principal occupation of the male classes. Machinery has 
v f, en att ^ c bed to the treadwheel, for the purpose of pulverising bones, from which a good 
urn ot profit is expected. Prison dresses being issued, many hands might be employed, 

both m manufacturing them, and in making them up. 

v , ery S reat , improvement has been made within the year in building a public kitchen, 
a voa ° P m .^ puxed instead of the bread diet ; from this measure a saving of 500 1. 
a year is anticipated. ° 

rlJSf kf?-® P rison ers are placed under a competent matron, and every effort made to 
inconvL^ii mpr °I e the “’ l n , the face of m uch difficulty. The want of room presses most 
anartmpni- ^ m ? 1S P f, Vt of t le P, nsou ’. ln : whlch from 35 to 60 are put to sleep in six small 
advontn thfee m a be i : !t_ 13 , obvious that the matron works under great dis- 
their charge SUCh circumstances - Credit is due to her and her assistant for the state of 
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A schoolmaster attends each class two hours in the day. A rule of silence is established 
and carried into effect, as far as want of due separation admits. 


South 

District. 


Bridewells . 

The following detailed reports will show’ the state of each prison of this class ; it is, how- 
ever, my duty to observe to the Grand Jury, that this branch of prison discipline is not taken 
under the care of the Board of Superintendence, as prescribed by the 2d section of the Prison 
Act. The consequences are, that the bridewells are not in the same state of order as those 
of other counties; and the expense double in proportion to the number of committals. This 
arises from two causes — 

1 st. The keepers indiscriminately place every prisoner as a pauper prisoner, to receive gaol 
allowances, instead of examining each case. 

2d. The county charge of diet is 6d. per head. In the county of Cork (which holds out 
a wood example, by their management of 15 bridewells) the average is from 3i d. to 4 Id. 

Bridewell at Ballinasloe. 

This prison is quite unfit for use ; and if a new prison should not be built, it would be 
quite inconsistent with the law to lodge prisoners in it. 


Loughrea. 

This is a sufficiently commodious bridewell ; and every accommodation and allowance 
prescribed by law is afforded to the inmates, who are numerous. 


Woodford. 

This prison contains but two rooms for prisoner's. There had been but an average of 
about 20 names in each quarterly return of committals ; but from the imprisonment of 
drunkards, the number in the last return was 58, and an addition will become necessary. 


Gort. 

The presentment for a new bridewell at Gort having been made under a wrong Act of 
Parliament, it will be necessary to commence de novo undert he provisions of the Prison Act. 
In consequence of this delay, some repairs have been ordered, which might otherwise have 
been inexpedient. 

Clifden. 

I found this prison in excellent order : extremely improved in every respect, under a 
newly-appointed keeper; it is sufficient for the purposes for which it is intended. 


Tuam. 

I found this prison in very good order ; it contains sufficient accommodation, and is con- 
formable to law in every respect. 

Eyrecourt. 

This prison contains the accommodation required by law, and is kept with regularity. 


Town Gaol at Galway. 

Nothing can show more clearly the necessity of a total reform in this gaol, than to tran- 
scribe the following observations from the report of Major Palmer in the last year, and to 
state that they apply with little alteration to the present state of things. 

Sixteenth Report, p. 42. 

“ This new prison is by no means yet arranged under a sound system of classification and 
employment, arising from the want of funds to provide the necessaiy furniture and materials 
for work ; several blankets and bedsteads are still wanted to occupy the cells, and frequently 
three and four sleep in a cell, and others are empty ; under these circumstances, a report on 
the state of discipline would be useless, as none of the objects are yet attained for which the 
new gaol was built. There is no gaol clothing for males or females, and many of the pri- 
soners are almost naked. No bye-laws are established, a clear proof that there is no system : 
no public kitchen, by which the expense of diet is much increased.” 
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South On the day of my inspection, one-third of the cells in the new prison remained unfurnished • 

District. I have communicated with the Local Inspector on this part of the subject, and hope with his 
_ aid to accomplish sonic improvement ; I had much satisfaction from my intercourse 1 with him 

and auo-ur much benefit to the gaol from his appointment. ’ 

I had, on the inspection of 183 ( 5 , pointed out an alteration in the female prison, viz t 
exchange the corridor of the female and pauper debtor classes, adding- to the females two 
rooms to be taken from the master debtor range, and which overlook the extreme yard, which 
I propose for the women. This arrangement was never acted upon, and I found that the 
Governor had not even preserved the written memorandum that I left ; Dr. Blake is now in 
possession of the whole plan proposed, and I urgently press the execution on the Board 


District Lunatic. Asylum, Ballinasloc. 

I insp f.ct e n this asylum three times during the year, and found it in very good order both 
on the male and female side. 

The Board of Local Commissioners had commenced the building of 1(5 new cells, the con- 
struction of which was not approved, and a plan has been submitted by the order of Govern- 
ment for amending it. Even this addition, when completed, will not afford sufficient ac- 
commodation for the wants of the province of Connaught, and it is in contemplation to apply 
for the sanction of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council to the erection of an additional 
story upon a range of low buildings now allotted to incurable cases, ancl enclosure of two 
yards, which will accommodate 75 additional cases ; this extensive addition of accommoda- 
tion could then be effected at a comparatively small expense. 

The state of expenditure, number of patients cured, and other particulars respecting this 
asylum, will be found in the tabular sheet given in our Appendix, Schedule (B.) ° 


County of Kerry Gaol, Tralee. 


I was much pleased with the state of this county gaol, which is every year improving. 
The principal remaining defect is the want of comparative progress (compared with other 
counties) in finding some more profitable and improving system of employment than the 
treadwheel and breaking stones. This subject is under the consideration of the Board of 
Superintendence. And the Local Inspector (Rev. Mr. llarly), whose valuable services we 
nave often noticed, gives me hopes of the speedy introduction of trades. 

To effect this important object, and to establish anything like a reformatory system of 
prison discipline, it would be necessary to improve the present practice with respect to both 
•the appointment and employment of the officers; nnd in the suggestions which it is my duty 
to make, 1 am happy to say that I am supported by the opinion of the Governor, and of an 
apparently intelligent deputy-governor, who show much zeal for the welfare of the institution, 
and every anxiety that this branch should be regulated according to my view, without 
winch their character as efficient officers is injured by the inefficient help that they receive 
Irom this class of subordinates. 


With respect to the nomination of turnkeys, it is properly placed in the hands of the Board, 
the patronage being resigned by the sheriff for the purpose of securing appointments founded on 
qualifications alone, and it is submitted to them that the only way 'In which good officers can 
Be secured is by advertisement, and open examination of candidates, a preference being given 
to good scholars, and likewise to persons who understand particular trades. After officers 
are appointed, the next point is to distribute duty on such a principle as will further try and 
pove their comparative competency, and the only way to effect this is by allowing to eaih an 
“f mtl ™ to a particular portion of tile prison, and a distinct responsibility as to the 
portion. I do not wish to say anything of the apparent degree of efficiency of 
the present turnkeys ; but this much 1 can safolv reoort. that i very d«criotiou of 


^“"Sthgthe officers from class to class every month. I have, in a 
S a her t d , Iv W1 n lle Board > po !' lted out the °f this principle; which, in my opinion, 

X-li L '' k 5 an improved system; it deprives a good officer of the credit to 
Ki!" , aild scrc ™> a tad one from the exposure of his want of efficiency, hy 

fusion y So separate responsibility and throwing the duties of the gaol into complete con- 
sent 1,1. o7 inspections we are in the habit of examining each turnkey as to the manage- 
I shldd S ’ , eas m 8 ao1 1 kMW of whom to ask a question, 

me vere IndSS y .w uT™/ Vented scale of salaries. A respectable turnkey told 
placed on a tint y ’ lif d Petitioned in favour of the sytera of change, as lie liad been 

Sing iS? 7 lch hs thon S ht “ore severe than that allotted to officers of not so high 
to high!; salad™ 7 T, n0t ““ossonable, but the services should he rewarded by rising 
L fufcsiro ( n0 ,‘ by aV °7"S d oties in which experience may be important Dis- 
white a sl rf JST ‘ a °‘ S ° UrCe , 0f «Mlation ; they discharge the dross that will be found, 
tendence should S’? u a const,mt encouragement to exertion. If the Board of Superin- 
officers the system ofV 7’' :i 'ingestions, and particularly should introduce tradesmen as 
htnvevei- to connem . n ga ° 1 7°“ Id s °°*’ ' a different aspect. I do not mean, 

valuable’ if no trade was tobSodmT ' 1 ^ tlle P rinci P les of 

he accolm nodation on the male side is not sufficient to afford a separate cell for each 

prisoner, 
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prisoner, for average committals, and in all probability it will be ultimately found necessary 
to erect a house of correction on a panoptic plan. This is a consideration so important, that 
I recommend that no building of lesser consequence should be erected on the site in rear of 
the present gaol. A plan had been laid before the Board for the building an hospital on 
that site, which, if executed, would deprive the county of the only good site for an extensive 
addition to their county gaol. 

In the female prison the want of room is much more pressing ; nothing but Mrs. Brereton’s 
indefatigable exertions to enforce cleanliness and ventilation could preserve the health of the 
prisoners in their crowded work-rooms and cells. It is, however, but justice to the matron 
to say that the appearance and state of the females, and the work introduced in the face of 
difficulties and discouragements, are most creditable to her. Room might be added by 
lengthening the building, which I pointed out on my inspection in 1836. 


Bridewell at Tarbert. 

I saw this prison to great disadvantage, as three of the four cells on the ground-floor were 
occupied by violent lunatics, who had done injury to the furniture and bedding. The wood 
and iron work require painting. I found everything correct, and supplied deficient blankets. 

Listowel. 

This bridwell has been newly painted, and is in much better order than I have ever before 
seen it. It is now extremely well kept. 

Castle Island. 

This bridewell has always been in a most creditable state, and I found it, as usual, very 
nice, and creditable to the keeper. 


Dingle. 

This prison has always been in good order, the keeper is a very competent officer. I have 
sanctioned a very trifling expense in painting, which is to be done. 


Caherseveen. 

I FOUND this prison in tolerably good order. I was unfortunate in the absence of the 
clergyman of the parish (local inspector) who takes much interest in it, and have commu- 
nicated to him some points which require his attention. 


Killamey. 

The keeper having been fined half a year’s salary on my last report, I am gratified in 
finding a great change for the better. It is creditable to his right feeling, and if the Grand 
Jury should be pleased to present the sum withheld from him, I do not hesitate to report it 
as being for the good of the public service. 

Miltown. 

This bridewell has always been kept regular and extremely clean, and our reports have 
been favourable. I found it in good order. 


Kenmare. 

This prison contains the accommodation required by law, and the provisions of the Act are 
complied with in respect to the pauper prisoners. 


County of Kilkenny Gaol. 

I found this gaol in a much better state than I had at any former period considered it to 
be, and although, as stated in the last report by Major Palmer, it will never suffice as an 
effective county gaol for Kilkenny, the deficiency of cells was not so apparent on my last as 
on my former inspection, there being 40 cells allotted to 42 male prisoners, the extra number 
of two being placed in one of the large rooms. A corridor with eight cells was allotted to 
11 females. Considerable defects, however, remain in the accommodation required by the 
Prison Act; the small and ill-situated day-rooms, difficulty of access to yards, want of 
chapel, total want of inspection, See. ; these, and the inadequacy of the number of cells, in 
91. g crowded 




South 

District. 
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crowded times would render it eventually necessary to erect an additional building on right 
architectural principles, and, to a certain extent, arranged with a view to separation by dav 
and night. In the meantime, I should strongly recommend a comparatively trifling improve- 
ment, the full advantage of which will, under any circumstances, be felt, viz. to place mthe 
doors of the corridors, iron-railing doors inside of the solid ones, which gives the power to 
lock up the cells by day, without injuring the ventilation. 

A very great nuisance has been removed since my last inspection, by an ingenious con- 
trivance, by which water has been brought into the corridors. 

I found everything to approve of in the state and management of the interior, and think 
that the county possess a competent Governor, without winch no system of useful prison 
discipline can be carried on. Mr. Leigh seems to lie efficient and anxious in the discharge 
of his important duties. Trades have begun to succeed, and experience lias proved that they 
may be extended throughout a eouuty gaol, by the tradesmen giving instructions to others 
whose profits are paid to them. Out of 71 male prisoners 1 found, 

At trades - _____ 13 

Stone-breaking ------ 34 

House work ------ 7 

Supporting themselves - - - - 17 

71 

The latter class of 17 ought to be invited and encouraged to work under the provisions of the 
105th sect, of the Prison Act. 

The female class of this gaol is always in creditable order, and the services of the matron 
are really valuable. I suggested some changes for the better arrangement of this class, and 
trust that they have been adopted by the Board. 

The alteration in the hospital suggested by Major Palmer, is in progress. The solitary 
cel s should be heated. 

The Grand Jury are respectfully referred to the Sixteenth General Report, under the head 
of “ Prison Dresses by which it is shown, that the Judges of the Queen’s Bench have 
established the right of every poor prisoner to a regular gaol dress during the whole period of 
his confinement. 

Bridewell at Thomastovm. 

Tins small prison is conducted as the Act directs, and supplied with every legal allowance 
for prisoners. It is kept clean and regular. 


South 

District. 


Mouse of Correction. 

This building is now of little use as an auxiliary to the county gaol ; it contained but six 
prisoners on the day of inspection. It is by no means calculated for a prison, but might be 
turned to good account for any charitable institution ; it contains good apartments for officers, 
with six lage rooms, and six cells. The person now in charge of this house keeps it parti- 
cularly regular and. clean. 

Lunatic Wards. 

This small asylum for county and city patients is very well attended to. It is, however, 
most desirable that provision should be made in the district asylum for every species, of 
lunatic or idiot. The wards contained, 011 the day of inspection, 1(5 males, 13 females. 


City of Kilkenny Gaol. 

Although this prison is quite inadequate to carry into effect the provisions of the Prison 
Act, I found the male prisoners reasonably well accommodated on the day of inspection, 
there being 10 cells to receive 11 male criminals, and five cells to eight debtors. The females 
are crowded, and their day-rooms very dark. No classification whatever. The prison is 
kept very clean ; the prisoners constantly at work at stone -breaking : they supply the brokeu 
stone for the street. 

The gaol does not contain any part of the scale of accommodation prescribed by the Act, 
viz. room for at least four classes of male criminals, for two classes of females, two of debtors, 
with day and work-rooms, chapel, hospital, cooking kitchen, &e. ; from the want of the 
latter, the bread diet becomes unavoidable, which adds to the expense of the gaol ; taking 
the numbers at an average of 40, the saving on a change from the bread to tlic mixed diet 
would probably amount to a sum of 100 /. a year, which sum, otherwise applied, would do 
much benefit to the city gaol. There is no school in this prison ; nor any attempt to intro- 
duce any more beneficial employment than that of breaking stones. 

It might be very desirable, in this g-aol, to take advantage of the large size of the cells to 
introduce the much approved system of separation of prisoners by night and day ; each 
prisoner to have his meals and his working implements in his cell, and to be kept entirely 
apart from the other prisoners. This would be most advantageous in the case of all men 
who can work at a trade, aud might be adopted at once : no provision for carrying it into 

effect 
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effect being necessary, except some arrangement for warming the cells from October to South 

March. In cold weather, even the cell would be more comfortable without a fire than a District. 

yard, or even shed, for breaking stones. If the Board look over the Schedule (G.) in our ' ■ 

Fifteenth Report, they will find many useful hints for solitary work. 


King’s County Gaol, Tullamore. 

I found this distinguished county gaol in the same good state of order and discipline in 
which it lias been often reported ; and it is impossible to speak in terms of too much praise 
of the services of the Board of Superintendence and Local Inspector. The building and 
yards are kept in the most cleanly state ; the routine of duty carried on with much order 
and precision ; the advance of trades very considerable ; and the expenditure of the prison 
particularly moderate ; it having amounted, in the last year, to 13 1 . 6s. per head, including 
salaries, repairs, and all other charges, on an average of 122 prisoners. The school is ex- 
tremely well carried on, assisted by the turnkeys of each class. The accommodation on the 
male side is sufficient to afford a separate cell to each prisoner, with average numbers. When 
this system is unavoidably broken in upon, care is taken so to distribute the accommodation 
that, in the most important classes, separation by night is preserved ; which, with a rule of 
silence (though not strictly accomplished) and constant work, constitutes a sound peni- 
tentiary system. 

On the female side there is a great want of room, and I have suggested to the Board a 
plan for extending the female prison, which I trust may be laid before the sessions prior to 
the spring assizes. The matron is an efficient officer ; an assistant is employed, and the 
females are classified ; and, so far as the accommodation admits, they are usefully employed 
and in good order. 

On the day of inspection the following was the state of employment : — 


Employed at learning trades - - - - 43 

Stone-cutting and breaking, and pumping - - 28 

Prison duties and cooks ----- 10 

Not liable to compulsory work - - - 15 

Total males - 96 

Females (all employed) - - 32 


128 

I have submitted the following points to the Board : — 

First. — An alteration in the front building, by covering in the two small interior yards ; to 
procure a store-room on one side, and aplace of confinement for persons com- 
mitted for drunkenness on the other. The stores are much confined ; and it is 
most important that good and airy storage should be provided in a prison in 
which the blanketting and prison dresses are manufactured by the prisoners. 
With respect to the drunkards, the want of room is quite distressing. 

Second. — A plan for separation of all prisoners at meals. This arrangement much facili- 
tates the system of silence, and has worked well in other county gaols. 

Third. — An alteration m the mode of electing turnkeys. By the present plan, the Board 
are always open to receive a recommendation ; and if the candidate is unex- 
ceptionable, his name is entered, and his appointment follows in his turn, as 
vacancies may occur. The advantage of competition is lost ; and it is recom- 
mended that no application should ffe attended to unless a vacancy occur ; and 
that when it does occur, the Board do advertise for candidates. This is the 
usual course, and obviously the best calculated to procure highly qualified 
officers. 

Fourth. — The appointment of an additional turnkey, to give one to each class. This is 
most important, as the principal defect which I see in the well-regulated interior 
of this gaol is the want of sufficiently allotting the exclusive attention of each 
officer to his own class. 


Bridewell at Parsonstown. 


I found this prison very much improved ; it is now under the immediate care of the 
Board of Superintendence, and is consequently in good order. Painting is wanted (which 
I have reported to the Local Inspector), and is to be submitted to the Board at their next 
meeting. 


County of Limerick Gaol . 

This distinguished county gaol is every year improving in its order and usefulness; the 
Board of Superintendence continue their valuable labours, and their plans are carried into 
gi. G 2 complete 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



48 APPENDIX TO SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

South complete effect by their Governor, whose knowledge of prison discipline, and success in 

District. introducing and extending profitable employment, justly entitle him to their entire 

7 confidence. 

On the day of inspection there were 127 male criminals confined, of whom were 


employed, 

At useful trades - -- -- -- -74 

Stone-breaking -------- - i(j 

Treadwlieel - -- -- -- -- 10 

House duties, and sick ------- 11 ) 

Total - - - 127 


There arc a sufficient number of cells to afford, with average numbers, a separate cell for 
each prisoner, with day and work-rooms in proportion. The cells are not large enough to 
admit of the separate system by day and night. Strict attention is however paid to pre- 
serving the classification, and the system of silence is substantially (not completely) 
established ; it is enforced so far as to prevent the possibility of continued conversation 
indeed, seldom in any degree transgressed. 

The tread wheel is in operation ; alL allowances prescribed by the Act are made to 
prisoners. Prison dresses are issued to the tried classes; the books are kept with regularity; 
the clerical and medical duties are duly attended to ; the school carried on with good 
effect, and nothing seems wanting to complete a good system, but an additional number of 
cells to meet tlie highest numbers that are sometimes confined. 

Should the Grand Jury think of any addition to the county gaol, it would be well to 
construct it with a view to the separate system, with large cells and without day-rooms or 
work-rooms ; all implements of work to be placed in each cell. A prison, on this con- 
struction, for 50 prisoners, is worthy of consideration ; it might be a plain building, and by 
no means expensive. 

The females are well employed under a competent matron, the return of their work has 
been satisfactory, the number of females committed has increased within the last year; 
it appears, however, from the Report of the Ladies’ Committee, that the increased number, 
and all the recommittals have been confined to minor potty sessions cases. Not one 
female was convicted at the last assizes, and not one committed for drunkenness under the 
late Act. 


Bridewells of the County of Limerick. 

Although the bridewells of this county are in our general Report not ranked in the 
first class, with respect to their internal management, they arc not unattended to by the 
Board of Superintendence, and are supplied from the county gaol with all the furniture and 
utensils required by law, and kept, under their directions, in repair. I have submitted to the 
Board a special report on each, and recommended such improvements as appeared neces- 
sary. They are six in number, and arc situated in lJruff, Croom, Kilfmnun , Glynn, New- 
castle, and .Rathkeale. 


District Lunatic Asylum. 

I found this asylum in the same creditable and satisfactory state in which it has been 
reported so many years. Mr. and Mrs. Jackson are as zealous as they are skilful and 
experienced in the moral management of tlie patients, and the result is such as might be 
expected. The particulars respecting number and cure of patients, expenditure, &c., are 
contained in our Schedule (B.), to which the Grand Jury arc referred. The number in the 
house on the day of inspection was 304; 74 discharged cured, from Mav 1837 to May 
1838 : 150 employed. J 


City of Limerick Gaol. 

I found this gaol very much improved since my last inspection; nothing could be move 
clean and regular than the state of all the classes. To the continued attention of the Board 
or superintendence and Local Inspector (which is creditable to them) is to he attributed the 
advance which lias been made. I made an early inspection, in order to confer with the 
officers as to the best mode of giving effect to the directions given by the judge of assize at 
the spring assizes, viz. that measures should be taken to adopt, so far as may he practi- 
cable, the separate system, the confining each prisoner, by day and night, at work or 
S™ 0 t / 6pa fi e who % amoved from holding communication with any other 
prisoner, j. lound that the accommodation in this gaol was very well adapted to tlie rntro- 
• I 0 . 0 , tlle system in the classes of convicted male prisoners, there being 21 ) large cells, 

” Tp as!m P tlon ° f 'VO* could be earned on, and affording fall space for one 
SrSr. 11115 arrangement required no preparation, but merely a change in the position of 
1 “ ™ seaso "’ warmth has not to be taken into consideration, tliere- 

rore me plan was strongly recommended to the Board for immediate adoption, to be at once 

acted 
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acted upon.* It will, however, before the approach of winter season, be necessary to arrange 
some plan for conveying hot air or water through the corridors. 

The only part of this arrangement which is incomplete is the want of numerous small 
yards; and a plan for procuring a few such yards is under consideration, both in the north- 
east and in the store-yards. This imperfection is partly obviated by fixing stated times for 
the admission of each class to the yard, to be exercised in files, under the turnkey, preserving 
strict silence. 

The separate system is peculiarly of advantage in this prison, in which it has been found 
difficult to introduce trades, and the chief defect in the system has been the want of profit- 
able employment. 

It was very satisfactory to find that the improvements which had been suggested in the 
management of the female classes have been acted upon, aud a striking change is to be seen 
in that branch of the establishment. A second female officer has been appointed; the 
women are arranged in three classes and employed, and the female prison presents a very 
different scene from what was reported in former years. 

Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 

This extensive public charity contained above 400 inmates on the day of my inspection of 
the lunatic wards. The latter only are a subject for my report. I found them clean, with 
every appearance of attention to the wants of the iusane. They have the advantage in this 
house of industry of entire separation from the poor ; the wards have also the benefit of the 
occasional visits of Mr. Jackson, the manager of the district asylum. The patients consist 
of incurable lunatics, idiots, and epileptic cases. There were on the day of inspection 
16 males and 38 females, nearly equal numbers of the three classes. 


County of Mayo Gaol. 

In consequence of a communication from the judge at the spring assizes to Government, 

I was directed by order of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to make an early report on 
this county gaol, which report was referred to the judge at the summer assizes, and given 
in charge to the Grand Jury by him. (See 2d Report.) 

It was my painful duty to report, that the interior system of this large establishment 
requires an entire reform, which cannot be effected without some changes in the higher 
officers of the institution. The Governor is an old and respectable officer, and, compared 
with the officers of his standing, was distinguished as such. In late appointments, qualifi- 
cations have been looked for, proportioned to the improved views of prison discipline, and 
suited to giving effect to the provisions of the present law. Mr. Rogers would doubtless 
have improved with the advance of the system, had not a serious accident much impaired his 
powers of exertion ; this circumstance would render it impossible to place the discipline of 
Castlebar gaol on a par with that of other counties under his government, without the 
appointment of a conductor of works, on a respectable salary, who should also undertake 
the duties of deputy governor, an office for which the present occupant has proved himself 
wholly unfit. It would be quite necessary also to alter the system of appointing the 
turnkeys ; some of them cannot read and write. All persons named to fill up vacancies 
should be subjected to the approval of the Board, or rejection on the ground of ineligibility ; 
without this the Board cannot be answerable for the due execution of their bye-laws. The 
Board have the power of framing, and responsibility of carrying into effect these regulations, 
and this cannot be done without competent instruments. No gaol can be well governed 
until turnkeys are chosen from competition of candidates, as vacancies occur. To appoint 
tradesmen as turnkeys has been found much to forward the profitable work of prisoners. 

I have been under the necessity of reporting the wholly unimproved state of the female 
class. The matron was originally appointed to fill quite a different station ; and it is fortu- 
nate that her long services and good character entitle her to a high retired allowance. Until 
*her retirement takes place, discipline must be at a stand in this class. I had hoped, with 
the aid of a committee of ladies (with whom I had, on my last inspection, agreed upon 
certain regulations, to be carried on under their superintendence), that the system might have 
been improved; but the plan has completely failed, and the discipline of the female prison 
can now only be reported as wholly defective, under incompetent officers. Grange Gorman 
Female Prison, and other institutions in Dublin, would, at any time, supply a trained 
matron for the salary now paid. . . 

Such being the situation of Castlebar gaol with respect to officers, it is unnecessary to 
report on the particular branches. The school is carried on in the chapel, with the 
assistance of such turnkeys as are capable of assisting. The clerical and medical officers 
attend, and perform their duties with much regularity ; the messing is well conducted, and 
every wish shown by the Governor to promote the good of the establishment, and to do 
justice to the prisoners, so far as his health permits. In the event of a new apppomtment, 
Mr. Rogers is an officer whose interest ought in every possible way to be consulted. 

The Board of Superintendence were assembled on the day of my inspection ; they are most 
anxious for, and will be found very efficient in conducting a good system, with competent 
officers under their orders. It is very distressing to see so splendid a public building com- 


* I regret to say, that on an inspection after summer assizes I found this system dropped. 
91. G 3 
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paratively thrown away, for the want of bringing that degree of talent which the salaries are 
amply sufficient to remunerate, to act upon the system. The Board arc hiking active steps 
to extend the work of prisoners beyond the breaking of stones, and are attaching machinery 
to the treadvvheel for that purpose. 3 


Bridewell of Jiulinrobe. 

The system of payment for the support of prisoners, through the office of the Inspectors 
General (which is m operation in every bridewell in Ireland, save those of the county of 
Meath, and in Dungannon), was stopped by the Grand Jury of this county; but the conse- 
quence having been that I found the prison without bedding, and the prisoners without food 
1 represented the case to the Board ; and orders have been made for the supply of 
bedding, and for the future transmission of the; quarterly return, under the 05th section of 
the Prison Act. 


County of Mayo Gaol. Second Report, Sept. 1030. 

The Grand Jury of the county assembled at summer assizes, having taken into considera- 
tion the reports made in the earlier part of the year, passed an unanimous resolution, that the 
circumstances of the county gaol required such immediate steps to be taken as would place 
the discipline of the prison in competent hands : in consequence of which resolution, and 
with the entire concurrence and under the authority of the high sheriff, the deputy gaoler, 
matron, and six subordinate officers were removed, and replaced by persons approved by 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, on the Report of the Inspectors General of Prisons. I 
attended at. Castlebar, and placed these officers on duty ; and there is every reason to expect 
that this decisive and creditable movement on the part of the local authorities, will produce 
the effect contemplated by the change. A sum of money was granted by the Board of 
Superintendence, for purchasing materials and tools for the establishment of trades, and the 
workshops of the prison arc now in active operation. The deputy-governor® acts as master 
of the works, and three of the new turnkeys are skilful tradesmen. The prospect of a very 
superior system of prison discipline in the county of Mayo, is most encouraging; and we 
trust that this excellent example may bring under the serious notice of the Grand Juries of 
some other counties, the deficiencies in their county gaols, and want of efficiency of officers, 
of which we have complained in vain. 


Queen's County Guol. 


The inspection of this prison has been very satisfactory. Notwithstanding the favourable 
reports made of it for many years, 1 found it decidedly improved. The Governor is an officer 
quite qualified to conduct a well-ordered penitentiary, possessed of sound views of the prin- 
ciples of moral government (without which no person is fitfortho office), and ever anxious to 
promote the instruction, profitable employment, and discipline of those under his care. The 
result is, as in all similar cases, that the gaol presents a scene of active industry, a great pro- 
portion of the prisoners being engaged in useful trades, several of whom arc taught in the 
prison. The system of total separation cannot he practised, as the cells arc not of sufficient 
size. Separation hj night is accomplished, and during the day a rule of silence is to a great 
extent carried into effect, and there arc good grounds 1'oc believing that the change wrought 
in the character of some persons who have been imprisoned in Maryborough has produced 
the most beneficial e fleets upon their future lives. 

Of 94 male prisoners confined on the day of inspection (including debtors) there were— 
Employed at trades 30 

At stone-breaking 24 

In house duties 12 

Supporting themselves and sick - - - _ - 28 


Total - - - 94 

There are an unusual number of persons in this gaol who provide for their own support, 
and I submit to the Board of Superintendence the provisions of the 105 th sect, of the Prison 
Act. Although by the terms of that section, any threat or undue means to induce such per- 
sons to work are forbidden, it may fairly be gathered from the section, and certainly it is a 
matter of great importance, that every encouragement and invitation should be given to such 
persons to employ themselves and to make a profitable use of their time. Prisoners provid- 
themselves should "be instructed in trades, as well as employed in trades previously 

I did not quite approve the change made in the mode of conducting the school. The 

assembling the classes in the chapel has many advantages ; it gives an opportunity to the 
together 1 ot leTB to a ^ 01 * '^ assistance which can only be given when they are collected 

The 


* Since appointed Governor. 
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The female prison requires attention ; the charge is too heavy for one unassisted matron, 
and there is an evident want of skill, which will ever keep this branch of Maryborough gaol 
behind the general advance of the establishment in character and discipline, until a change is 
made. A second female officer is indispensable. The females, on the day of inspection, 
amounted to nearly one-third of the total of the prisoners ; and if a second matron is disapproved, 
on account ol the additional expense, she ought to be substituted for one of the male officers, 
the number of each being quite disproportioned, the matron having to act as governor, school- 
mistress, and turnkey for her whole class. It is my duty to report the present matron as not 
qualified to act as head-matron, yet her character and services would render it unpleasant to 
place another over her ; I therefore have suggested that the females should be divided into 
two classes, each to be placed under a distinct matron, the matrons to be quite independent 
of each other, the salaries to be 30 l. a year each ; this would add 25 1 . a year to present ex- 
pense, but that sum could be saved in the manner above suggested : this system has worked 
well in Downpatrick gaol. The accommodation ought to be divided. Grange Gorman 
penitentiary can at all times supply trained and competent matrons. 


South 

District. 


Bridewells of the Queen’s County. 

The bridewells of this county are distinguished for the good order in which they are kept ; 
for the care taken in the appointment of trained keepers, and the uniform system of rules and 
regulations established by the Board of Superintendence, and given in charge to the Governor 
of the county gaol, who usually accompanies the Inspector-general on his inspection. 


Abbey leix. 

I found this prison in perfect order in every respect ; the day-room, since the entrance has 
been roofed, is too dark, and I recommend that an iron-railing door should be placed in it, in 
addition to the close door, and that the former should be locked, and the latter kept open 
during the day. 

Borris-in- Ossory. 

This prison is in every way complete ; but I found the keeper in bad health, and the 
prison had lost ground in respect to cleanliness and order, which I have pointed out to the 
Governor. 


Stradbally. 

The keeper’s wife not dow residing in the bridewell, the objection arises to leave a prison 
in which females are confined in the hands of a single man, and the keeper should be re- 
placed by a married couple. I did not approve of the day-room on the ground-floor being 
occupied by the keeper ; it disturbs the system and principle of the plan of the building. 


District Lunatic Asylum, Maryborough. 

This asylum is conducted in the best manner, under the superintendence of Dr. Jacob, and 
the manager and matron, Mr. and Mrs. Abbot ; the patients are kindly treated, and employed 
in agricultural and other works. 

The numbers received and cured, the expenditure, work account, and other particulars re- 
specting this asylum are to be found in the tabular sheet given in our Appendix, Schedule (B.) 


County of Tipperary Gaol, House of Correction at Clonmell. 

This prison, containing 100 cells for male convicted prisoners, together with a detached 
prison for every description of females, continues to support its good character, and by the 
success and profit of the works, to exhibit a most encouraging example of the benefit arising 
from the system of introducing and teaching trades in any extensive gaol. The Board of 
Superintendence have given their most zealous attention to this branch of their charge. The 
Local Inspector has watched over it with much interest and care; and their labours have 
been well rewarded in the success of the experiment. The workshops of this establishment 
are not conducted through the instrumentality of the Governor, but of an officer specially 
appointed for that purpose under the 106th section of the Prison Act. Clonmel was the 
first place in which this section has been acted upon ; three successive masters of works 
have been appointed (one vacancy having occurred by the promotion of Mr. Ryan to the 
o-ovevnment of Waterford aaol, and another by death'), and their sendees have most satis- 
factorily proved the value of such an office. In all cases in which the necessary and peculiar 
qualification for the superintendence of various works, and applying the most judicious 
emDloyment to each inmate, are not possessed by the Governor of a gaol, this office becomes 

g g 4 indispensable; 
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indispensable ; and, irrespective of the moral effects of useful employment, it is a measure 
of economy, os the salary bears no proportion to the profit of the work. 

On the day of inspection, the following was the detail of employment of the 100 male 


prisoners : — 

Working at tlieir trades ----- 20 

Learning trades ------ 29 

Labourers assisting ------ 35 

House duties - - - - - - -10 

100 

The value of the work in the last year was - £.030 7 91 

Cost of materials, and other outgoings _____ Gt»3 18 3 


Clear Profit - - - £.21 <5 0 G£ 


There are in this prison turnkeys allotted to the different classes, and the routine of duty 
is systematically carried on. 

The female prison, within the walls of the new house of correction, contained on the day 
of inspection, 58 prisoners, who were well employed and separated in classes ; so far, then, as 
relates to this branch of the gaol of the county of Tipperary, the system is most satisfactory. 

In the old house of correction is the treadwheel, the only means of employment. This 
part of the prison contains 30 cells ; and on the day of inspection there were 80 prisoners. 
Exclusive of this number, the Governor was obliged to leave in the sheriff ’s gaol a class of 
convicted prisoners, amounting to 20 in number ; thus, then, there appears to have been 70 
tried prisoners above the number for which there arc cells in the two houses of correction. 
The Board of Superintendence have most judiciously adhered to the rule of preserving the 
penitentiaiy system unbroken in the new house of correction, by never placing more than 
one prisoner in a cell ; by which there is great crowding in the other parts of the gaol. 

The following are the returns of numbers for 1830 and 1837: — 


1830. 1837. 

Average number of prisoners - - - 359 337 

Highest number at any one time - - 524 480 

Number of cells ----- 219 219 

Beds in rooms ----- 30 30 


These numbers it may be important to have in view when the Grand Jury shall determine 
on the accommodation to he provided for in Ncnagh, it appearing clearly that the house of 
correction at Clonmell is wholly inadequate to be used as a joint house of correction for 
both counties. 

Sheriff's Gaol. 

Tuts prison presents a great contrast to the house of correction, it containing a greater 
number of prisoners than forms the total of the average number of prisoners confined in a 
county gaol ; and there being but three turnkeys attached to it, one of them being clerk to 
the gaol, the consequence is, that the prisoners arc locked up to work out every mischief 
that their united ingenuity can invent, and to cultivate and encourage in each other every 
vile propensity which such communication is so well calculated to increase ; and without 
any means of employment. It is, however, out of place to suggest any measure to correct 
this great evil, until the prison arrangements of the county shall be finally made. The 
prison is clean and as well ventilated as circumstances permit. 

Bridewells of the County of Tipperary. 

This branch of the prison discipline of the county must be viewed with feelings of great 
pain; it is, however, unnecessary to urge upon the Grand Jury and Board of Superin- 
tendence the necessity of establishing a uniform system of government for the bridewells, 
according to the provisions of the Act, and as practised in other counties, as it may perhaps 
not he practicable to determine upon the proper measures to be taken for their improve- 
ment until the arrangements of tne county are completed ; but the subject is submitted not 
only as one of great importance for the safe custody and proper treatment of the prisoners, 
but as a measure of economy. A trained and careful officer would save a great part of the 
money now expended on the support of the prisoners. In a local bridewell a great number 
of the prisoners are able to provide food for themselves, being near to tlieir homes ; in some 
bridewells in Ireland veiy few are charged to the county ; those who are to he supported 
-aybe dieted (as is done in Cork and in two of the Tipperary bridewells, Carrick-on-Suir 
and Newport) for from 3 d. to Ad. ahead; whereas, in this county (with these exceptions) 
0 a. is the regular charge, and for every prisoner. When it is considered that the annual 
cost of provisions in the bridewells exceeds 800 /., a considerable saving might be effected; 
probably more than half. I have, in my tour, charged the keepers on this head ; they are 
pei sons who never were trained in the house of correction, as they should be; hut I found 
tnem, m general, respectable men, and desirous to do their duty. I beg, however, to draw 
tne attention of the Grand Jury and the Board to my report as to the keeper at Caher. 
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Roscrea. 

I found this prison clean, Under a new keeper, who appears to be very anxious to do his 
duty, but has never been trained to it. The prison consists of four corridors, each containing 
three cells and a day-room, two corridors on each floor, with two large centre-rooms for the 
keeper ; at present, the upper floor only is occupied by prisoners, the lower floor by the 
keeper and stores. 

Templemore. 

I found this prison almost wholly unfurnished, and have taken measures under the pro- 
visions of the Prison Act (sect. 87) to supply what is necessary ; the house contains on the 
oTound-floor, two rooms for the keeper, one day-room for males, and one cell for persons 
confined for drunkenness. The second floor contains three cells for males, one room with a 
loft for females, and a similar one added to the keeper’s apartments. The keeper, who is 
newly appointed, appears to be a respectable man, but wholly untrained. 


Thurles. 

This is a very large bridewell, containing above 20 cells, 13 of which are prepared for the 
reception of prisoners. I found it clean, the rough state of the yards and other circumstances 
exhibit however, the want of a system of rules and regulations for the bridewells of the 
county. 

New Birmingham. 

This is one of those very small prisons not containing the legal accommodations which 
were allowed to remain in remote districts requiring a bridewell. Since the passing of the 
Act for confining drunkards, these small prisons are found so completely insufficient, that an 
additional building will become necessary. 


Cashel. 

This bridewell is extremely ill-planned, and the yards so inconveniently situated that 
they are so much waste ground, and of no use for the prisoners; the prison affords a good 
deal of accommodation, and has been reported by the chief of police, as a convenient 
gaol, particularly for the purpose of keeping apart persons for further examination ; it is kept 
clean and orderly. 

Nenagh. 

From the arrangements in progress to reuder the court-house in this town available as a 
county court-house, I fouud the bridewell, which forms part of the same building, m some 
confusion. It, however, appeared to be kept with care and attention. I ordered some 
beddino- and other necessaries for the gaol, in which it may be necessary to confine a larger 
number of persons than heretofore. The keeper is newly appointed, and is intelligent and 
anxious in the discharge of his duty. Should the assizes be held in Nenagh, an additional 
officer would be necessary. 

Newport. 

This very small bridewell is always kept clean and regular. The dietary in this prison is 
but 3 d. per head, being half of the county prices. 

Carrich-on-Suir. 

This and the prison at Clogheen are the only bridewells in the county which are built upon 
a good plan. It is a new prison, kept clean and regular, and the dietary, as m Newport, 
very moderate, being but 3 \d. per head. 


Clogheen. 

I found this bridewell clean and in good order, at the same time it (or any prison in this 
county) will bear no comparison with that of counties in which a uniform system works 
under the Board. 


Borrisokane. 

I found this prison in better order than I had seen it in before, but it is so totally inade- 
quate to receive the number of prisoners now committed, that I should submit to the Grand 
Jury a plan for a new prison, were it not that the division of the county may alter the circum- 
stances of the case, and it is therefore postponed. 

91. h 
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Tipperary. 

It is absolutely indispensable that a new bridewell should be "built in this populous 
sessions toivn, and a plan will be submitted for tiiat purpose. I found the bridewell IT's' 
without bedding, but have taken steps, under the 07th section of the Prison Act to 7 
that deficiency. ’ "W 

Calicr. 

I submitted a proposal for alterations in this bridewell, and had understood that 
sentment was made, but was much disappointed at finding the prison unaltered 
by many degrees the worst prison in Ireland. The bridewell keeper is a painter who o ' 8 
pies the house for his trade, and is totally unfit to be continued in his office. ’ ° CCU " 

District Lunatic Asylum at Clonmell. 

I pound this asylum in a very clean and orderly state, both on the male and female sid 
the latter being conducted by Mrs. Crofton, a matron unconnected with the Governor A 
investigation was held since my inspection by my colleague. Major Palmer, by order of 
Government, on a representation made by the local commissioners respecting the Governor 
which has terminated in a manner satisfactory to them, and we trust, tiiat in future everv 
thing will be conducted so as to meet the approbation of the commissioners, and secum 
union and harmony in every part of the institution. The particulars respecting the work 
cures, and other details of this and the other asylums of this class, will be found in ou’ 
Appendix, Schedule (B.), as likewise in our General Report, under the head of District Lunatic 
Asylums. 

Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 

The wards of this charitable institution, allotted to incurable lunatics, are kept very clean 
and in good order, and the patients treated with humanity and attention. * 3 


Waterford County Gaol. 


As 1 consider the success of this county gaol as much identified with the interests of 
the whole prison department in Ireland, I am anxious to report on the very encouraging 
advance that the system has made since my last inspection. It is founded upon the princi- 
ples of strict classification, a rule of silence, with a general employment, and instruction of 
the inmates in useful trades. Hie system has been in operation nearly three years in Water- 
ford. It was unknown m the counties forming the Leinster circuit, and the Prison Act may 
be said to have been a dead letter until the year 103.1, when the works commenced in the 
house of correction at Clonmell, under the sole management of Mr. Ryan (now Governor 
of tins gaol), who acted in the capacity of muster of the works, and under whom the 
arrangements were made which have since been carried on by other officers of that class 
with so much benefit to the county of Tipperary. The Board of Superintendence at Water - 
ord, having been anxious to introduce the system of workshops (in compliance with the 
terms Of the Afit.Y M I, 1 - I 


terms of the Act), conferred the office of Governor on Mr. Ryan in 1030,“ and I can now 
safely report that in the lace of many difficulties lie has (under the liberal support of the 


Board and local inspector) brought the interior discipline and reformatory cLacter of 
Waterford gaol to a degree of perfection which full, answers the intentions of the Legisla- 
Ued many other county. The progress of trades lias been muchsup- 
thtSK? ap ?° lnt Tf *? the offl “ » f ‘“'^ey of persons conversant with trades, and 
‘ radesmmw ltoare committed, and who aid in tile instruction of 
tS V r e , ? J C ”’, 121 P" 80 " 8 have bean instructed in the most useful 
anvwhkmi' aff ° rd t °‘ 1 f m . the nl “ ns ° f support at home, or prove of essential bene- 
. w 7 . 'I? 0 , Ba y emigrate to America or elsewhere. 

rate svstem^the ° f ^rintendence have not the means of adopting the sepa- 

the cells are not on a slffl ° n ?] 7 0rd a separate sleeping cell for average numbers, and 
for the numbers enmmitt a v* 1 ' 7 ) ar £ e sca le; the whole of the arrangement is contracted 
SeriiXmSn.™^ ’ howe r'’ 50 weU «»*™d and turned to account by receat 
s"™™, andTl^ a view to the public 

The Governor states that th' 8 ‘ ' i atld enforced, that improvement makes rapid progress. 
priLn °tt^rrnow comrf t 7 ' ^ bMri rata 'ied by the necessary alterations ,n the 

of the prison™. completed, and he anticipates cMentfed beneflt to arise from the labour 
yetTvSfsM to at™™ * h f 1 1 ° f «“ ' General Report fa the subject of prison works, 


First. ‘Th a ^^e_Pmoa^Aet^lMiolutely requires noi only work for every prisoner receivinB 


tmhlif nmnnwi i, ,. . y i , B uot omy work lor every prisoner receiving 

?f£edSo b ^, h . matenilsand f°°l B shall he provided, and teacher 8 

Second— That wMe the™ 7 d ( ■ 104 ' 1M> ’ n0 disc-etion beiig left. 

to i n,KT'T ,Ve t? I ‘ e ' tl ' irdof hia earnings, on the day of d,s- 
natge, to protect him from being driven by destitution to return to vicious 

courses, 
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courses, the other two-thirds are credited to the public to defray the expense South 

of his support. District 

Third. — That the discharged prisoner is restored to society, an industrious operative, 
instead of being an uninstructed vagrant, with every temptation to crime, and 
prospect of recommittal. 

Fourth. That the primary object of the provisions of the Act, is to arrest the course of 

a human being who has made apparent shipwreck of his temporal and eter- 
nal interests, which view (if no consideration of policy and regard to the 
public good existed) ought to silence opposition, and to establish the moral, 
as the law has fixed the legal, right of prisoners to the benefits of reforma- 
tory discipline. 


Bridewell at Dungaroan. 

I found this bridewell in good order; it contains 10 cells, six for males and four for 
females, with separate yards, day-rooms, &c., and apartments for thejkeeper. The Governor 
of Waterford gaol accompanied me, as this prison is placed by the Board of Superintendence 
under his responsibility and care ; the returns are made with regularity, the prisoners receive 
the allowances prescribed by law, and the prison is satisfactory in every respect. 


Lismore. 

This prison contains but two cells; few prisoners are confined. It cannot be considered, as 
a bridewell conformable to law ; there is, however, a fire in each cell, and the prisoners suffer 
no personal inconvenience ; all allowances are issued to them. 


Lunatic Asylum at Waterford. 


This asylum is conducted on the same good principles, and appears in the same state of 
order and cleanliness as the other institutions of the same class. 1 he numbers received and 
cured, state of expenditure and other particulars, are to be found in the tabular sheet given 
in our Appendix, Schedule (B.) 


Waterford City Gaol. 

I found this small prison very clean and regular. The convicted prisoners sentenced to 
hard labour, as well as the whole of the females, are confined in the house of correction ; the 
city gaol is therefore limited to the character of a lock-up house, principally for the untried 
males and debtors ; the average numbers are very few, the number which is stated in our 
General Report, Schedule (D.), including the prisoners in the house of coirection. 1 here is no 
sort of employment, nor any introduction of separate imprisonment or silence. 

The prisoners receive the regular gaol allowances, but have no instruction or other advan- 
tage of improved prison discipline. 


House of Correction at Waterford. 

This nrison connected with the city gaol, is on a panoptic plan, but slightly built, and 
Jhout^Jors to the ranges of S» 'cells, da oae siSe it CO atoms the courted 
prisoners sentenced to hard labour, for whom there is a tread wheel in opera . 
other side are the female prisoners, employed under a competent matron. The whole ot the 
prison is extremely clean and well kept. 


County of Wexford Gaol. 

No addition has been made to this insufficient gaol, but the Boarf of Superintendence are 
anxious that steps should be taken to enable them to carry into effect the provisions of the 
Prison Act, and to introduce those principles of discipline which alone can render a county 
gaol conducive to the moral improvement of the inmates. Without a separate cell to each 
prisoner and workshops for employing the classes at trades, any such system is impracticable. 
ffiSd arable ?or baildingV ‘the present site is very limited. A plan has, however 
been prepared, and will he submitted to the Grand Jury, which seems to effect every thing 
that is practicable, and enough to render the gaol substantially conformable to what the law 
requires. The proposed plan is framed upon the pauoptic principle, with four rays, con- 
vert, ug to a central house: it will afford 80 cells; two of the rays to be constructed >ml a 
view to total separation, and two of them to the system 

in classes, by day. The centre house contains a cooking kitchen, Governor s house, with foil 
inspection, and a classiSed chapel on the upper Soor, communicating by bridges with the 
gaols in the radial buildings. j y 

9 i h 2 
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I very reluctantly report that the interior system of this prison is as defective 
building, but it may be encouraging to state, that on the Leinster circuit, in which fi 
separate county gaols, at least as deficient, were reported a very few years a<m but t ” Te 
that character now remain; the gaol at Waterford, and house of correction at Clonmell* 0 ° f 
exhibiting striking models of a 'well-conducted penitentiary system, with extensive wT 
shops; the countv gaol at Kilkenny having also advanced, though in an inferior decree ° I 
all counties in which it is evident that the present officers are not qualified to contend wit? 
the difficulties attending the introduction of an improved system (a state of things wh k 
cannot be denied as applying to Wexford gaol) we have recommended the appointment r!f 
conductor of works, under the 106th section of the Prison Act, in lieu of a deputy gaoler f ih 
latter office being in general worse than useless). It is through the instrumentality of *2 
an officer that the workshops of Clonmell have flourished since the building of the house f 
correction. The first conductor of works employed there, has been appointed Governor °f 
Waterford county gaol, in which he conducts his own trades without requiring anv snrh 
assistant. I pointed out to the local inspector an officer now employed at Waterford wh 
for 60 l. a year would serve as conductor of works in Wexford, and 1 most stronelv wnm° 
mend the appointment. 6 3 m ‘ 

It is almost needless to point out defects of which the Board are fully aware. The turn 
keys pay no attention to the instruction of their classes, anti on the day of inspection th? 
schoolmaster being ill, all teaching was suspended. There are no bye-laws, which will become 
necessary when there is any system to be regulated. No prison dresses are issued - this 
however, is a general subject, and we refer to our ,16th General Report under the head’ 
Prison Dresses,” as that Report is supported by the opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
One part of the new plan ought to save the county 260 /. a year, which would pav halfthe 
instalments of the new building proposed, viz. the general kitchen; the cost of the mixed diet 
(by far the best of the three tables) averages from 2 J d. to 3 > d. ; the present diet at Wexford 
is 4 J d. ; it is not, however, conformable to law. The bread diet allows a quart of new milk • 
it this was allowed to the prisoners the diet would be 6 d. at least; the difference between this 
and the highest charge for mixed diet is l^rf., which, at 100 rations per day, would amount 
to 250 l. a year. 


Bridewells of the County of Wexford. 

The bridewells of Wexford are in a very creditable state since they have been taken in 
charge by the Board of Superintendence. There is still some want of system in training the 
Keepers ; very proper persons seem, however, to have been selected, and great praise is due to 
the Iceeper at New Ross for the pains taken by him not unnecessarily to charge the county 
with the support of prisoners who can support themselves ; his vigilance has been a serious 
saving to the county, and must operate as a check to crime. I have made minute inquiry, 
and am satisfied that m no instance has any prisoner suffered from this caution. 


Ennhcorthy and Corey, 

in plan >UND b0tk tIlGSe bridewells very clean, and in good order; they are nearly similar 
New Ross. 

it ordf WeU b my S “ ,Cral rcmarks ; and I,avc onl y *° “ dd > that 1 ft” 1 


Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 


TX att A °, fa ” ext ™ sive an d well-conducted charitable institution; the 
ctan lt f nd j d to *> circumstances will admit, and I found the wards very 

clean. 1 here were confined on the day of inspection— 


1 9 ^ maIes > cells and one room. 

15 Males, in 12 cells. 


County of Wicklow Gaol 

S ' nCe my last in9 P ection - The important office 
althou S h 1 do not conceive that every advantage whic 
ability woSd havfLnS *v! aS tak<m to F ocure for the county an officer whose tried 
better has certainly hepn P ro §^ eS9 of a sound penitentiary system, a change for the 
his duty and anxious to imtirovp • J he newly-appointed Governor seems disposed to dc 

sent to Waterford ronntv JL l r’ and ,^ dlls . P ur pose I very strongly recommend his being 
watertord county gaol, for a short period, in order to see the whole of the arrange- 
ments 
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ments there made. I can promise to him every assistance from the excellent officer at the 
head of that establishment. 

An additional building at Wicklow has been the subject of much attention during the course 
of the last year ; and I think it right to report to theBoard of Superintendence, that the plan 
recently forwarded to Government, and referred to the joint observations of the Board of Public 
Works and Inspectors General of Prisons, can never be approved. The plan was calculated to 
crowd the buildings and yards in a manner objectionable, both with a view to health and clas- 
sification ; and which never could be remedied in any ulterior plan for enlarging the county 
gaol. The building proposed was of considerable extent ; and yet leaving the gaol deficient in 
many most important respects : want of inspection, chapel, governor’s house, &c. &c., which 
ought to be included in any but a mere temporary alteration, and one which would always be 
advantageous. There appears to be but one way in which the gaol at Wicklow could be so 
enlarged as to comply with the requirements of the Act, and to render the measure satisfac- 
tory and final, viz. by taking in the passage and walled garden upon the east side of the 

f aol, and building upon that site a radiating house of correction, having in front a central 
ouse, commanding an inspection of every yard, and containing governor’s apartments, a 
chapel, classified and connected by bridges with the rays of the building, and a proper 
cooking kitchen for the whole establishment. 

Until the county are prepared to meet the subject completely, and to carry the provisions 
of the law into effect, there seems to be a plan by which the present gaol might be much 
improved, and of the particulars of which the inspector and Governor are in possession. It 
would afford four male criminal classes instead of two ; and if the Board should approve the 
suggestion, it may be practicable to lay it before the adjourned sessions as an altered plan, 
and to apply to it the present presentment. 

The discipline of the female prison might be very much improved. The Court of Queen’s 
Bench have now ruled that a prison dress is the right of every poor prisoner, as much as a 
blanket or food; and. with this authority, I trust the Board will make an order for the im- 
mediate and uniform clothing of the females, and in a dress that (humble as it ought to be) 
is not absolutely so degrading as to militate against that principle of improvement in cha- 
racter and feelings which the law contemplates as the result of imprisonment in a peniten- 
tiary. On this principle the clothing is chosen in the Grange Gorman penitentiary, and 
all the best charitable female institutions; and such a dress 1 have directed the matron to 
submit to the Board. 

I would submit that the females be divided iuto three classes; two of them to be separated 
according to character and conduct (as laid down in the rules of the Queen’s Bench, 
herewith sent), and the third to consist of women with children ; and I do not hesitate to 
say, that to the care of such classes, in a way that is likely to produce any good result, an 
unassisted matron is wholly inadequate ; and no experienced matron would undertake it. 
The Act requires (sects. 88 and 109, rule 3), that a matron shall be appointed by the Grand 
Jury. In her department she is the governor and schoolmistress of the classes, besides being 
the conductor of their work. Exclusive of this moral officer of the Grand J ury, the Act 
(sect. 109, rule 18), directs, that “ female prisoners shall in all cases be attended by female 
officers.” Thus are female sheriffs’ officers (or turnkeys) required for females, as male turnkeys 
are for male classes. 1 found on the day of inspection 37 male prisoners, and five male 
turnkeys ; and 24 females, without any female turnkeys. I recommend as indispensable, 
that a completely effective female turnkey may be appointed ; and I submit that she can 
reside in the hospital, and take the entire charge of it ; this would much lessen the expense, 
and no hospital can be considered as in a fit state to receive patients which is uninhabited 
at all times when there are no cases in the wards. 

I was gratified to see profitable work progressing in the male classes ; and I submit that 
a rope-walk in the rear of the gaol would be likely to succeed. 

The Governor is much at a loss from want of a regular code of bye-laws (sect. 4), and I 
submit for adoption the rules approved by the Queen’s Bench, which I send herewith. 

JBaltinglass. 

Last year we reported this district bridewell in a dilapidated state, and requiring altera- 
tions and repairs ; we also suggested its being discontinued as a district bridewell. Since 
that period some money has been presented for repairs ; however, the site is a bad one, and 
so many additions are required, we are still of opinion that without a new prison, in a better 
situation, the present accommodation is only suitable for a temporary bridewell. I found 
this gaol kept clean and regular, as far as practicable in its dilapidated state ; the pauper 
prisoners fed, and no abuse in the interior economy ; but there is no employment for the 
prisoners ; the treadwheel out of order, and a great deficiency of prison dresses. 

The keeper now sleeps in the gaol, though no proper accommodation is provided for him. 
There are only three available day-rooms, 10 cells and three small yards, and the sewers 
continue to be choked and out of order. 

The sick are attended to by a paid medical officer ; and the Board of Superintendence 
meet monthly. 


91 . H 3 
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SCHEDULE (A.) 

LIST OF PRISONS. 


DUBLIN DISTRICT: 
Kilmainham 
Green-street 
S. Circular-roacl - 
Grange Gormaii-lane 
Marshal-lane 
Green-street 
Green-street 
St. Sepulchre’ 


DISTRICT: 

Carrickfergus 

Belfast 

Antrim 

Ballymoney 

Ballymena - 

Armagh 

Ballibot 

Lurgan 

Market-hill 

Cavan 

Bailiehorough 


Armagh 


Donegal - 

Down 

Fermanagh 

Kildare 

Leitrim 

Londonderry! 


Meath 
Monaghan - 
Roscommon 

Sligo - 
Tyrone 


Cootehill - 

Lifford 

Donegal 

Letterkenny 

Downpatrick 

Newry 

Enniskillen 

Newtown Butler 

Naas - 

Athy - 

|Carrick-on-Shannon| 
Ballinamorc 
Manor Hamilton 
Londonderry 
Coleraine - 
Magherafelt, 

jNewtownlima 
Longford - 
Dundalk - 
Drogheda - 
Ardee 
Tri: 


county gaol, 
newgate. 

[house ofcorrcction. 
ditto (female.) 
jurcou rts marshal act 
sheriffs' prison, 
city rnarshalsea. 
manor prison. 


county gaol. 
|house of correction, 
bridewell, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell. 

;aol. 


ivaddy 


Kells - 
Navan 
Monaghan - 
Carrickmacross ■ 
Castleblaney 
Roscommon 
Athlone 
Boyle 

Gastlerea - 
Strokestown 
Slif 


ongo 

Ballyi 


SOUTH 
Carlow - I 
Clare 


lymote - 
Omagh 
Clogner 
Dungannon 
Strabane - 
Mullingar - 
Moate 

DISTRICT: 

Carlow 

Ennis 

Ennistymond 

Kilrush 

Six Mile Bridge 
Tulla - - 

Cork - 
Cork - 
Cork - 
■Kinsale 
Youghal 
Bandon 


county gaol, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
bridewell, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewoll. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
ditto. 

town gaol, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
bridewell, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell, 
ditto. 

raol. 


ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell. 

;aol. 


B. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell. 


county gaol. 

ditto. 

bridewell. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

county gaol, 
city - ditto, 
bridewell, 
corporation gaol. 

bridewell. 


—[ 

South District — continued. 
Banlry 
Castletown 
Cliarlevillc 
Clonakilty - 
Cove - 
Dunmanway 
Fcrmoy 
Kanturk 
Maeroom - 
Mallow 
Middleton - 
Mill-street. - 
Mitchelstown 
Iloscarberry 
Skibbcreen 
Galway 
Galway 
Ballinasloe 
Clifden 
Eyrccourt - 
Gort - 
Louglirea - 
Tuiun 

Woodford - 
Tralee 
Cuhircivcen 
Castle Island 
Dingle 
Kenmnro - 
Killarney - 
Listowol 
Milltown - 
Turbo rt 
Kilkenny - 
Kilkenny - 
Thomastown 
Tullamore - 
Pnroonstown 


Galway - 




Kilkenny 


King’s County 


Mayo 

Queen’s Co. 


Tipperary 


Lin 


irick 


Limerick 
BrufF - 
Croornc 

Glynn - - 

KilJinnan - 
Newcastle - 
Rathkoalo - 
Castlebar - 
Balinrobo - 
Maryborough 
Abbeylcix - 
Borri<-in-Ossojy 
Stradbally - 
Clonmell - 
Borrisokanc 
Caber 

Carrick-on-Suir - 
Cashel 
Clogheon - 
Nenagh 

New Birmingham 

Newport 

Roscrea 

Templemore 

Thurles 

Tipperary - 

Waterford - 

Waterford - 

Waterford - 

Diuigarvan 

Lismore 

Wexford - 

Enniscortliy 

Goroy 

New Ross - 
Wicklow - 
Baltinglass - 


bridewell. 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

county gaol, 
town gaol, 
bridewell, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

county gaol, 
city gaol, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
city guol. 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
bridewell, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

raol. 


ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

county gaol, 
city gaol. 

Iioubo of correction, 
bridewell, 
ditto. 

county gaol, 
bridewell. > 
ditto, 
ditto. 

aol. 

11 . 
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(D.) 

RETURN of Accommodation in the several County Gaols, 1838. 


NAME OF COUNTY. 

Average 

Number 

Confined. 

Highest 

Number. 

Number 

of 

Cells. 

Other 
ltooms wit! 
Beds. 

Number 
of Beds in 
the Rooms 

Total 
Confined 
in the Year 
Debtors 
iocluded. 

Number 

of 

Recommit- 

tals. 

Antrim * 

212 

327 

5 

11 

32 

1,243 

307 

Belfast - 

92 

126 

38 

2 

8 

1,488 

3G9 

Armagh - 

”54 

148 

7 

37 

91 

1.073 

10 

Carlow - 

82 

115 

62 

10 

10 

1,110 

15 

Cavan .... 

109 

158 

68 

19 

40 

967 

36 

Clare .... 

134 

1C4 

73 

12 

35 

1,224 

129 

Cork .... 

280 

370 

171 

84 

250 

1,485 

18a 

— City ... 

157 

204 

108 

13 

32 

1,289 

422 

Donegal ... - 


107 

85 

15 

33 

425 

59 

Dublin .... 

190 

231 

68 

19 

26 

1,710 

214 

Down .... 

150 

177 

200 

16 

32 

472 

63 

Fermanagh - 

110 

I46 

32 

12 

16 

748 

21 

Galway - 

160 

203 

84 

15 

42 

954 

46 

— Town - 

40 

68 

35 

13 

13 

861 

208 

Kerry ... - 

1303 

178 

79 

5 


947 

138 

Kildare - 


129 

94 

H 

26 

825 

4i 

Kilkenny - 

97 

152 

48 

12 

63 

595 

63 

— City - 

3° 

45 


18 

36 

162 

21 

King’s County ... 

u8i 

155 

124 


- 

1,125 

233 

Leitrim .... 

J8J 

107 

81 

18 

23 

631 

6 

Limerick - 

122 

167 

135 

.7 

5i 

919 

45 

— City - 


149 

84 

6 

18 

363 

97 

Londonderry - 

“8 

126 

168 

10 

26 

650 

38 

Longford ... 

U3 

172 

73 

13 

3i 

1,140 

46 

Louth - 

5 °i 

89 

3i 

10 

23 

522 

17 

Drogheda ... 

30 

62 

16 

3 

9 

5io 

20 

Mayo .... 

207 

248 

128 

20 

60 

1,616 

47 

Meath .... 

98 

134 

88 

20 

60 

793 

27 

Monaghan ... 

94 

133 

75 

10 

35 

539 

27 

Queen's County 

130 

147 

75 

38 

121 

904 

148 

Roscommon - - - 

128 

139 

64 

39 

46 

888 

28 

Sligo ... - 

119^ 

184 

84 

17 

34 

927 

94 

Tipperary ... 

376 

482 

219 

10 

- 

2,102 

72 

Tyrone . - - - 

i47£ 

215 

66 

24 

46 

912 

31 

Waterford - 

77 

103 

56 

12 

26 

384 

23 

_ City - 

34 

75 

H 

- 

- 

99 6 

37 

Westmeath ... 

108 

138 

97 

13 

30 

851 

40 

Wexford - 

105 

146 

42 

17 

36 

753 

76 

Wicklow - 

61 

80 

32 

9 

11 

477 

12 


Qi. 1 
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<F.) 

COST of Sddsistrnob, Fuel and Incidents in Biudewklls within the Year 1838. 


COUNTY. 

BRIDEWELL. 

Charge 
fur ouch 
Bridewell. 

TOTAL 
Charge to the 
COUNTY. 

COUNTY. 

BRIDEWELL. 

for each 
Bridewell. 

TOTAL 
Charge to the 

COUNTY, 

Antrim 

Antrim 
Ballymena - 
Ballynioney 

£. s. d. 
13 7 9 
01 8 2 
21 3 8 

£. s. d. 

Leitrim - 

Ballinamore 
Manor Hamilton 

£. s. d. 
15 1 6 
9 12 11 

£• j. i 




95 19 7 
91 2 81 





Armagh 

Bally hot 
Market Ilill 

62 7 5 
23 4 6 
16 10 10 § 

Limerick - 

Bruff - 
Croome 
Glynn 

Kiilinnan - 
Newcastle - 

53 7 8 
29 18 1 
13 9 - 
20 3 4 
22 15 5 



22 14 7 1 
12 9 11 
27 1 4J 


ltathkcale - 

47 16 -1 

187 9 61 


Ballycojmell 
Cootehill - 

62 6 11 

Londonderry 

Coleraine - 
Maghorafclt 

35 10 6 
16 15 2 


Ennistymond 
Kilrusli i - 
Six-mile-Bridge - 
Tulla - - - 



N ewto wnlimavaddy 

12 7 11 

03 13 7 


10 4 7 
8 17 2 


Louth 

Ardce 

20 4 -1 



45 9 8 > 

Mayo 

B allinrobe - 

25 6 7J 

“ 4 




25 6 7J 

Cork - 

Bandon 
Ban try 
Castletown - 

27 3 7 
36 10 2J 
10 14 91 
18 13 9 
17 12 10 1 
21-6 
10 5 0 
64 17 9 


Monaghan 

Carrickmacros8 - 
Gttstleblanoy 

35 2 2 
31 14 6* 


Clonakilty - 
Cove - - - 

D unman way 
Fermoy 


Queen’s Co. 

Abbeyluix - 
Bcirris-in-Ossory . 
Stradbully - 

15 0 9 
8 16 4 
15 5 9 

! ' 


Mncroom - 

Mallow 

Middleton - 

Millstreet - 

Mitelielstown 

Roscarberry 

Skibberecn 

2411 4 1 
48 10 11 1 
33 4 9 
12 19 11 
40 8 21 
14 16 11 1 
28 1 2 


Roscommon 

Athlona 

Boyle 

( 'iwtlerea - 
Strokestown 

10 16 61 
10 3 -1 
19 3 1 
17 1 - 

72 2 7 


433 12 3 1 

Sligo 

Ballymoto - 

22 8 31 







Donegal - 

Donegal 

Letterkenny 

11 16 11 
14 18 8 

Tipperary 

Borrisokana 

Culiir 

43 6 9 
62 4 3 


Down 

Newry 

05 6 3J 



Cashel 
Ologhcon - 
Neimgh 

New Birmingham 

Newport 

ltoscrea 

Templemore 

Thurles 

Tipperary - 

139 18 10 
15 3 4 


Galway 

Ballinasloe 
Clifden 
Eyrecourt - 
Gort - - - 

Loughrea - 
Tuam 

36 4 3 1 
79 2 6 
26 4 9 
61 10 2 
150 9 6 



63 14 6 
20 12 6 
68 7 5 
62 1 - 
176 7 8 
134 8 8 

937 6 3 


"Woodford - 

19 7 11 

389 11 81 

Tyrone 

Clogher 
Strabane - 


Kerry 

Cahirciveen 
Castle Island 
Dingle 
Kenmare - 
Killarney - 
Listowel 
Milltown - 
Tarbert 


23 10 -1 

45 19 6 

20 19 6 

21 3 41 
23 19 11 


Waterford 

Dungarvan 

Lismore 

60 18 9 
11 18 31 


33 6 1 
18 16 61 


Westmeath 

Moate 

35 12 6 

35 12 6 


22 8 


Wexford - 

Enniscorthy 

Gorey 

Now Ross - 

27.15 8 
36 8 1 
22 3 1 

Kilkenny 

Thomas town 

13 19 5 

13 19 6 

86 6 1® 








A SCHEDBLE 
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STATE of Pbogmss of (he Penitentmv 


(HO 

System in the several County Gaols in Ireland, 1838. 


JV, B. — City and Town Gaols, and Female Department not included. 







Trcad-whccl 

or 

1 






A* 

.S “ 

Silence. 

0 S' “I 

Stone-breaking 


■5- 

Trades 



County Gaol, 

I.l 





•J 



conducted by 
Local Inspector, 

General Character 


or 


(£ § 



jjSaf 




1 

Governor, 


REMARKS. 

House of Correction. 

u 

ii 


1 


8 .3 
e 8 

Miu 

H 

Master of Works 

tho Establishment. 



r2Jp 


S- 



H M 



















f In Antrim and Armagh th- 



_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

none - - 

new gaol required 

l aw cannot be carnodinto effect 

2. Belfast, House of 
Correction. 

3. Armagh 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

governor 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

t ion, .by which the prisoners are 
deprived of all the moral bene. 

In Belfast, work is advanced, 
notwithstanding the crowded 
vstate of the gaol. 



1 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

~ 


- 

governor 

improving system. 

6. Cavan 


1 


- 


1 

- 

“ 

“ 

master of works 

ditto - 

distinguished gaol 

- - Sufficient encouragement to 



- 

- 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

governor 



.2 











full effect to the valuable set- 













vices of Mr. D'Arcy, the go- 













vernor, and the good system 













established. 

7. Cork - 

i 

1 

~ 

1 

: 

: 

i 

I 

1 

governor 

\ distinguished general 
J interior - . . 

f Trades do not keep pace with 
, tho other acknowledged merits 
lof these establishments. 











local inspector 

0. Donegal 


1 

1 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

distinguished gaol 

- - Under the able direction of 











the Itov. E. M. Clarke, local 


f, 











inspector, assisted by an actire 
governor, who acts wholly un- 













dcr bis direction. 



1 

1 

- 

i 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

governor 

ditto - 

- - Down gaol, under its pre- 













sent governor, has taken the 


1 











first great lead in reformatory 
discipline, and the system is b 

11. Dublin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

ditto - 

no reformatory discipline. 

every respoct complete. 

- - New governor appointed. 

12. Fermanagh - 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

ditto - 

ditto - 

.if 











An extensive addition to the 
building wanted. 


13. Galway 

”3 


- 

1 


i 


- 

- 

- - governor and 

distinguished gaol 

- - Tho governor is quite effec. 

-° 









master of works. 

live, though assisted by a mas- 
tor of works. 

14. Kerry 


_ 

- 


- 

_ 


1 

- 


well-regulated interior. 

15. Kildare, Naas 

a 

1 

- 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

governor 

distinguished gaol 

- - Mr. Clarke a very effective 













governor. 

16. Ditto, Athy - 

a 

1 

— 


- 

_ 

i 

_ 

- 

ditto - 

well-regulated prison - 

- - This gaol, the second in a 











small county, is onnverysmall 



17. Kilkenny - 

§ 

_ 

- 

1 

_ 

i 

_ 

_ 

- 

ditto - . 

ditto - 

A largo addition wanted. 

18. King’s County 

£. 

1 

- 

1 

i 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

local inspector 

distinguished gaol 

Trades extensively taught. 

19. Leitrim 


1 


~ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

“ 

none - 

no reformatory discipline 

- - A master of works much re- 
quired. . 

- Mr. Woodbumeveryeffectire. 
Trades extended and taught 

20. Limerick 

1 

1 


1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

governor 

distinguished gaol 

21. Londonderry 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

i 

- 

- 

ditto . 

- - distinguished gancrul 

Trades not extended. 


s 










interior. 


22. Longford 


1 


— 

- 

_ 

i 

_ 

- 

ditto - 

improving system 

Trades in progress. 

23. Louth ... 



— 



_ 


_ 

- 




24. Mayo 


1 

- 

1 

i 

_ 


- 

- 

ditto - 

system newly reformed - 

- - In Mayo gaol new officers 


a 










have been appointed, and an 
effectual reform introduced. 

25. Meath 

:§ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 



1 


none 


Trades in forward progress- 
\ Meath and Monaghan need 

26. Monaghan - 


1 




~ 


1 

_ 



Tan entire change of system. 

27. Queen’s County - 



- 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

governor 

distinguished gaol 

- - Mr. Wilson a very effective 

28. Roscommon 



- 

- 

- 

i 

_ 

_ 

_ 

master of works 

improving system 

- - The Board are reforming 

29. Sligo - 


_ 

_ 

1 

i 

_ 



_ 



Trains making great advance. 

30. Tipperary - 

3 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 


no reformatory disciplino 


31. Ditto, House of 

§ 

1 

- 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

master of works 

distinguished prison 


32. Tyrone 

r_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

governor 

- - distinguished general 

Trades not advancing. 

33. Waterford - 

s 

- 


1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ditto - 

interior. 

distinguished gaol 








































ever, thing tint »• M I* 

34. Westmeath 

35. Wexford 

36. Wicklow - 


1 

1 

; 

1 


; 

i 

i 

i 



ditto - 
governor 

improving system 
no reformatory discipline 
- ditto - 

scribes. 

Trades not extended. 
Large addition wanted. 
- - ditto. 
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Appendix, No, 2, 


CONTAINING 

THE CRIMINAL RETURNS FOR 1838. 


INDEX TO THE COUNTIES. 


ANTRIM 
ARMAGH - 
CARLOW • 
CAVAN - 
CLARE - 
CORK - 

CITY - 

DONEGAL - 
DOWN - 
DUBLIN 

CITY - 

FERMANAGH 
GALWAY - 


- 72 

- 74 

- 76 

- 78 


- 90 

- 92 

- 94 




GALWAY, TOWN - 96 
KERRY - 98 

KILDARE (ATHY> - 100 

(NAAS) - - 102 

KILKENNY - - - 104 

CITY - - - 106 

KING’S COUNTY - 108 
LEITRIM - - - HO 

LIMERICK - - - *12 

CITY - - - H4 

LONDONDERRY - - 116 

LONGFORD - - -118 

LOUTH - - - - 120 

DROGHEDA - 122 


Packs. 


MAYO - - - - 124 

MEATH - - - - 126 

MONAGHAN- - - 128 

QUEEN’S COUNTY - 130 
ROSCOMMON - - 132 

SLIGO - - - - 134 

TIPPERARY - - - 136 

TYRONE - - - 138 

WATERFORD - - 140 

CITY - - - 142 

WESTMEATH - - 144 

WEXFORD - - - 146 

WICKLOW - - - 148 


CONTENTS. 

EXPLANATION of the following Tables 
TABLE showing the General Abstract of Crime 


COUNTY RETURNS. 

TABLES showing in each County the Total Number of Persons Committed for Trial or Bailed, 
and the result of the Proceedings; and also their Age, Sex, and State of Instruction when 


GENERAL TABLES. 

TABLE showing the Total Number of Persons Committed for Trial or Bailed, charged with each 

Description of Offences, and the Result of the Proceedings p ‘ 150 

TABLE showing die Age and Sex, and State of Instruction, of the Total Number of Persons 
Committed for Trial or Bailed, charged with each Description of Offences - - - P- 1 5* 

TABLE showing in each County the Total Number of Persons Committed for Trial or Bailed, 

and the Result of the Proceedings - - - - P ‘ 

TABLE showing in each County the Age, Sex, and State of Instruction, of the Total Number 

of Persons Committed for Trial or Bailed ' P-*53 

TABLE showing in each County the Total Number of Persons Committed for Trial or Bailed, 
charged with each Description of Offences 154 


91 . 1 4 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FOLLOWING TABLES. 


Column 1, contains the Assizes and Quarter Sessions Cases; this Column corresponds with 
the County Returns, and is to be brought into comparison with the English 
Criminal Lists for 1030. 

Column 2, contains the Amount of Common Assaults, and otter Cases Tried before 
Magistrates. 

Column 3, contains the Total of Columns 1 and 2. This column, containing a Gross Total 
of 26,443, is to he brought into comparison with tile Irish Returns prior to 1037. 

Column 4, contains the Committals for being Drunk, under the Gth & 7th Will. IV., c. 30. 

James Palmer, 1 T 

B.B. Woodward,) Inspectors-general of Prisons. 


N.B — The Returns made by the Clerks of tho Crown and Peace to the local Inspectors 
to Gaols, only mclude tho Cases brought to Trial pursuant to 7th Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 07. 
There are however, numerous Cases added in their Returns to Government of Persons 
.bailed and never brought to Trial. 
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Appendix, No. 2.] 


CRIMINAL RETURNS FOR 1838. 


<i» 


ABSTRACT of Chime in Ireland. 


COUNTIES. 

1. 

Amount 
of Criminals, 

and Quarter 
Sessions. 

Petty Sessions, 
Cases brought 
Magistrates. 

3 . 

TOTALS 
of Columns 

4 . 

Number 
Committed fur 
Drunkenness, 

Ode 7 Will. 4 , 

Antrim ...... 

718 


789 

29 

Armagh ...... 

303 

ICO 

423 

2G9 

Carlow ...... 

283 

227 

510 

Goo 

Cavan ...... 

l 83 

325 

513 

J 93 

Clare - 

2 fi .3 

350 

613 

287 

Cork ...... 

485 

2 G 5 

750 

8 

— City 

580 

230 

810 

4 

Donegal ------ 

215 

189 

404 

21 

Down ...... 

482 

12+ 

GoG 

121 

Dublin ------ 

37 + 

490 

8G4 

G47 

— City ..... 

3 . 2 G 7 

- - 

3,267 

7,184 

Fermanagh ..... 

3+8 

237 

585 

210 

Galway ...... 

3 1 1 

453 

76+ 

fii 

— Town ..... 

112 

229 

3+1 

500 

Kerry ------ 

338 

209 

547 

157 

Kildare (Atliy and Naas) ... 

231 

3+8 

579 

303 

Kilkenny ------ 

201 

84 

285 

150 

— City 

69 

93 

1G2 

296 

King's County ----- 

3 +C 

420 

7G6 

359 

Leitrim 

209 

131 * 

340 

58 

Limerick ------ 

23+ 

292 

52G 

127 

— City ----- 

3G3 

569 
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